
Sometimes I wish I could slow time down; 
it goes too fast. Once again we have many 
amazing Roots & Shoots member stories to 
delight and inspire you with in your quest 
for protecting this beautiful planet.

This year, our dynamic membership is still 
growing, spreading far and wide, not just 
across the UK, but across the globe as well.  
We have shared some of our exciting global 
stories with you in this newsletter including 
the recent launch of our programme in the 
Czech Republic and our dazzling awards day 
in Abu Dhabi.

And our projects from our member schools 
just get better and better.

This year we are also delighted to announce 
the amazing work of our partner band 
Besureis who has undertaken some 
impressive fundraising for our projects 
in Kigoma, not to mention our Marathon 
runner and Ben Nevis explorer Sevim from 
Salford University.

Our impact on the planet is truly making a 
difference.

Read on and enjoy,

Tara Golshan
Executive Director, Education
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Dear Members, 
Summer already...

The annual Roots & 
Shoots Awards  – Page 4

Sevim Yildiz running  
for R&S – Page 3

UCL’s Roots & Shoots 
workshops – Page 3
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The winning team of 2017...

Dulwich Prep, London...

In March this year we were lucky 
enough to be invited to attend Dr 
Jane Goodall’s Roots & Shoots 
Awards at The Barbican. It was 
one of the most extraordinary days 
of our lives and an experience our 
boys will never forget! We were 
overwhelmed and truly humbled 
to receive the award for ‘Most 
Outstanding Group’ with the 
wonderful prize from the RSPCA, 
amongst others, that will allow our 
boys to experience life behind the 
scenes at a wildlife rescue centre. 
Surely every young boy’s dream! 

The highlight for us all though 
was meeting Dr Jane and hearing 
her speak about how her childhood 
experiences led her to accomplish 
all that she has done. We left at 
the end of the day rejuvenated and 
enthusiastic to spread the word and 
make bolder plans.

We had started the Roots & Shoots 
programme in our school at the 
start of this academic year and, 
six months in, we were starting 
to see a change amongst our boys 
and staff - of interest, attitudes and 
commitment to helping to make a 
positive environmental impact on 
our local and wider community.

Dulwich Prep London is the largest 
independent boys’ prep school in the 
country, with 850 boys from 3-13 
years. From September 2016, we 
started to offer the ‘Dulwich Prep 
Eco Warriors’ club across Years 
1-8; our Early Years department 
strongly embeds eco work within 
the Foundation Stage curriculum 
and complements the work the club 
covers. 

Knowing there was a particular 
enthusiasm for wildlife and 

continued 

Penny Appeal at Mayflower Primary
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The Roots &Shoots Team at the 
annual awards 

The first Bug hotel

Creative ways of growing 
flowers and vegetables for the 
school kitchen

awareness as to certain species’ decline 
amongst our boys, we started with the 
‘Animals’ branch of Roots & Shoots. The 
autumn term focused on local wildlife: 
birds, bugs and bees. The boys learnt 
to spot different species in our local 
environment and found out about their 
habitats, nesting and feeding patterns. 
A member of staff who helps run the 
school’s beekeeping club for the older 
boys came to talk to the Year 2 club about 
conservation of bees. This helped fuel 
interest in designing and building a Pre-
Prep Bug Hotel with a mandate to re- or 
up cycle all the materials. The boys were 
full of dedication and passion throughout 
this project and invited our Headmaster 
to officially ‘open’ the Bug Hotel just 
before Christmas! 

In keeping with a conservation theme, 
we celebrated National Nest Box Week 
in February. Using bird boxes made by 
boys in school, the Dulwich Prep Eco 
Warriors helped to line them with suitable 
materials they found outside and learnt 
about the best locations for them – no 
easy feat in urban school grounds! We are 
eagerly watching to see if any birds come 
to visit.

The spring term focused on the Roots 
& Shoots ‘Environment’ branch. By 
this point the boys were making the 
important link between all 3 aspects of the 
programme – that they are all interlinked 
and therefore need to be discussed as 
a whole. Our Gardening club was busy 
growing seed men, planting seeds and 
bulbs in our school garden, watering, 
weeding and eating the produce they had 
grown. The boys have been learning about 
the life cycles of plants and how to care 
for them. They’ve recycled old tyres into 
planters for their potatoes and have taken 
them to the school kitchen to be cooked in 
our lunches. 

Next, we took part in ‘Waste Week’ 
where we concentrated on minimizing 
food and packaging waste in school and 
led a recycling drive. Our school ‘Tribe’ 
houses met in Pow Wow groups to discuss 

and research common everyday waste 
items. The boys learnt about the journey 
of waste and how the decisions we make 
about discarding waste items impacts 
on the world around us. Each group 
made a news bulletin video about the 
environmental footprint of their chosen 
waste item and ended with a pledge to 
think about how best to discard or reuse 
these in future. During Waste Week our 
school also made the decision to end the 
use of non-recyclable coffee cups as an 
act of solidarity and a commitment to 
help make a more positive environmental 
impact. 

Throughout our work, it has been 
important to us all that we involved 
parents and carers. They have helped 
donate materials for our Bug Hotel, taken 
their sons on wildlife and nature spotting 
walks, made bird feeders with them, 
helped foster their interests and raised 
money for charities through cake sales. 

Our boys are also keen to reach out 
to other local schools and work with 
them on a joint environmental project 
in an effort to spread the Roots & Shoots 
message: that it doesn’t matter who 
you are, everyone has a role to play and 
everyone can make a difference, no matter 
how small you start.

We feel incredibly privileged to be part 
of the Roots & Shoots programme and 
it has inspired us to reach for greater 
heights. The awards ceremony was a 
wonderful opportunity to see Roots & 
Shoots in action and feel part of a larger 
community. It was a day I am sure the 
boys will remember for the rest of their 
lives and a moment when they felt they 
actually had done something worthwhile 
by making a difference already. Their 
renewed passion and energy for caring 
for our world and striving to make 
it a better place is contagious and is 
spreading throughout our school. As 
one boy who attended the awards 
said: “This will be something to tell the 
grandchildren about!” We think it would 
be fitting if our legacy could be to tell our 
grandchildren: “We did something to help 
make a difference, we helped play a role 
in this and it has turned out well”. We are 
looking forward to doing our best to make 
this true.

Written by Claire Wilson, Teacher

“We did something 
to help make a 
difference, we helped 
play a role in this 
and it has turned  
out well”.
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UCL’s Roots & Shoots 
engage youngsters 
through their workshops

This year we’ve taught in three 
schools. These are St Aidens, 
Rutherford and Kensington primary 
schools, with 2 classes in the final 
two and 1 in the first. With each class 
we do two sessions, the bee session 
below and a small group workshop 
session. This involves splitting the 
class in three, with two volunteers 
per group. We then discuss issues 
such as overfishing, habitat loss 
and climate change, with short 
activities and games to illustrate the 
concepts involved. At the end of the 
two sessions we present a tree, and 
the children put a leaf on the tree 
every time they do something that 
is beneficial to the environment, 
hopefully promoting good habits  
long-term.

It’s lovely to see the children’s 
excitement. They file in to class with 
whispers of ‘look at that bee!’ as they 
spot our first slide on the projector; a 
close up of wonderfully hairy, majestic 
bumblebee astride a lavender bloom, 
the purple and yellow beautifully 
contrasting.

And their excitement only grows. 
Five eyes are stupendous enough, 
but a few minutes later on in the 
presentation when a tiny, knitted bee 
finger puppet and glitter appear it’s 
almost too much. We have to do the 
pollination game several times; just 
so more children can have a go at 
dipping their finger (bee puppet in 
place) in the glitter of one flower and 
transferring it to the next.

Next on the agenda is a discussion 
about what life would be like without 
bees. It’s fascinating to see the answers 
they come up with.

One week everyone was convinced 
we would have no medicine if the 
bees disappeared (all stemming from 
a little girl telling us about her lemon 
and honey mixture her mum made 
when she had a cold!), whilst other 
weeks we got to the answers more 

Spreading mud, glitter 
and a new found 
appreciation of bees

quickly; there would be no flowers, 
many plants, including lots that we 
eat, would disappear, and the food that 
other animals eat would disappear too, 
making life very difficult.

At this point, we return to positivity 
with how the children can help our 
declining bee populations. We talk 
about eating organic food, not using 
pesticides, buying local honey, and 
planting bee friendly flowers in their 
gardens or window boxes.

For the grand finale, loo roll, scissors 
and soil make an appearance, and it’s all 
hands on deck to contain the mud and 
mayhem!

At the end of the school day, each 
child goes home with a little loo roll 
plant pot with soil and a few seeds 
planted in it, and instructions on how 
to look after their precious bee snack. 
What we’re hoping is that at least some 
of these plants (the ones that don’t get 
dropped on the way home from school!) 
will go on to become vital refuges across 
London for our hungry bees, and more 
importantly that this session will plant a 
different kind of seed in these children’s 
minds, about the problems animals 
are facing and how we, as individuals, 
really can help!
Written by UCL Roots & Shoots Team

Sevim Yildiz from  
Salford University’s 
running for R&S

My name is Sevim Yildiz; and a few 
months back I had the most amazing 
opportunity to meet Dr Jane Goodall 
at the Roots & Shoots Awards. She 
really made me appreciate the little 
things a lot more.  I knew once I left, 
after taking in every single word 
of her spiritual soul, I wanted to 
make a difference. Meeting such 
an inspiration and listening to her 
every word, made me realise even 
more how much Conservation and 
Wildlife is a precious aspect of my 
life, and that it needs to be taken care 
of.  I wanted to do something not just 
for myself but also for generations 
of children; for our future. I am 
incredibly blessed that the 5K and 
Ben Nevis came around at the same 
time; it was a sign for me at least to 
delve in and raise money for this 
amazing charity. Also, managing  
my very own little bake sale, I love  
to bake.

Seeing my achievements and 
fundraising for the Jane Goodall’s 
Roots & Shoots programme kept 
me going, at times when my body 
was wearing out.  I pushed forward 
and finished. Fundraising for a 
charity you discover and learn about 
everyday really opens your eyes 
to what these amazing people are 
already doing for our planet.  I truly 
love being part of this unexplainable 
feeling. I am proud of what I am 
doing. I am knowledgeable and 
passionate about saving the planet. 
Nothing is impossible. “Never give up 
and always hold your determination” 
Jane Goodall mentioned these very 
wise words and I’ll do just that.

Proudly displaying her R&S running 
top at a fundraising bake sale
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Members create stunning displays  
at the annual Roots & Shoots Awards 

Where is Dr Jane?

The projects demonstrated 
imagination, determination and 
diligence, achieving tangible and 
measurable results ranging from 
fundraising for important causes to 
encouraging environmentally-friendly 
practices in all aspects of society.

 “Each year brings even more 
inspirational and exciting projects 
from our members. The quality 
of the projects this year was truly 
outstanding. The enthusiasm, 
commitment, dedication and 
perseverance of our youth is a  
valuable lesson for us all”  
Tara Golshan, Executive Director

The fact that there is a network of 
young people across the world, all 
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Dr Jane enjoys engaging with members 
and viewing displays

David Attenborough visits the 
Roots & Shoots stand delighting 
JGI staff members and volunteers

On Friday 3rd March, Roots & 
Shoots groups from around the UK 
descended on the iconic Barbican 
Centre in London for the annual 
Roots & Shoots Awards, and were 
joined by Dr Jane Goodall herself. 

The Awards are an exciting and 
innovative way to recognise the 
achievement and innovation of our 
young ambassadors for the planet. 

united in the same goal is one of Dr Jane’s 
main reasons for hope. The success of 
this event was made possible through the 
support of our official awards sponsor 
Love Nature, dedicated to bringing 
nature lovers closer to the beauty and 
mystery of the natural world. 

A very special congratulations to these 
individuals and groups that displayed 
exceptional dedication and creativity. 

Dr Jane Goodall returned early 
from her North American tour to 
give the opening keynote at the 
Earth Optimism Conference on 
Saturday 22nd April. 

A host of fascinating speakers 
gave short talks on their work 
to protect a wide variety of 
species around the world. The 
auditorium was packed with 
relays to two overflow rooms 
and the programme was live 
streamed around the world.  

From the work of the Jane 
Goodall Institute to the rescue  
 
 
 
 
 

of the last Togo slippery toads, 
albatross, lemurs, plants and in 
turn people.... it was a very exciting 
and moving day. Aligned to this was 
the Solutions Fair, which was busy 
all day long sharing information on 
the positive ways we can all make a 
difference. 

Roots & Shoots UK was able 
to reach many young people, 
encouraging them to become 
involved in our global programme. 
A fabulous day ended with a visit 
to the stand from the one and only, 
Sir David Attenborough.  Sadly, it 
is four years until the next Earth 
Optimism gathering in Cambridge 
but its good to know that this 
wonderful work is making such a 
difference in so many places.

Earth Optimism Conference, Cambridge
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AROUND THE WORLD
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Photos: Roots &
 Shoots 

On the 12th January, Roots & Shoots 
welcomed Dr Jane Goodall to the 
UAE to meet our passionate students 
and teachers from schools across 
the country. The third ever annual 
Awards ceremony took place at the 
Park Hyatt Hotel, Saadiyat Island. The 
celebration was also in honour of the 
20th anniversary of the Environment 
Agency, Abu Dhabi (EAD).

Students set up their booths to tell us 
about the projects that they have been 
working on. Dr Jane was extremely 
impressed by the quality of the projects 
and the schools’ dedication!

As the Environment Agency-Abu 
Dhabi sponsors Roots & Shoots, schools 
were asked to prepare something 
special for this year’s event. The theme 
was the conservation and protection of 
Abu Dhabi’s natural environment.

Schools investigated the different 
environmental issues in the UAE and 
provided their own solutions. They 
were also invited to research the 
work EAD has done, which gave them 
exposure into broader environmental 
issues and action in the UAE related to 
biodiversity, air quality, water quality, 
waste and climate change. 

Dr Jane and the Environment Agency-
Abu Dhabi were thrilled to hear about 
the work of the groups, which consisted 
of hydroponic and vegetable gardens, 
composting, action for animals, fund 

In December last year Jane visited 
Prague for just three days to 
officially launch our Roots & Shoots 
programme in the Czech Republic.  
No mean feat!

And, what a hectic three days 
it turned out to be!  The itinerary 
included a visit to Prague Zoo which 
involved visiting the chimpanzees 
and other amazing animals from 
all around the world; interviews on 
National TV including one with the 
famous presenter Marek Eben, who 
like everyone else, was completely 
bowled over by Jane; a dinner 
cruise down the beautiful Prague 
river in honour of her visit and 
attended by the great and the good 
in conservation, politics and the 
media;  an international school talk 
to our newly recruited young Roots 
& Shoots members; a grand city Hall 
lecture with the prestigious elite of 
Prague and finally Charles University, 
to a packed auditorium that had to 
be live streamed all over the country 
as tickets had sold out so early on.  
Phew! Only our Jane can pull off such 
a successful achievement in just 
three days!

Roots & Shoots is now firmly 
planted in Prague with the 
International School and others 
leading the way.  Watch this space!

After such a busy time, we stole 
Jane for some mulled wine in 
beautiful Old Town Square. So well 
deserved!
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‘It was an experience we 
won’t forget anytime soon.’

‘The Roots & Shoots Awards 
gave everyone an opportunity 
to share ideas and projects for 

the betterment of our society, 
wildlife and environment in 

this region.’

‘The Roots & Shoots award 
ceremony was unlike any 
experience we’ve had in  
our lives.’

Roots & Shoots  
UAE Awards 2017

raisers, clean ups, the upcycling into 
art, awareness days, water audits, and 
recycling water. They heard a rap song, 
watched the plays about bird migration 
in the UAE, another one teaching the 
audience to believe in themselves and 
listened to poems about Mother Nature.

The schools which attended the awards this year were:
Al Bateen Scientific Private School Abu Dhabi, Al Taleela Remah School Al Ain, 
American Community School Abu Dhabi, Bright Rider’s School Abu Dhabi,  
Emirates private school, GEMS American Academy Abu Dhabi,  
Gems Cambridge International School, GEMS Modern Academy,  
Private International English School, SKBZ Bangladesh Islamia Pvt. School,  
St Joseph’s School Abu Dhabi, The British International School Abu Dhabi and  
the Universal American School.
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What our students thought:
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TASIS American School has worked 
closely with Roots & Shoots for the past 
10 years. They have been part of award 
ceremonies, Peace Day marches, 25th 
anniversary celebrations, birthday 
messages, global videos, attending 
annual events at Windsor Castle,  
and countless projects committed to 
Roots & Shoots.

A very special day took place in 
March. Dr. Jane Goodall was the guest 
of honour! 

We were so excited, and could not 
wait for her arrival. Dr. Goodall 
spoke to all the children in the Lower 
School and Middle School, and then 
she spoke to much of the Upper 
School and a large group of parents. 
This was a magical day, and every 
student and adult were mesmerised 
by the stories that Jane Goodall 
shared. It was as if her experiences 
came to life on our theatre stage.

After the talk, students and parents 
had the opportunity to have books 
signed by Dr. Goodall. Photos 
were taken, smiles were abundant. 
Dr. Goodall even got to meet Ms. 
Gediman’s rabbit, Baxter. 

This was a day that will stay 
with us forever. Each one of our 
students, teachers and parents were 
inspired by the incredible life and 
contributions of Dr. Jane Goodall!

Wendy Gediman
Teacher, Middle School Grade 5

Dr Jane delights and inspires 
TASIS American School

Zoe - “It gave people a new 
perspective on knowing what was 
happening in Africa.”

Charlotte - “It inspires people and it 
made people think more about these 
things, who did not think about it 
before.”

Kiera - “She made people think more 
about the environment and she 
taught us about Roots & Shoots.”

Alessia - “Jane Goodall helped people 
to remember not to hurt animals and 
to protect nature.”

Enthralled students at TASIS

Besureis raises 
funds for Roots  
& Shoots Burundi

Duke and Rubin from the eco pop band 
Besureis and their environmental protection 
team One Fight. Unite are organising charity 
events with organisations such as Roots & 
Shoots, IFAW, Four Paws, Helping Rhinos and 
many others to promote the well being of 
animals and the planet. Funds raised have 
already been sent out to Roots & Shoots 
Burundi who are involving the younger 
generation in helping their local communities 
at tackling the on-going conflicts and 
dissolving segregation, as well as engaging 
in continuous educational programs to build 
strong relationships and a balanced approach 
to their environment and wildlife.

Thank you Besureis for your support.

Raisa - “It was good for Dr. Goodall 
to come, because it showed how 
someone who was a secretary could 
grow up to make a big change.”

Maddie - “It was important that Jane 
Goodall came to school, because she 
taught us to keep trying to improve 
the world and we can do it!”

Sean - “Jane Goodall showed us 
about animals and how they have 
personalities just like humans. 
Animals have rights. She taught us 
to be patient.”

The kids were so excited. Here are their recollections... 

Roots & Shoots is the educational programme of the Jane Goodall Institute, www.janegoodall.org.uk.  
Charity Registration No. 327858. Printed on 100% recycled paper. 

http://www.janegoodall.org.uk

