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R&S wins Green  
Apple Award at  
House of Commons

Jane Goodall’s Roots & Shoots  
programme won its first ever award 
in the UK on Monday 12th November 
at a prestigious event in the House of 
Commons.  
The award was presented by the Chief 
Executive of the The Green Organisation 
which recognises both companies and 
charities who have made an outstanding 

contribution to the environmental sector. Out of around 400 
entries worldwide, Roots & Shoots UK won the European 
bronze award for Environmental Best Practice.

The award comprised of a beautiful wooden plaque with 
the programme’s work being described and commended to an 
audience from both the private and public sector - who had 
flown in from around the globe.
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‘Life is no brief candle for me. 
It is a sort of splendid torch 
which I have got hold of for 
the moment, and I want to 
make it burn as brightly as 
possible before handing it on 
to future generations.’

See inside for 

Brian M
ay’s 

Aw
ard to Tasis

Tara Golshan receives Green Apple 
Award at House of Commons.

European JGI’s gather in the UK
Following a successful meeting in Barcelona, Spain 
in May 2012 European Executives were invited to 
London in September for further discussions for 
developing our programmes in Europe and exchanging 
best programme practice.

The meetings took place in the prestigious 
Lansdowne Club, and JGI Trustee Angela Hayes kindly 
contributed towards the cost of meeting facilities 
and made these two very productive days even more 
enjoyable. 

Tara Golshan (Executive Director, Education) who attended the event, said: 

“This award is extremely meaningful for us and highlights the fact 
that great things can be achieved on very limited resources and every 
individual can make a difference every day through simple actions 
that ensure the future protection of our planet.”



Copenhagen 
International School 
and their Trashion 
Show Fundraiser
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What happened to that plastic wrapper 
you tossed away at lunchtime? Students 
at Copenhagen International School have 
been making people think twice before they 
discard it, as it may end up on the catwalk!

Over 500 people from over 60 different 
nationalities gathered for the 2012 Trashion 
Show. Netto, Super Best and Super Brugsen 
donated snacks and drinks to energize the 
crowds as they marvelled at the couture 
works of art made entirely from trash! 

“The Trashion Show is basically a fashion 
show using recycled or reusable materials in a quirky, fresh 
and highly fashionable way.” says designer and Diploma 
Student Ricardo.

The journey took nine months and included students 
from kindergarten, all the way through to the IB Diploma 
program. Some of the fabulous costumes included a silver, 
shimmering mermaid-like dress made entirely from juice 
cartons; as well as a trendy, fashion forward waistcoat 
constructed from the inner tubes of a bycycle. The finale 
of the evening was an evening gown made from old video 
film strips accompanied by a swimsuit from negatives. They 
dazzled down the catwalk better than a thousand Swarovski 
crystals!

Live entertainment included a teacher band along with 
various diva-like performances from Middle and High School 
students.

Over 11,000 Danish Kroner was raised for Roots & Shoots 
and will fund an education project on mandrills. Well done 
Copenhagen!

I can’t believe it is the end of the year. 
Where did 2012 go? Does anyone 
know? Time seems to be going faster 
as the years go on which raises a very 
important question. 

What kind of legacy do  
you want to leave behind?
Anne Campbell, an English 
politician, once said ‘to live in hearts 
we leave behind is not to die’…but I 
guess it depends on what kind of life 
we have lived and whether or not we 
would want to be remembered for  
our deeds.

At Roots & Shoots we can be proud 
of our legacy – we really do make a 
difference. You can see it in the faces 
of our members, the lives of the people 
that we help, the improving nature of 
the environment and the contentment 
of the animals that we care for. 

This year has seen us develop some 
exciting new partnerships. Most 
recently we have begun new fashion 
ventures at both Copenghagen and 
Holland Park School in the area of 
upcycling in the Fashion Industry. 
Working with our very own industry 
expert on this exciting project, Nicola 
Giuggioli, CEO of Eco Age. Look 
out for his article in our next edition 
on the challenges of the eco fashion 
industry.

The great thing about the programme 
is that you don’t have to worry 
about saving the whole world and 
combating climate change all at 
once. You can start off by keeping 
it simple! Small day to day actions 
such as turning the lights and the TV 
off and recycling your rubbish can 
make a big difference in the grand 
scheme of time.

And don’t forget, Every great journey 
starts with a single step! 

Merry Christmas and Happy New 
Year to you all.

Tara Golshan
Executive Director, Education

Dear Roots  
& Shoots Members,



Roots & Shoots 
travel North to 
Scotland
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Our Highland Facilitator Team organised 
an exciting week for Dr Goodall in Scotland 
last September. The tour included a lecture 
to the general public at the well known 
Eden Court Theatre in Inverness where Dr 
Goodall was joined on stage by Sir John 
Lister Kaye - founder of the renowned 
AIGAS environmental Field Centre. 

There followed a visit to the Highland 
Wildlife Park to unveil a new and 
exciting project developed by The 
Highland Facilitator Team and Jasper 
Hughes the park’s Educational Officer. 
The project is planning to provide 
hundreds of young people from across 
the region with the opportunity to get 
involved in citizen science activities. 

The week continued in Kirkwall, 
Orkney Islands at the Annual Science 
Festival where Dr Jane delivered a lecture 
followed by her documentary film 
Beauty and The Beast which attracted an 
audience of excited young people and 
long-term followers. School students from 
the area gathered at Stromness Academy to 
hear Dr Jane Goodall speak about her life 
experience and included a meeting with 
our very own Roots & Shoots group from 
as far up as Papa Westray!

The week culminated in a moving 
and inspiring lecture at the beautiful and 
famous St Magnus Cathedral and many 
more Scottish schools joining up to our 
programme.

“With the Peace Doves, we remind everyone of 
the truth they sometimes forget — that peace 

is possible. We celebrate all that is free and 
noble in the human spirit. And we celebrate 

all that so many people have done throughout 
the year — and will do so next year — to 

create a better world” said Dr. Goodall.

School students from Canada Blanch Instituto Espanol 
de Londres joined in on the 2012 UN International Day 
of Peace Parade with the theme for this year being 
Sustainable Peace for a Sustainable Future. The event 
also marked the 10th anniversary of Dr. Goodall’s 
appointment as a UN Messenger of Peace.

This year’s event in London featured a two-hour 
parade with over 40 young people parading from City 
Hall, across the Millennium Bridge, past the Tower of 
London, along Tower Bridge and finally returning to 
City Hall.

Peace Day  

2012



 

Tasis received a Wildlife Rocks Award at the 
Guildford Cathedral on the 1st of September. Brian 
May presented the award to Wendy Gediman, our 
very own R&S champion, and  
the Wildlife Club members who were able to  
be present. 

Each week, for 7 months, 20 students aged 
between 7 and 10 worked endless hours in their 
large school garden to prepare, plan and finally 
build a wildlife pond. This pond is an important 
habitat for insects, which wildlife depend on. A 
rehabilitated hedgehog, named Guy, was released 
in May in the garden. A wild area has been left 
next to the pond for Guy to live in. The pond is 
beautiful, and Brian May donated the pond plants. 
As Wendy comments “it was a wonderful surprise 
and great honor to be chosen for this lovely 
award. It was exciting for the children who were 
just back from holiday, to be able to come to the 
Guildford Cathedral to accept the award from 
Brian May”!
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TASIS receives a Wildlife 
Rocks Award presented by 
Brian May from Queen

R&S Earthwatch 
winner reveals 
all…

When Roots & 
Shoots gave me 
the opportunity to 
join Earthwatch in 
Oxford for the Teach 
Earth week in the 
summer holidays, I 
was a little nervous. 

But I have to say 
it was one of the best experiences I have ever had. Everyone 
was so nice; the other teachers, Earthwatch staff and the 
scientists were pleasant and welcoming. Nothing was too 
much trouble and they answered all my questions in a really 
open and easy way.

Teachers took part in conservation research and data 
collection activities, including tagging and identifying trees, 
measuring their diameters, measuring leaf area and canopy 
cover, establishing the amount and timing of leaf fall, and 
gathering and classifying samples in the established plots.

Through this hands on experience with Earthwatch 
scientists, new skills were developed as field scientists 
and we learnt about a broad range of curriculum relevant 
environmental topics, providing a real world context for 
teaching on environmental issues.

Overall I would go back any time, as the week was 
informative and interesting. I feel it has helped me in the 
classroom, especially with our eco initiatives, and personally, 
for my own confidence and enrichment.

Thank you Roots & Shoots and Earthwatch for this 
wonderful experience!

Tracy Knight from Eastbury 
Comprehensive School in Essex tells how 
she felt when Roots & Shoots offered her 
a fully funded Teach Earth experience …

Two more sponsors 
and counting!
Jane Goodall’s Roots & Shoots programme has won 
two more sponsors for their special needs programme 
Sylvae (meaning Forest) based in Scotland. Both the Big 
Lottery Fund and Ernest Cook Trust have decided to 
sponsor Sylvae, which helps children from difficult and 
disadvantaged backgrounds develop their skill set in order 
to make a contribution to their environment. Watch this 
space to learn more about these projects in 2013.


