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People

“Together we really can
make the world a better
place for all living things”

Animals

Environment
Jane Goodall

Dear Roots &
Shoots Members,

Roots & Shoots
Year Planner

Welcome to 2008.

Ask your teacher to register
your names at:

I hope that your New Year has got
off to a great start.

www.rootsnshoots.org.uk

February

Although many see January and
February as dreary months, the best
part of it is that the longest night
has passed. In a few weeks time
the first signs of Spring will start to
appear and, as I write this, Roots
& Shoots projects are busily being
planned in schools across the UK.

Decide on your activities available in our resource pack
and on the website at

www.rootsnshoots.org.uk/
logged-in/teacher-download.
php

FebruarySeptember

Last December was our busiest
month as Dr Jane was in the UK
on a hectic tour which included
visiting schools and universities and
attending the first ever Roots
& Shoots Awards.

Take Positive Action

September 21st
Peace Day

The Awards proved a
successful note to end the
year on with an exciting
London event, where
schools from across the UK
showcased their Roots &
Shoots humanitarian and
environmental work.
Despite the amount of
pessimistic news we are
exposed to nowadays on
television, through the media and
internet and the escalating problems
that man inflicts on our planet, I
always feel hopeful for the future
through the young people that I
meet on my travels with Dr Jane,
who demonstrate such enthusiasm,
hope and compassion for our
planet. It spurs me on to go to
work everyday for JGI and make a
positive difference to the world –
however modest!

January

September

The Roots & Shoots Awards

October-November
The Roots & Shoots
Fundraising Months
Please join me...
Together we can make
a difference...

Tara Golshan,
Executive Director
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The launch of the
People& Shoots
Animals
2007 Roots
Awards with Dr Jane

Environment

Schools from across the UK were invited to
London last December to share and present
their Roots & Shoots activities to Dr Jane
and each other as part of the first ever
Roots & Shoots Awards ceremony.
The event took place at the Louise
T Blouin Institute – one of the
largest not-for-profit cultural spaces
in London and a showcase for
established and emerging artists recently opened in Notting Hill
to promote creative thinking
through culture.

What you
thought of
the awards

Students prepared creative
showcases of their contribution
in the area of people, animals and
the environment and described to
Dr Jane and the other participants
what they had achieved, why it
was important and how they would
build on their work for the future
preservation of the planet.
Dr Jane also gave a truly inspiring
talk about how important this
work was and how she hoped that
schools in the UK would use her
network to link to other Roots &
Shoots groups involved in similar
projects around the world.
Schools were presented with
certificates and a model Baobab
tree made in Africa. A very special
tree that is indigenous to the
African continent and referred to as
the Tree of Life, flowering on just
one evening of the year.

We all had a fantastic time last week.
It was absolutely brilliant to share
our project with others and to see
what they had all been up to. I am
sure it will give the schools lots of
ideas. The children were really proud
of their work and meeting Dr Jane
was the icing on the cake.
I just wanted to say a big thank
you for the lovely day we had on
Wednesday. It was wonderful to be
part of the first ever awards and for
the children to meet Dr Jane. It was
really interesting to see what the other
schools had done and I have already
pinched some ideas! …
One of our group who had never been
to London before said that apart from
her birthday and Christmas it was
the best day of her life so far!
Anne Byrom
St.Michael’s, Bournemouth

I have no intention of giving up on
Roots & Shoots. It is far too important
to me. Your work is fantastic.
Rebecca Lambert
Rosemellin Primary School,
Cornwall
Thank you so much for organizing
such an inspiring day on Wednesday.
The kids loved it as did I - and our
certificate and tree are in pride of
place in the school reception.

Thanks for a most successful day in
London. The boys really enjoyed the
event and we felt privileged to attend.

It was a truly uplifting day - seeing
how much other schools around the
UK and around the world are doing
to help the planet - but it was also
a reminder that time is running out
and there is much more we can all do.

Jenny Limond,
Ryley’s School for Boys, Cheshire

Kit Rogers
Priestland School, Hampshire

t

Roots & Shoots
and Mrs Brown
On January 19th, our
Shanghai Roots & Shoots
office received Mrs. Brown,
wife of UK Prime Minister,
Gordon Brown and Olympic
Medalist Dame Kelly Holmes.
They were selected by the
British Consulate General in
Shanghai as the only not-forprofit organization for Mrs.
Brown to visit during her stay in Shanghai. The students
and volunteers talked about their own experiences with
Roots & Shoots, the projects they are involved in and
how Roots & Shoots helps them become better people.
The Prime Minister’s wife and Dame Kelly were very
impressed with the work being carried out by the Roots
& Shoots team.

Dr Jane’s
December Tour
Dr Jane’s hectic December schedule included visits
to Ashley Primary School and Heathside Secondary
culminating in the Roots & Shoots Awards in London.
She was then given an honorary degree in a lavish
ceremony at Liverpool university where she spoke to
over 300 students about her beginnings, the influence
of her mother, her life and career and her Reasons
for Hope.
Dr Goodall travels 300 days of each year campaigning for
the change needed to get us living in a sustainable manner.
One of her greatest hopes for the future lies in the
commitment of young people towards preserving our
precious planet. In her view we must make a better
environment for future generations. As she states, ‘we
don’t inherit the world from our ancestors - we borrow
it from our children....’

Returning to
her Cambridge
University Roots
Returning to Cambridge where
she was awarded her PhD, Dr Jane
gave a lecture entitled “Reasons for
Hope” at both Anglia Ruskin and
Cambridge University to almost
1000 people. The lectures, one of
which was followed by a charity
reception and book signing, in
Sidgwick Hall, Newnham College
were a tremendous success.
The events raised over £1000 towards
the Tchimpounga sanctuary, reserve and
community in the Republic of Congo.
“I am proud to return to Cambridge University,
where I studied forty-two years ago, and meet
with members of their Roots & Shoots group”,
she said. “Cambridge Roots & Shoots is a terrific
example of the initiative being taken by the
youth and young adults of our world, and
I hope we can spread their compassion and
dedication across the United Kingdom.”
The Cambridge University Roots & Shoots
Society supports community activities and
green practices within the University and the
City of Cambridge.

Mission Reports...

Agent J

Next
Mission
Brief –

The Dustbowl
The future world is a dust bowl a strange, almost lunar landscape
with little or nothing growing.
You are in Kent. Bits of machinery
and buildings poke out of the
dust - they have been buried by
dust storms. (For background
information visit
http://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Dust_Bowl).
What’s happened? Well, lack
of bees, butterflies and other
pollinating insects led to crop
failure, with the resulting empty
fields becoming dry and dusty,
leading to catastrophic dust
storms, just like in the US in the
1930s. Building a wildlife garden
to encourage bees and butterflies
can help prevent this. What else
can you do?
For more information and to
download this mission visit
www.rootsnshoots.org.uk.

Headteacher, Richard
Dunne of Ashley School,
shares his experiences
The children of Ashley CofE
Primary School have been
doing Roots & Shoots for
over 6 years. During that
time the various groups
have undertaken projects as
far ranging as whole school
tree planting, creating a
school pond, planning and
running intergenerational
tea parties for local elderly
people, establishing an allyear-round vegetable garden
and making chimpanzee
enrichment toys for the
chimpanzees of London Zoo.
But the one thing the Roots &
Shoots children really wanted was a
visit from Dr Jane and on Monday,
3rd December that wish came true.
The day began in the main hall
with the children of Ashley
presenting their year group Care
and Concern projects to Jane
and the school. Although Roots
& Shoots is an extra-curricular
club, the programme itself is now
fully integrated into school and
each term every year group from
Reception to Year 6 chooses a
project that demonstrates Care and
Concern in one of the three areas
of Environment, Animals and the
Human Community.
Before the children gave their
presentations, Jane began the
assembly with her customary
chimpanzee pant-hoot welcome.
It was the wildest greeting we had
ever had!

Roots

Shoots

The last group to present were
the Roots & Shoots members,
who explained to Jane how
they had organised and run
a fundraising day to raise
money for the chimpanzees of

Tchimpounga. The day had
included the school’s version of the
‘X’ Factor, appropriately entitled
the ‘A’ (Ashley) Factor, as well as an
animal art exhibition and a ‘Guess
how many bananas are in the box?’
competition. Everyone had donated
£1 each to come dressed in their
own clothes or as an animal,
and the day had raised an
impressive £300.
After their presentations, Jane
told the children all about her
childhood and how much she had
been fascinated by animals and
wildlife. She shared her memories
of life in the forest of Gombe in
Tanzania, studying chimpanzees.
And she concluded by telling the
children how much they were
all part of her Reasons for Hope
through the Care and Concern
projects they do.
A very special morning concluded
with a delicious seasonal lunch
and a chance for a select group
of Roots & Shoots members
to enjoy a bowl of soup and a
chat with Dr Jane. And in the
afternoon, Jane spent time with
secondary students at Heathside
School in Weybridge, inspiring
them to make a difference every
day through their actions and
their words. Thank you, Jane, for
making our day!
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