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“With the Peace Doves, we remind everyone of the truth
they sometimes forget – that peace is possible. We
celebrate all that is free and noble in the human spirit.”
Dr Jane Goodall

People
Animals& Environment
Dear Roots
visit to
Shoots Members, Our
Number 10
Welcome to Autumn.

What an exciting year this has been
for us!
We now have 79 schools signed up
to the Roots & Shoots programme
with more schools joining us every
day. We have seen some interesting
developments.
In July we had an invitation to
visit No 10 Downing Street and
met with the PM’s advisor on the
Environment, Michael Jacobs. The
Government have now pledged
to support our Roots & Shoots
programme.

For the first time we celebrated
International Day of Peace in
London on the 21st September.
At the same time as parading
our Giant Peace Doves, we also
managed to raise money for the
James Bulger Red Balloon memorial
centre in Liverpool that helps
bullied children restore their lives.
On another note, we formed a
partnership with Eco-schools
whereby Roots & Shoots activities
now count towards the Eco schools
Green Flag award.
During the coming winter months
remember the great thing about
Roots & Shoots is it’s flexibility.
If you can’t get outside to do
your environmental work, there
is nothing to stop you getting
involved with some human
community projects – of which
there are many – and helping
those less fortunate and less
privileged than yourselves.
After all, that is what the
festive period is all about
– isn’t it?

Our
school numbers
continue to grow.
To see which schools
have registered or to
remind your teacher
to register visit:

Downing
Street

Merry Xmas and see you in
the New Year.

Tara Golshan,
Executive Director

www.rootsnshoots.org.uk

Our Chairman and I had the
priviledge of being invited to No
10 Downing Street in July. This
was a follow up from a letter sent
to Mrs Sarah Brown after her visit
to China where she had visited
our Roots & Shoots programme.
During our visit we met with
Michael Jacobs, the PM’s advisor
on the Environment. It proved
successful. The Government have
now pledged the following for us:
A statement of endorsement
supporting the Roots &
Shoots education programme;
Recommendation and support
by the Department for Children,
Schools and Families; and the
possibility of hosting a fundraiser
at No 10 Downing Street. Not bad
for a first visit!

Peace

Day
– the first ever in

central London

Roots & Shoots
Awards, London

On the 21st September, Roots
& Shoots celebrated the United
Nations International Day of
Peace in London.
After a two minute silence at
12.00pm, a giant peace dove, made
by our Anglia Ruskin University
students from Cambridge was
paraded from city hall, across the
Millennium Bridge, past the Tower
of London, along Tower Bridge and
finally back to City Hall.
The Roots & Shoots group also
raised money to help establish a
new centre for abused children
in Liverpool for the Red Balloon
charity, in memory of James
Bulger, the two year old brutally
murdered fifteen years ago.
With gun and knife crime on the
increase, especially in London, it is
even more imperative that young
people are encouraged in a more
positive direction against violence
and bullying and towards unity
and respect for others. Our youth
showed the country and the rest
of the world that, every individual
can make a difference and if
united, can change the world.

A UN Messenger of Peace since
2002, Dr. Goodall established
Roots & Shoots Day of Peace
in 2004 to encourage members
to promote peace in their
communities. Held high by
young hands, the Doves have
spread their wings everywhere
including the Colosseum in
Rome, a monastery in Mongolia,
the base of Mount Fuji and even
the peak of Mount Kilimanjaro.

What you thought
of the awards

On the 15th September,
schools from across the UK
gathered together in London
to share and present their
Roots & Shoots activities to
Dr Jane and each other at
the Roots & Shoots Awards
ceremony.
The event took place at the
prestigious National Theatre on
the South Bank. Students prepared
creative showcases of their
contribution in the area of people,
animals and the environment
and described to Dr Jane and the
other participants what they had
achieved, why it was important
and how they would build on their
work for the future preservation of
the planet.
Dr Jane also gave a truly inspiring
talk about how important this
work was and how she hoped that
schools in the UK would use her
network to link to other Roots &
Shoots groups involved in similar
projects around the world.
Schools were presented with
certificates and a special elephant
sculpted by hand from red African
clay in Malawi, central Africa. The
elephant is said to bring harmony
to a household and its occupants
due to its ability to remove
obstacles in its path.

I just want to say a massive thank
you for yesterday. The children had
an amazing day. They all, including
Karen, the teaching assistant who
accompanied them, came back
inspired. They will be talking about
the trip at our Roots & Shoots
meeting today. Thank you again.
Melissa Davies Oliveck
Jubilee Primary School
I’ve now returned from my A-level
fieldwork and wanted to thank you
both for our Ringwood students’
wonderful day in London at the
awards ceremony. Sue reports that it
was an almost magical occasion and
the students haven’t stopped talking
about meeting Jane. They had a truly
wonderful time.
Gill Hickman,
Ringwood School
It was such a fantastic experience
for my students and myself to attend
and take part in the Roots & Shoots
Award ceremony in London. Jane
Goodall is such an inspiration to us
all and we will never forget the day or
most importantly her message. I have
begun working with our newly formed
Lower School Roots & Shoots Club,
and we have already begun some
lovely projects.
I admire all that Roots & Shoots does
and look forward to new projects.
Wendy Gediman
TASIS The American School in
England

Our Fundraising months
and what you can do!
As a result of the growing need at Tchimpounga, November and
December are Roots & Shoots fundraising months in the UK. We
would like to ask for yours and your schools’ help to raise funds.
About Tchimpounga….
Tchimpounga is the largest
chimpanzee sanctuary in Africa.
The sanctuary itself is in the
Republic of Congo on Africa’s west
coast. The Congo has suffered
both civil wars and wars with its
neighbours, all of which has meant
that the plight of chimpanzees has
worsened. Numbers of chimpanzees
in the wild have declined from more
that 1,000,000 in the 1960s to less
than 200,000 today.
Today more than 138 chimpanzees
live at Tchimpounga. Some are
orphans as a result of the bushmeat
trade, their mothers having been
killed for food and the baby
chimpanzees sold or kept as pets.
Some were ex-zoo or laboratory or
circus chimpanzees and so have
never lived in the wild.
The growth in the number of
chimpanzees that need caring for
has meant that there is a growing

A new dormitory for 30 chimpanzees
cost for looking after
the chimpanzees that
range in age from
babies of a few months
old such as Kauka,
to Gregoire – the
world’s oldest male
chimpanzee at 64!

Some fundraising ideas
to get you started
A Mufty day at school make a donation for wearing
your own clothes

Anything
you do will
make a
difference
in the
Congo

A Cake making day or stall
as part of a school Fete
Collect donations for face painting
– try painting African animals
A sponsored walk, swim,
run or even silence
A spelling competition
A school Sports Day

£12,000

The current dormitory has become unsafe due to
the numbers of chimpanzees. The new dormitory
will provide safer access for staff to feed and care
for the chimpanzees according to their age groups.
This means that young chimpanzees are not at risk
of being injured by older, more aggressive
adolescent chimpanzees.

Walkie talkies for rangers

£1,500

Rangers are responsible for patrolling the
reserve ensuring poachers are not operating.
Bushmeat is still hunted and sold in markets
in the Congo and the walkie talkies help
rangers work more effectively across large
areas of terrain.

Food and bedding per
chimpanzee: £4.50/day or

£31.50/week
All the food and bedding used at
Tchimpounga comes from local
markets and helps to support
local community businesses.
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Oxford University Roots & Shoots –
Did you know that the
Roots & Shoots website
has been hugely updated
with loads more activity
ideas and resources for
you to use with your
students?
We now have a whole host
of free resources to download
to help you plan lessons and
activities for your students.
Why not check out our Iceworld
activity set which has ideas for
everything from saving energy at
home and school to helping out
animals when it is cold?
If you want to see what other
Roots & Shoots groups have
been up to, our new completed
projects section will show you
what’s been going on across the
country and inspire you with
ideas of your own.
And that’s not all! Are you
inspired by all those completed
projects? If so, tell us what your
school is up to? You can now
add your own story straight to
the website to share your good
work with other Roots & Shoots
members around the world!
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today!

Devaki Raj visits India

Mission
Reports

Devaki Raj attended the JGI Global
Youth Summit in Florida this year
and is a student at Oxford. Here she tells us her
experiences of India...
I just came back from a six week
trip to India. I stayed with a
rural forest tribe called the Soliga
community. They live primarily
off of honey and sweet potatoes,
which they collect and harvest. A
generous benefactor has set up a
school and hospital for the local
people. I stayed with them, taking
cold showers, eating on the ground
with a hundred children and
sleeping on a hard cot with lizards
running around in the room. I also
was aware of the high number of
diarrhoea and worm infections
that were very rampant in the area,
considering I was a victim of at
least one of the two.
There is also an organization there
that set up a council for these
people. This council provides them
with loans for different seeds.
However, because our interest was
to start a Roots & Shoots group
there I contacted them and we
have decided to start a group. I
gave them a check for 100 pounds,
part of the money we raised from
a Jane Goodall talk at the Oxford
University Museum of Natural
History. The money will be used for
the following:

1

Jane Goodall’s Mission is for
children to understand their
environment and its importance.
In accordance with this, every
Earth Day on April 22nd, I hope
that some of the Roots & Shoots
children can get tours of the local
wildlife area, so they can see
what they will be protecting for
the future.

Roots

Shoots

2

Buy seedling for students to
plant. Some seedlings should

be seedlings that students could
take to their home to plant so
that they can grow food items.
25% of the seedlings should be
seedlings of native plants that
are disappearing because of tree
cutting and land clearing.
These seedlings will go towards
them living more sustainably with
their family while developing the
forest. Some of the plants will be
corn that can grow at that altitude,
adika and ragi (highly nutritious
grain).
I truly hope this will work out.
In Oxford, Roots Shoots are now
working on the Orangutans and
the Palm Oil campaign. We will
distribute pamphlets at our local
Sainsbury and Tesco; continue to
raise money for the Soliga Roots
& Shoots; create a network on our
website to connect people who are
interested in volunteering with
various groups in the Oxford area.
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