
I can’t believe how fast this year has gone. 
And I am so proud of the amazing work that 
you continue to produce for this programme, 
on a daily basis. The projects covered in this 
newsletter speak for themselves.

Two words come to mind when I think of 
Roots & Shoots; Celebration – of all that 
we have achieved so far and continue to 
achieve. 

And, Inspiration. Where does inspiration 
come from? Who inspires us? 

One person I know is Dr Jane Goodall who 
has inspired millions of people around the 
world. What a wonderful legacy. Preferable 
over saying ‘I have no hope’ or ‘what 
difference can I make?’

But inspiration, can be even closer to home; 
from our family, friends, neighbours, 
teachers and even our pets. My father was 
a huge inspiration to me in his lifetime, and 
although he sadly passed away this year, it 
is his inspiration and his legacy that inspires 
me to keep going. 

And, I am inspired by all of you. 

That is our mission for each and every one of 
us here at R&S. R&S is not just a programme, 
it is a way of life, a roadmap for living. It is 
therefore our duty and privilege to pass that 
torch on to our children, grand children and 
great grandchildren.

So thank you to all of you who continue to 
make that difference. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

Tara Golshan
Executive Director, Education
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Penny Appeal at Mayflower Primary

An 
inspiring 
project 
from our 
Observer 
Ethical 
Award

Building up a Sustainable Club 
House Volunteer Base and Study 
Room for Harmony Woods.
Grace Davis & Izzy Taylor 
produced a presentation. The 
presentation was circulated to all 
Andover Trees United schools. 
Hundreds of children had their say 
and overwhelmingly voted for a 
‘Club House’.

We promised it would be up 
and running in time for planting 
time at the end of 2017 and we 
are almost there! At our 5th 
Birthday Tree Party, Rosie O’Neill 
from Ecover handed over the 2nd 
installment of £2,000 and we had 
enough to make a start.

A small team comprising 

Two years after winning the Observer Ethical Awards, here is 
what the Andover Trees United members have been up to...
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architect, landscape architect, 
engineer, builder and project 
founder met over the course of 
3 months to develop plans. The 
original idea for a green oak build 
was too complicated to achieve 
within the timeframe.

So, the concept of achieving 
a volunteer and study room, in 
stages, began to emerge. The goal 
is to have it ready for community 
planting day and the start of 2 
weeks of school planting in the 
wood.

And, by early 2018, schools will 
be able to bring classes to the wood 
for study days for the first time.
Thank you Roots & Shoots and the 
Observer Ethical Awards!

Rosie O’Neill 
from Ecover 

presents 2nd 
cheque

Grace & Izzy know 
that working can be 
fun too

Kudia at Tchindzoulou island



My Most Outstanding Photograph Prize
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Claudia enjoying feeding the wallabies at 
the Battersea Park Children’s Zoo

Claudia in the Make-it room at NG Kids 
Magazine HQ, making Christmas stars
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I knew the National Geographic Kids 
Magazine had sponsored my prize, but it 
was more exciting than I ever expected. 
Thanks to Roots & Shoots and their 
partnership, I got to visit the NG Kids 
Magazine HQ, where I did a special 
photo-shoot and took part in an amazing 
assignment. Here is my two-part prize 
story:

It was 30th August, it was raining, 
pouring rain, drenching rain. But, I was 
ever so excited, I could hardly wait. When 
we arrived at Battersea Park Children’s 
Zoo, the lady at the desk radioed 
another lady and we headed off to the 
mini animals section. I saw the harvest 
mice, fancy mice, snakes, turtles and 
chipmunks. A wonderful lady called Jess 
showed me some rats too. Then we went 
behind the scenes. I met the stick insects, 
one giant one and several horse-headed 
ones. Then we went past a ‘staff only’ gate 
and I got some trout in bottles; the Asian 
short-clawed otters loved it! After that we 
got mealworms and silent crickets and 
fed the meerkats (they don’t like rain). 
Next, I decided to feed the wallabies. They 
eat peanuts. I went inside their enclosure 
and they ate out of my hand!

I went into a kitchen place and Jess told 
me that Waitrose gives them everything 
they can’t sell: like strawberries that taste 
like pineapples and grapes like candy 
floss.

I got some tubes and filled them with 
fruit and nuts. We were going to feed 
the monkeys. It was great fun watching 
them crack nuts and suck the juice out of 
grapes and spit the skin out!

I got a bucket of fruit and veg to feed 
the pigs with too. There were two pigs, 
Piggle and Wiggle. My favourite was 
Piggle. Did you know;
• Pigs eat everything but posh aubergines, 

green beans, peppers and mushrooms.
• Guinea pigs and chinchillas are prone to 

diabetes, so cannot be fed sugary fruits.
• If it’s hot, emus have showers and they 

make a puddle of shower water, and sit 
in it with their legs out!

Then on Friday 6th October 2017 I 
visited the National Geographic Kids 
Offices and even got to bring a friend. 
When we arrived we were a little early, 
so we walked around the building, 
taking photos. First of all, they asked us 
to wait in a little place with sofas and 
National Geographic Kids magazines 
(there was one in Afrikaans!). After that, 
a man called Ed took photos of me and 
made a National Geographic Kids cover! 
Then, he made a cool picture, which 
looked like dots, but the further away 
you went, the clearer, the photograph! 
It was so clever. A lady called Georgia 
asked Delyth to go into the Make-it 
room. Delyth made a hedgehog named 
Hodge Harim (Famous Flat-nosed 
swordfighter!). The hedgehog was a 
cake, cut into a hedgehoggy shape, with 
almonds stuck in its back and coconut 
shavings dyed green for grass. He had 
a chocolate button nose and chocolate-
drop eyes. Now it was my turn; excitedly 
I went into the Make-it room to make 
Christmas stars. They were paper, folded 
into a half-star shape and glued to 
another with string in the middle, they 
were beautiful! The photographer took 
a photo of me holding lots of Christmas 
stars. Delyth and I did a word search, 

spot the difference, crossword and word 
find in a National Geographic Kids 
magazine. We found American ones 
with white boxes in the corner of the 
barcodes. Alex explained that these were 
American and that the English National 
Geographic kids had to ever so slightly 
change the copies, e.g. Mama – Mummy, 
Papa – Daddy, etc. I found this all very 
interesting! Then, sadly, we had to go 
back to school, Delyth and I picked up 
the things we had made and, as we were 
leaving, the National Geographic Kids 
people gave us goodie bags! I got a shark 
litter-picker, two books; “Kid Normal” 
and “Arimanta Spook and the Big 
Scream”, a pack of chocolate fingers, two 
Christmas stars and a copy of National 
Geographic Kids with toys inside! I loved 
my trip and, when I got back to school, 
I told all of my class what I’d done 
and what I made. I went to the school 
office and they put something about it 
in the Newsflash. I even went to tell the 
Headteacher in her office! Even though 
I had missed fish and chips for lunch, it 
was absolutely worth it! It was the most 
fun I’d had in ages and ages!

Claudia Quin, age 8,  
James Allen’s Prep School

The next Jane Goodall’s Roots & Shoots Awards are coming 
soon! On Friday 9th March 2018, we will gather again to 
celebrate your achievements and to hear and be inspired by 
Dr Jane herself. If you would like to be part of this amazing 
day, please visit www.rootsnshoots.org.uk/awards/ for 
more information. We look forward to seeing you there!

 awards
2018

Save The Date!  

http://www.rootsnshoots.org.uk/awards/
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A day at Raymond Blanc’s  
Belmond Le Manoir aux Quat’Saisons

1 Rachael on stage at the R&S Awards,  
her winning photo in the background 

2 Rachael meeting the man himself 
Raymond Blanc

3 The beautiful surroundings 
4 Food artists at work 
5 Food art

In March 2017, I attended the 
annual Roots & Shoots UK awards 
with my fellow students to represent 
University of Salford and the work 
we do to make our world a better 
place, just like Dr Jane Goodall. We 
were so privileged to attend and be 
placed amongst other fantastic and 
inspiring schools and universities, 
also there to showcase their work 
and meet Dr Jane, and what a 
fantastic day it was!

One of the categories was a 
photo competition for which I 
submitted a photograph I had taken 
at the Trentham Monkey Forest, 
of a family of 3 Barbary Macaques 
sharing a private moment. My 
photograph was a winner!

My prize was to spend a day 
cooking with Raymond Blanc at his 
hotel and restaurant, Belmond Le 
Manoir aux Quat’Saisons, down in 
Oxfordshire. When I arrived there, 
in June, the sheer beauty of the 
grounds, was truly magnificent; 
with private gardens, secret paths, 
serene water displays and stunning 
statues. What a place, it blew me 
away! We had a private tour of the 
grounds and even got to see the 
herb gardens where the kitchen 
picks the fresh vegetables and herbs 
to cook for the guests!

During our tour we came across 
Raymond Blanc himself, currently 
filming an interview and we got 
to meet him; such a lovely and 
passionate gentleman. After our 
tour, I was whisked away to change 
into my chef’s whites (I learned the 
lingo), and taken on a brief tour 
of the kitchens; so many different 
kitchens for so many various 
cooking styles. I was astounded 
by the sheer size and precision 
that went on behind the scenes, 
remarkable.

I was then taken down to the pass 
to witness the process and stages of 
cooking a 5* meal. So many things 
go into creating the art that turns up 
on your plate; from the preparation, 
the cooking, the dressing of the plate 
and finally the tasting for quality 
assurance – and all before service 
starts! Once services started, these 
chefs had so much patience and 
dedication to their craft and it really 
showed in the outcome of  
the dishes.

Raymond Blanc even came into 
the working kitchen to assist and 
give tips to his family of chefs. It  
was great to see him doing what  
he does best!

I helped to dress the plates at the 
pass and got to taste the food too! 
After my day was done, I took off 
my chefs whites and reflected on 
my day in the sun on the beautiful 
grounds of Belmond Le Manoir aux 
Quat’Saisons. What a day!

I witnessed something few people 
get to witness and even though I was 
fascinated and in awe of the people 
I met, I could never have the ability 
to do what they do; you wouldn’t 
believe the true love they have for 
creating art. The food that Raymond 
and his work family create is art; it’s 
an art form and not one ordinary 
people like myself could ever create.
Such a fantastic day!  
Thank you Roots & Shoots!
Rachael Fraser, age 29,  
Salford University
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Celebrating Peace Day at 
Chowbent Primary School 

Dr. Goodall established Jane 
Goodall’s Roots & Shoots Day of 
Peace in 2004 to encourage Roots 
& Shoots members and other 
interested individuals to promote 
peace in their communities and 
around the globe. 

Many powerful and inspiring 
pledges were written on the white 
sheets used to make the dove. 

Amelia: “I promise never to do  
less than my best for the planet”

Bobbi: “I will always be kind 
to animals and humans”

William: “I will plant lots more 
trees to replace the ones people  
have cut down”

Harvey: “I promise to work  
towards stopping extinction”

Leah: “I promise to keep the  
world clean and tidy”

Stephen Haynes, who organised the 
event said: “The Peace Day celebration 
at Chowbent Primary School was 
an amazing experience. Our journey 
started 5yrs ago thanks to a lady called 
Melanie, who introduced us to Roots 
& Shoots and the UK team, and we 
never looked back. It all started when 
we entered a competition for the most 
improved school ground. We got a Roots 
& Shoots Silver Award and were invited 
to the celebrations in London.

And then we wanted to do more. So 
we formed a larger Eco committee of 
about 12 pupils and we transformed 
the school grounds. I then had a crazy 
idea that with the help of the kids and 
their parents and grandparents that we 
could build a greenhouse out of recycled 
pop bottles. It was so much fun, and our 
green house is beautiful.

Earlier this year, I got a phone call 
from the Roots & Shoots UK team, 
asking if we would like to host the Peace 
Day celebration this year. We of course, 
jumped at the chance for the school to 
get involved, and we all truly worked 
together to make that day very special. 
From reception students all the way to 
y6, every class in ks1 was making little 
doves out of paper plates whilst ks2 
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Celebrating Peace 
Day at Chowbent 
Primary School

The beautiful Green House  
at Chowbent Primary School

Following the lead of their hero – renowned primatologist Jane Goodall, Ph.D., DBE – 
Students from Chowbent Primary School, hosted the 2017 UN International Day of Peace 
Parade on their school grounds. All students from reception right up to Year 6 took part.

were involved in making the large dove 
made out of sheets sown together. 

But personally, I cannot thank Roots 
& Shoots enough for giving our school 
the chance to make a difference and 
we are so happy to be involved in this 
programme.“

Students, teachers and volunteers 
spent the morning assembling the Dove. 
Jasmina Georgovska from the Roots & 
Shoots UK team, said “I’ve had so much 
fun at Chowbent! The excitement and 
dedication of everyone that took part in 
the Peace Day celebration that day filled 
me up with hope! Seeing all these young 
people pledging to create a better future 
was so inspiring!”

James Randle, the schools’ 
Headteacher said: “International Peace 
Day was a wonderful opportunity 
to focus everybody at Chowbent on 
thinking both about the world as it is 
today, as well as the world we would 
wish to create for the future. Working 
as a team the children created a large 
peace dove onto which they wrote their 
own individual pledges. Each pledge 
outlined one step that each person 
would make in order to help make the 
world a better place to live. The day 
beautifully complemented the work 
that we have undertaken over the last 
few years to promote an awareness of 
ecology, care for the world and more 
importantly, the need for every member 
of the school to stand up and take a 
personal responsibility for themselves, 
their community and the world.”
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Inspired by Dr. Seuss’s classic tale, 
The Lorax tells of a moustachioed 
and cantankerous critter who is on a 
mission to protect the earth from the 
greedy, tree-chopping, businessman 
known only as the Once-ler.

Organised by the Old Vic, Dr Jane 
watched the inspiring show and 
then met Kasper Steyn, the Roots & 
Shoots member who won the Lorax 
competition for making an amazing 
puppet called Lumi. In a special 
appearance in the Voices Off talk 
series, Dr Jane then shared exciting 
stories about her early life and work.

Dr Jane’s talk received standing 
ovations and many left the beautiful 
theatre extremely moved and 
inspired to make their own positive 
difference!

Dr Jane and Kasper Steyn meet the Lorax

Voices Off with  
Dr Jane Goodall
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AROUND THE WORLD
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Lounama and Falero on the new climbing 
frame with the plains of the Tchimpounga 
nature Reserve behind them

Wild endangered specieś s 
masks made of waste materials

Dr Jane joined  
the parade

Every year for more than 20 years 
the 8th grade students from Verdala 
International School in Pembroke, 
Malta, have raised funds for the Jane 
Goodall Institute. On this occasion 
they decided to do a DANCE-A-
THON. The sessions ranged from 
45 minutes to an hour. The entire 
Middle School was on a rotating 
schedule that each student signed 
up for. There was jazz, line dancing, 
square dancing, aerobics, salsa, 
ballroom dancing and many more. 
The teachers were involved as well 
and everyone danced the day away! 
They started on the football pitch 
with a history of dancing medley 
from the 20th-21st centuries. The 
students said it was the funniest 
school day of the year! There was 
always someone dancing, with small 
groups taking breaks now and then, 
but they never stopped. It was a 
fantastic way to raise money. 

The amounts have varied over 
the years, but this year 1,752.24 
USD was raised by the whole 
Middle School (ages 10-13). With 

Verdala 
International 
School in Malta 
fundraises 
for JGI to help 
chimpanzees

this year’s donation, a small pond 
for the chimpanzees can be built 
in two different enclosures in 
Tchimpounga’s rehabilitation 
center. In the wet season, 
temperatures range between 82°F 
and 94°F, therefore a pond would 
be a great permanent enrichment 
structure where the chimpanzees 
can play and refresh themselves 
on hot summer days. Previous 
donations helped build a chimp 
playground and buy a canoe.

Thank you Verdala International 
School!
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Excited R&S students ready to plant

Their latest project is all about tree 
planting, and we are proud that Duke and 
Rubin from the eco pop band Besureis and 
their environmental protection team One 
Fight. Unite are organising charity events in 
order to raise funds to support this project. 
The project will involve over 700 students 
– 700 protectors of our planet. Thank you 
Besureis for all your support!

Argentina’s First Animal Parade
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Roots & Shoots in Burundi was created in 
2006, and up until now there are 29,736 
members from 7 provinces. They have 76 
clubs, from different schools, surrounding 
Mukungu – Vyanda-Rukambasi and Kibila 
where chimps and other species live. Since 
the crises in Burundi touched the wild rivers, 
Roots & Shoots decided to create different 
clubs in order to protect the remaining 
species and better the environment. 

On November 25 we celebrated the first Animal 
Parade in Buenos Aires, during Jane Goodall’s visit 
to Argentina.

It was a joyful and inspiring gathering, with a 
total attendance of 2000 children and young people 
and their families. We all spoke as one under the 
motto “Wild animals are not pets”.

Kids paraded with native wild endangered 
species´s masks made of waste materials, after a 
three month´s process of artistic and illegal traffic 
awareness workshops.

Jane joined the parade, speaking to every group.
She inspired us in a heartfelt talk, where she 
conveyed her message: “I hope everyone helps me 
building a better world for people, animals and the 
environment”.
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The Roots & Shoots Club at ACS Cobham 
Middle School has had a very busy 
school year and, with a relatively small 
group, has accomplished a tremendous 
amount. When we returned to school 
in August 2016, our Science department 
expressed concern to us about the state 
of the natural pond on our campus. 
So we decided to apply for an Artists 
in Residence grant from the school, 
and were able to have a pond expert 
visit us for a pond dip and to give 
his recommendations for ongoing 
maintenance of the area. Due to the 
proximity of the surrounding trees, 
he told us that there were too many 
nutrients in the pond from fallen leaves, 
and this was causing an overgrowth 
of aquatic plants. Over the winter we 
raked the area around our pond-dipping 
platform, and also were able to plant 
some small trees, such as the dog rose, 
that will attract wildlife and pollinators 
in future. Over the Spring we continued 
with the raking before the Middle 
School’s pond-dipping lessons in May, 
and also spent some time watching 
wildlife in our hide.

Our next Roots & Shoots activity was 
attending the Roots & Shoots Awards 
at the prestigious Barbican Centre in 
London. This was the second year in 
a row that we were able to attend this 
inspiring event. When we arrived, we 
walked straight into the exciting Roots 
& Shoots exhibition. All twelve schools 
that had won awards this year had an 
information table with displays about 
their environmental initiatives over 
the year. We saw everything from 
a school developing its own kitchen 
garden to a bottle recycling project that 
not only raised awareness about the 
level of plastics being thrown away at 
the school, but also helped build wells 
in India; to a group raising awareness 
about fair trade – and this doesn’t even 
include the amazing live music, too! In 
my opinion, one of the most useful parts 
of the day is the networking with other 
schools. After this we had a lovely lunch 
in the Barbican conservatory, heard an 
uplifting talk by Dr. Jane Goodall and 
watched some amazing nature films 
by Love Nature on the big screen in the 
auditorium. All in all, it was a day we’ll 
never forget.

Roots & Shoots 
at ACS Cobham 
International 
School

The pond expert visited, and said that we would 
surely have a population of grass snakes. So the 
grass snake became the mascot of our club. 
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Over the winter months when we 
weren’t able to get outside as much, we 
looked around our campus and liaised 
with our Facilities department to find 
some ideas of what we could do to raise 
environmental awareness on campus. 
We realised that the recycling bins in 
our Dining Hall could be better labelled 
and called a meeting with the school 
and our waste management company. 
We helped devise a simple recycling 
campaign to raise awareness about 
the importance of dividing organic 
and non-organic waste and to this end 
ran a video and text announcements 
to our Middle School. Our goal was to 
raise the amount we are recycling by 
another ten percent (from 35-45%). We 
also have made arrangements for our 
waste management company to come 
to the school, so that they can do some 
presentations and we can see first hand 
the lifecycle of our waste when it leaves 
the school. We are now also being copied 
on the school’s monthly waste report, so 
that we can closely monitor any changes, 
and are going to publish an audit to the 
school community.

Finally, the team members ran an 
information booth at ACS Cobham’s 13th 
annual Party for the Planet. The ethos 
of the “party” fits in well with Roots & 
Shoots philosophy, as it’s a community 
event with an environmental focus.  

“Being involved with Roots & 
Shoots has changed my life as 
an educator. I think that when 
you put at the forefront of your 
teaching the human connection 
to others that’s inherent in the 
day-to-day choices that we make 
– including our relationships 
with the Earth and other fellow 
living things – you can truly rise 
above ‘subjects’ per se and begin 
to create human beings with a 
conscience who want the best 
for our world.”

We continued to sell gift cards of 
indigenous British animals (made by our 
talented Middle School artists) and were 
very fortunate to raise enough money 
to sponsor another chimpanzee from 
Jane Goodall’s Tchimpounga Reserve. 
We really hope that we will make a big 
difference to Kudia’s life and that this 
“adoption” will help raise awareness of 
our efforts in Middle School.

Anne Hollyfield
Middle School Librarian, ACS 
Cobham International School

Kudia at Tchindzoulou island

http://www.janegoodall.org.uk

