
Dear Roots & Shoots 
Members,

“Together we really can  
make the world a better  

place for all living things”
Dr Jane Goodall

Autumn Edition

December promises to be a 
very exciting month for Roots 
& Shoots groups across the 
UK. From the 3-6 December 
Dr Jane will be visiting a 
number of schools in the 
UK to see for herself the 
wonderful work you have 
been doing.

To recognise your contributions, 
we will be hosting an Awards 
ceremony in London on 
Wednesday 5 December. Dr Jane 
herself will be giving out the 
prizes for Roots & Shoots groups 
and their contributions in the 
areas of people, animals and the 
Environment.

You must submit your projects  
by October 31 to be considered 
for an Award and be given the 
rare opportunity to meet Dr Jane 
in person!

Awards Countdown…

Roots & Shoots  
Awards

Welcome to our Autumn Term 
newsletter and what promises to 
be a very exciting school year.  
I hope that you all enjoyed a 
fabulous summer.

We have so many interesting 
projects and events planned 
for you this year; we know you 
will enjoy being a part of – both 
here in the UK and within our 
global family. It’s a perfect way to 
put something into making our 
communities and planet a  
better place.

An important event in the Roots 
& Shoots calendar last month 
was Peace Day which took place 
on 23 September. It encourages 
Peace across the globe. Roots & 
Shoots Members participated 
around the globe by “flying” 
giant peace Dove puppets made 

out of recycled materials. 
For more information visit 
www.rootsnshoots.org.
uk/blog.

During October we 
are inviting schools to 
take part in our own 
fundraising project 

for Tchimpounga our 
chimpanzee sanctuary in 
the Congo. Every penny 
you raise will contribute 
towards improving the 
quality of life for the 
chimpanzees.

Our website is ready for 
take off, your missions are 
waiting to be assigned, 
you are back and refreshed 
from your summer 
holidays. By now you’ve 
had a chance to look at 

some of the projects we 

sent you back in May – whether 
it is for people, animals or the 
environment.  

It’s time to put into practice 
some positive changes; so roll 
up those sleeves and let’s get 
cracking.

The Roots & Shoots Mission is 
underway…….

Tara Golshan,  
Head of Education

Children in Brockenhurst celebrate 
Peace Day with gardening presenter 
Charlie Dimmock.

REGISTER  
your school & pupils at  
www.rootsnshoots.org.uk.

TAKE ACTION on your chosen 
projects during September- 
October

SUBMIT your projects to us here 
at JGI UK by October 31. We 
will draw up a shortlist and invite 
representatives of the winning 
schools along to the Awards  
ceremony in London.

AWARDS and prizes with Dr Jane 
& other groups in London on 
Wednesday 5 December.

 
We have a 

growing number 
of schools that have 

signed up. 
 Register your  

school at

www.rootsnshoots.org.uk

www.rootsnshoots.org.uk/blog
www.rootsnshoots.org.uk/blog
www.rootsnshoots.org.uk
www.rootsnshoots.org.uk


Can you 
answer the questions about the Congo and chimpanzees? 

In July more than 35,000 
Scouts from around the world 
came together in the UK for the 
World Scout Jamboree, where 
Dr Jane was a guest of honour. 

Dr Jane spoke to the Scouts 
about the opportunities they 

have to make a change; 
chimpanzee 

and human 
similarities; 
her 
childhood 
and her 
mother’s 
influence; 

the threats 
facing 

chimpanzees 
and the 

environment, 
through to the development of 
Roots & Shoots and her hope 
for the future.  

As part of this special occasion 
JGI UK delivered a number of 
Roots & Shoots educational 
workshops in the global 
development village at which 
Jane joined a number of Scouts. 

At the end of each workshop 
each Scout was asked to  
make their own personal  
pledge to help the planet 
inspired by Dr Jane’s own 
pledge…. 

As she said: ‘millions of people 
turning off the tap when they 
brush their teeth, picking 
up litter – everything little 
makes a massive difference 
to our world….everyone can 
fight huge corporations with 
consumer power by choosing 
not to buy certain products , 
for example’.

Dr Jane encourages 
Scouts worldwide to 
make a difference for the 
planet at the 21st World 
Scout Jamboree…

‘I pledge to think about the 

choices I make each day. What I 

eat, wear and how I travel. And 

how this affects the environment, 

animals and society’.

Roots & Shoots  
fundraising for 
Tchimpounga  
in October
We would like to ask for 
yours and your schools’ 
help to raise funds for our 
work at Tchimpounga 
during October. 

Kauka
Kauka was 
confiscated at 
a market in 
northern Congo 
where he was 

being sold as a pet. Transferred 
to Tchimpounga in a poor state, 
he is now a thriving and popular 
baby.

Tchimpounga is the largest 
chimpanzee sanctuary in Africa.

The sanctuary itself is in the 
Republic of Congo on Africa’s 
west coast. It is bordered by five 
other countries (known as range 
states because they are home 
to populations of primates) all 
of which have rapidly declining 
chimpanzee populations.

Question: What countries 
border the Congo? Find out key 
facts about them such as the 
population numbers, language 
spoken, their natural resources, 
when they were founded.

The Congo itself has suffered 
both civil wars and wars with its 
neighbours, all of which has meant 
that the plight of chimpanzees 
has worsened. Numbers of 
chimpanzees in the wild have 
declined from more that 1,000,000 
in the 1960s to less than 200,000 
today.

When Tchimpounga opened in 
1992 it was originally designed to 
care for 32 chimpanzees. Today 
more than 138 chimpanzees live at 
Tchimpounga. Some are orphans 
as a result of the bushmeat trade, 
their mothers having been killed 
for food and the baby chimpanzees 
sold or kept as pets. Some were 
ex-zoo or laboratory or circus 
chimpanzees and so have never 
lived in the wild.

Question: What can you 
find out about the causes of the 
bushmeat trade?

This growth in the number of 
chimpanzees that need caring 
for has meant that there is a 
growing cost for looking after the 
chimpanzees that range in age from 
babies of a few months old such 
as Kauka, to Gregoire – the world’s 
oldest male chimpanzee at 64!

Question: Can you find 
out what is the average life 
expectancy of a chimpanzee?



Gregoire
Gregoire is 
amazing! In 1944 
he was locked into 
a barren, dark cage 
in Brazzaville Zoo, 
where he remained 

for the next 53 years. In 1997, 
when fighting by the zoo occurred, 
JGI rescued him with the help of 
the John Aspinall Organisation, 
and airlifted him to Tchimpounga. 
He is a happy old man. A playmate 
to the smaller chimps, a lover of 
music and connoisseur of fine 
French bread, Gregoire is a truly 
remarkable chimp.

Some fundraising ideas to get you 
started could include a dress down 
day at school – make a donation for 
wearing your own clothes; a tea 
party with cakes for sale at school 
or home; collect donations for face 
painting – try painting African 
animals including chimpanzees 
or a sponsored walk, swim, run or 
even silence! Or come up  
with an idea of your own!!!

£35,000£35,000

£12,000£12,000

£1,500£1,500

£31.50/week£31.50/week

New fencing enclosures

A new dormitory for 30 chimpanzees

Walkie talkies for rangers

Food and bedding per 
chimpanzee: £4.50/day or

Every penny you raise for the 
Jane Goodall Institute will be 
sent direct to Tchimpounga, 
to improve the lives of the 
chimpanzees that live there. 
Depending upon how much 
you raise, we will be able to 
undertake the following 
work:

Food and bedding 
per chimpanzee: 
£4.50/day or 
£31.50/week
All the food and 
bedding used at 
Tchimpounga comes from 
local markets 
surrounding 
Tchimpounga and 
Pointe Noire, the 
nearest town some 40 
minutes drive away. This is 
part of the commitment by JGI 
to support local community 
businesses and so demonstrate 
the value of protecting wildlife 
generally and chimpanzees in 
particular. 

Walkie talkies for rangers: 
£1,500

Tchimpounga 
employs and trains 
local people to 
act as reserve 
rangers. Rangers 
are responsible 
for patrolling 

the reserve ensuring poachers are 
not operating, traps are discovered 
and where necessary removed. 
Bushmeat is still hunted and sold in 
markets in the Congo. The walkie 
talkies will be an important part 
of helping the rangers work more 

effectively across large areas of 
terrain by talking to one another in 
the bush.

A new dormitory for  
30 chimpanzees: £12,000

The current dormitory has become 
unsafe due to the numbers of 
chimpanzees using it. The new 
dormitory will be divided into five 

smaller rooms each housing 
six chimpanzees with safer 
access for the Tchimpounga 
staff to feed and care for the 
chimpanzees according to 
their age groups. This means 
that young chimpanzees are 
not at risk of being injured 
by older, more aggressive 
adolescent chimpanzees.

New fencing enclosures: 
£35,000

Enclosures at Tchimpounga are 
important as a means to protect 
the chimpanzees from hunters 
and predators, and protect the 
Tchimpounga staff and local 
populations who live close to the 
sanctuary from the chimpanzees. 
A fully grown chimpanzee has 
the strength of five men and 
can become very aggressive if 
threatened. The expansion and 

strengthening of the existing 
enclosures by two square 
kilometres will mean 
wider areas for up to 60 
chimpanzees to roam.

Anything you do will make 
a difference in the Congo.



Hi there my trusted agents,  
this is ‘J’ speaking. By now I trust  
you have signed up at the 
chronobot lab at  
www.rootsnshoots.org.uk for 
your first Mission brief and been 
assigned passwords by your 
teacher. I have a mission here that 
should suit your talents perfectly. 
The ChronoLink has picked up 
a faint distress signal from far in 
the future. Unfortunately we lost 
the signal before we could get a 
proper fix – we know the time 
but not the exact place. 

I need you to track down the 
source of the signal and find out 
what’s happened. I don’t need 
to remind you that any data you 
can collect may be vital, so record 
everything. Good luck!

The children took part in activities 
representing all three areas of the 
programme:

Animals; including trips to local 
farms, Marwell Zoo (endangered 
species) and sanctuaries  

Human Community; speaker 
events from organisations such as 
the Lifeguards, the Fire Brigade, 
Christian Aid, Save the Children 
and community based action 
projects.

Environment; recycling projects, 
carbon footprints, Fair Trade and 
global warming initiatives.

Dr Jane said “I’d like everyone to  
think about the effect of everything 
they do on the environment and 
society. If they do that and change their 
behaviour, the world would start to 
change rather quickly”.

The week proved to be a huge 
success with parents, teachers and 
pupils and culminated with the 
school creating a ‘Promise Forest’.  
Every person wrote their own 
special pledge on a leaf for the 
planet and put it in the forest on 
one of the trees.

“Our Roots and Shoots Week was a 
huge success. The pupils have been 

full of questions and shown great 
understanding of all the activities we 
have done. All the pupils have written 
a promise on a leaf that we have 
displayed in our ‘Promise Forest’ in the 
hall, families were also invited to make 
a pledge for the planet when they came 
in for an open evening to share their 
wonderful work from the week” said 
teacher and Roots & Shoots  
co-ordinator Ruth Fry.

The school is now setting up a 
regular Roots & Shoots club that 
will meet on a weekly basis.

Student’s feedback…..

“We have learnt that generating 
electricity creates lots of pollution. The 
pollution damages the ozone layer and 
is causing global warming. We must 
all try to find ways to save electricity!” 
Thomas – Year 5

“It was very interesting finding out 
about Jane Goodall’s work with the 
Chimpanzees and I have learnt a lot 
about how clever they are and how 
important it is to save them 
and their habitat”. 
Jordan – Year 3

St Michael’s School, 
Bournemouth, celebrates  
Roots & Shoots with Dr Jane...

Mission Report… 

With the help and support 
of Dr Jane Goodall, St 
Michael’s Primary School 
became the very first school 
in the UK to devote a full 
week of lessons to Roots & 
Shoots projects.

Website 
Launch –  
Ready for take off!!

Your time travelling 
chronobots – ‘Roots’ & 
‘Shoots’ are ready to 
visit the Earth of the 
future – what will they 
find? Time-Tunnel-
ChronoTransfer™ 
successful! It seems 
like I’m on some sort of 
icy glacier – it must’ve 
been pretty cold here 

for quite some time...

The future world is an 
icy, frozen wasteland. 

You are in Scotland. Global warming 
has caused the circulation of the 
oceans to change, cutting off the 
Gulf Stream and plunging Northern 
Europe into a mini Ice Age.

Even the smallest change in the rate 
of global warming could prevent 
this happening. What can your 
school do to save energy? Your 
help is needed. You can make a 

positive change 
that can really 
help to improve 
the future…and 
don’t forget to check 
back on the website 
to see what kind of 
a difference you have 
made once your project 
is completed!
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