
Plan and Plant a Wildlife Garden
A Dustbowl Activity

This activity looks at how to make your green spaces wildlife-friendly, and why it’s important to consider wildlife and the  
environment when creating a garden.
This activity is in two parts, with a couple of  easy ways to attract birds and solitary bees to your green space, and advice on 
how to become part of  a nationwide initiative to support and  improve local green spaces.

Context
In the Dustbowl Mission Briefing comic (downloadable from the Resources section of  
http://www.rootsnshoots.org.uk), Chrono-bot R00T5 travels to a future where crops have failed leading 
to dust storms, and Kent is a strange, almost lunar landscape, with little or nothing growing. This is a big 
change that has happened over many years. Over time, climate changes can affect organisms in lots of  
different ways, and one of  these is whether there are bees to pollinate the plants.  Chrono-bot R00T5 
discovers that without bees to pollinate the plants, the crops fail, so R00T5 heads back to save the bees, 
but he needs your help too!

Maintaining and protecting green spaces is vital.  They provide shelter and refuge for bees and many 
other species in a world that is constantly being developed and exploited.  Whether it’s a window box or 
corner of  the sports field that’s not in use, by developing a wildlife friendly green space, pupils will be 
able to create a haven for animals and a great place to spot some beautiful native birds and insects.

While many people associate 'wildlife' with the countryside and wild expanses, there is an abundance of  
plant and animal species that can be found in the most built-up of  urban spaces.  All they need is a little 
help.  By creating a wildlife garden (big or small) within your school grounds or encouraging pupils to 
transform their own green spaces at home, you’ll be helping to provide shelter and food for a range of  
animals.  Wildlife gardening doesn’t need to be difficult, and you don’t need a massive space to do it.  By 
simply planting a hanging basket you’ll be providing food for many different bees and insects.

How long will it take?
Activity 1 and 2 are both quite quick and easy.  They will take 10 - 20 minutes each to complete.  They 
should be done with adult supervision and are suitable to complete as a class, but they could be done at 
home also.

Activity 3 is potentially ongoing, and to begin with should be done as a class or in small groups.  The 
initial sign-up process will only take about 30 minutes, and can involve input from all the pupils to help 
fill out the questionnaire.  Once this is complete, you will be given an advice list, with simple changes 
that you can make to your green space to improve it.  Whether you do this as a one-off  class with pupils, 
implementing some of  the suggestions, or take time each week to improve your green space, is up to 
you.  Pupils can also take part in several surveys (highlighted on the website).  These can take as little as 
10 minutes to complete, and help pupils to observe and appreciate the different species in their green 
spaces as well as being part of  a nationwide project.
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What do I need to make it work?
Equipment and materials for creating your wildlife garden are varied, but can be kept to a minimum, 
with gardening gloves a sensible necessity.  While bird feeders, bat boxes and ponds can all be purchased 
from your nearest garden centre, DIY versions can be just as effective and cheaper!  Plus, it gives 
students the chance to put their creativity to the test and really get involved in making a difference.  

For activity 1 pupils will require the following:

●An apple

●An apple corer

●Three small sticks

●Sunflower seeds and/or other bird seed

●String

For activity 2 pupils will require the following:

●8 inch long (roughly) pieces bamboo canes, or dried reeds, or stems of  herbaceous 
plants such as raspberries or brambles.  Or anything similar with a hollow centre.

●String

What things will my students create?

●A bird feeder

●A home for solitary bees

●A profile of  their garden/green space, which can be updated and which will give 
them suggestions for improvements.  They can also take part in nationwide surveys.

© 2008 Jane Goodall Institute



Exercise 1 – Create a bird feeder
Throughout the year, birds spend much of  their time foraging for food.  During winter months 
especially and the breeding season, you can help them by providing extra food.

1. Give each pupil an apple.  Get them to core the apple with the corer, or do this for them.  Pupils 
can then begin the stick sunflower seeds etc into the top half  of  the apple.  They should find 
them fairly easy to push into the outer flesh of  the apple.  These will feed the birds, who will 
then eat the apple also.

2. Once the apple has been adorned with seeds, place a small stick into either side of  the apple 
(towards the bottom of  the apple).  This will give the birds something to perch on.

3. Finally, attach a stick to the bottom of  a length of  string, and then thread the string through the 
centre of  the apple (the cored hole).  This can then be tied to a branch, and will thus allow the 
apple to hang below.  Get pupils to choose where they want to hang their feeders.  

Once the feeders are in place, pupils can then monitor the feeders and identify the birds that are using 
them.  Are they encouraging more birds into your green space than before?

For help identifying bird species, take a look at the RSPB’s website: 
http://www.rspb.org.uk/wildlife/birdidentifier/

Exercise 2 – Create a solitary bee home
Solitary bees (such as Mason bees) like to live on their own in small tunnels (which can be created by 
drilling holes into pieces of  dead wood or by creating bundles of  hollow canes and plant stems).  Bees 
are important pollinators (as R00T5 has discovered), and therefore valuable animals to encourage in your 
green space.

1. Collect a selection of  canes and plant stems and cut/break them into shorter lengths (ideally 
about 8 inches long). 

2. Allow pupils to select a handful of  these stems/canes and sort them into a small bundle.  

3. Tie the string around the bundles, to hold them together and in place.

4. Get pupils to go out into their green space and find suitable places to put these bundles, for 
example gaps in fences and hedges, in tree nooks and branches, down the side of  garden sheds. 
Anywhere that the bundle will be sheltered slightly and is secure (i.e. won’t be disturbed or 
moved).

Pupils can then monitor these bundles and watch to see if, over time, bees arrive and bung up the hollow 
stems etc.  They do this to protect their eggs, which once hatched, will then make a small hole in the 
blocked ‘wall’ and emerge.

For help identifying bees and other insects in your green space, have a look at the Natural History 
Museum’s website and bug forum:

http://www.nhm.ac.uk/nature-online/life/insects-spiders/bug-forum/?q=gallery

© 2008 Jane Goodall Institute

http://www.nhm.ac.uk/nature-online/life/insects-spiders/bug-forum/?q=gallery
http://www.rspb.org.uk/wildlife/birdidentifier/


Exercise 3 
Your students can join in a nationwide project to create wildlife friendly gardens and share their ideas, 
experiences and achievements with others.  The Homes For Wildlife project has been set up by the 
RSPB and provides you with the support you need to make the most out of  your green space, however 
big it is.  By filling in a brief  questionnaire, it gives you personalised advice and suggestions.

Step by step instructions follow….

Step 1  Visit the Homes for Wildlife website  http://www.rspb.org.uk/hfw

Step 2 Set up a new user profile.  You will need to give details about the size and location of  
your green space.  What you already have in place to attract wildlife, and what type of  
wildlife you are particularly interested in attracting e.g. birds or insects.

Step 3  Once you’ve filled in the questionnaire, you can opt to receive regular emails and updates.

Step 4  Take time to look around the website and your user profile.  Once your questionnaire is 
complete, you will be given an advice list, with simple changes that you can make to your 
green space to improve its use for wildlife.  Whether you do a one-off  class with pupils, 
implementing some of  these suggestions, or take time each week to improve your green 
space, is up to you.  

Step 5  Regularly update your profile.  

Step 6  Pupils can also take part in several surveys (highlighted on the user homepage) and help 
look for and identify common plants and wildlife in their green space.  Their results can 
then be submitted on the website and form part of  a nationwide census to help inform 
future conservation work and strategies.  These surveys can take as little as 10 minutes to 
complete, with identification and recording sheets provided and easily printable.  It’s a 
simple and effective way to get them exploring their green spaces, either as a class at 
school or at home in their own gardens and parks.

Suggested further work – look at the following websites for further support and inspiration:

● Space for Nature (Wildlife gardening forum)  http://wildlife-gardening.org.uk

● The Wildlife Trusts and RHS   http://www.wildaboutgardens.org

● BBC Breathing Places campaign   http://www.bbc.co.uk/breathingplaces

● The Bumblebee Conservation Trust  http://www.bumblebeeconservationtrust.co.uk

● Butterfly Conservation   http://www.butterfly-conservation.org

● Pond Conservation   http://www.pondconservation.org.uk/advice/gardenponds

● The Bat Conservation Trust  http://www.bats.org.uk

There are also many books on wildlife gardening such as 'Wildlife Gardening for Everyone', produced by 
the RHS and The Wildlife Trusts (ISBN 978-1-84525-016-4)  £12.99

Get pupils to design their ideal wildlife friendly garden, using all the ideas and 
experiences they have encountered so far.  
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