
Dr Jane speaks at the RSPCA
On the 27th June Dr Jane Goodall spoke to a packed audience of over 300 
members of the RSPCA. They were thrilled with her stories of her early 
childhood and life spent studying the chimpanzees in Africa. The RSPCA 
has now formed a partnership with Roots & Shoots in the UK and will be 
supporting the animal section of the programme.

Roots & Shoots teams up with Asdan  
For the first time we have been offered accreditation by Asdan, an 
accrediting body based on curriculum enrichment and the development 
of key skills. They have agreed for Roots & Shoots to become part of the 
course requirements for both their Stepping Stones and Key Steps certificate 
for education. Both lead into the Government recognized GCSE for the 
Certificate of Personal Effectiveness. This is a promising result and brings us 
one step closer to making Roots & Shoots a formal qualification in the UK.

Partnerships...

Roots & Shoots 
Mission Possible 
spreads to Denmark! And talking of which,

Holland Park School puts on 
an amazing Fashion Show 
for Tchimpounga.

Denmark has recently become 
the newest addition to the 
Roots & Shoots global network. 
Children of all ages at Copenhagen 
International School aren’t wasting 
any time and have already joined 
together and are beginning to plan 
their first Roots & Shoots events - 
planning a sponsored beach clean 
up, but hang on, they were faced 
with a problem... the beaches were 
too clean!!!  

The Danish Government has an 
effective system in place for keeping 
an eye on the beaches and looking 
after them as well as educating 
people about keeping them clean.   
So, after quick thinking from the 
group they have changed tack and 
they are planning a clean up of the 
City of Copenhagen’s 5 great lakes.  

Organising the event is going 
to be challenging but they hope 
to get as much publicity as they 
can to promote the Roots & Shoots 
mission; raising as much awareness 
about pressing environmental 
issues as possible. The local and 
national media will be invited to 
cover the event and a dive group 
has also been contacted to help 

clean up under the water, not just 
the shoreline. The children will 
also be getting in touch with the 
University to borrow equipment 
such as nets and water quality 
readers.

Sponsorship from major 
corporations (Danish and 
International) is also something 
the children are pushing for to 
gain their support and offer some 
funding to help the Roots & Shoots 
group continue its activities. They 
hope this will raise the profile 
of the event so more people will 
understand the role of the group 
and support their actions. As they 
clean the lake they will be speaking 
to people and handing out leaflets 
to promote the work of Roots & 
Shoots and what people can do 
to help.

The children have a follow 
up activity already planned; the 
rubbish that is collected will be 
used to host a ‘Trashion Show’ (like 
a fashion show but costumes are 
made from the materials collected 
at the lake clean up!).

An ambitious plan but we wish 
them luck! 

Mission Reports...
Given the growth in 
the programme R&S 
are now recruiting an 
administrative assistant 
to help in the London 
office. The successful 
applicant would be 
involved with a variety 
of activities including 
events, marketing and 
direct mail.

Roots & 
Shoots UK 
are expanding

Green was most certainly the new 
black on June 18th at Holland 
Park School. Following the 
introduction of the schools first 
ever recycling scheme back in 
September, students on the Roots 
& Shoots committee wanted to put 
on an event to raise awareness of 
recycling at the school.

The school’s main hall gained 
a catwalk so that students and 
teachers could showcase the latest 
in recycled fashion.  They were 
sponsored by two local companies, 
WornAgain and JunkyStyling, who 
provided clothing and accessories 
to be modelled by the teachers, 
whilst students had created 
their own designs, entirely from 
recycled materials. The ArtFactory, 
a recycled art company based in 
Essex, ran a workshop day to help 
the students with their designs.

As the audience arrived they 
wandered the recycled sculptures 
and indulged in cupcakes and 
drinks that had been donated 
by local businesses. A video 
documenting the ‘making of 
Re:cycled’ opened the show 
with comments from students 
explaining why recycling is 
important to them.

The audience were captivated as 
the students and teachers took to 
the catwalk, each modelling a piece 
of clothing made entirely from 
recycled materials. Volunteer sixth 

formers controlled the catwalk to 
make sure everyone met their cue. 
A drum performance by Year 10 
students used plastic drums that 
had once held car paint at the Ford 
Factory to create a piece of music 
with glow sticks too! The effort put 
in by all students involved clearly 
paid off as the finale saw a standing 
ovation from the crowd!

Tara Golshan from JGI UK came 
as one of our judges, accompanied 
by Lyn MacFarlane from the 
ArtFactory and Abi Hawkes, one 
of our Design and Technology 
teachers. They had a really tough 
job but eventually chose their 
favourite design. The winner of the 
recycled design competition was 
Linh An who impressed the judges 
with her skirt made from Financial 
Times newspapers. Linh’s prize was 
a VIP weekend at London Zoo with 
her family to go behind the scenes 
and meet the animals.

The event raised £300. The 
money will be split between 
Tchimpounga Chimpanzee Reserve 
and London Zoo Dormouse Project.

Rebecca West comments 

Rebecca West, 
their teacher and 
organizer of the 
event tells us how

“The project began in March and students 
have been working on their designs since then. 
It was so fantastic to see it all come together 
for a spectacular event. I am honoured to have 
worked with such a dedicated and creative 
group of students. We have most definitely 
raised awareness of recycling in the school 
community.” 

Re:cycled 2010 here we come!



update

How you can tie it in with 
fundraising for Roots & Shoots!
In the Iceworld Mission, Chrono-bot 5H00T5 travels to a future where 
the gulf stream has shifted due to climate change, leaving Scotland 
frozen. The smallest improvement in the rate of climate change today 
could help, so the more energy we can individually save the better! 

Every individual can make a difference. Here’s how!
Autumn is the time of year when all our crops have been harvested. 
Some schools may celebrate this with a Harvest Festival in celebration 
of the food grown on the land. But how much food that you eat today 
is grown and harvested locally? Take a look at the food that you eat, 
and find out where if comes from. Consider how much energy goes 
into transporting our food from where it is grown to where it is sold, 
and explore how much of this might be reduced. Check out the “Where 
does your food come from” activity in the Iceworld section of the Roots 
& Shoots website at www.rootsnshoots.org.uk and start tracking your 
food miles! 

Scotland may yet be saved!

Don’t forget to post a story on the website to keep us updated on how 
you are getting on. Share any of your ideas, hints and tips for reducing 
our food miles so we can all help make a difference.

Fundraising –Don’t forget
Food is an important theme for us this Autumn term. As you know, 
October and November are our fundraising months where we ask 
schools to help raise money for Roots & Shoots. This year, we will 
be asking some well known chefs to contribute recipes using locally 
available, seasonal produce. These recipes will be made available on the 
Roots & Shoots website. You can print them off and design your own 
school recipe book, perhaps adding some of your own favourite recipes 
(you might like to ask parents, local restaurants and the school dinner 
ladies for some additional ideas!) You can then raise money for Roots 
& Shoots by selling your school’s recipe book or by baking and selling 
some of the recipes we provide!  

We will be providing you with some more food related fundraising 
ideas soon – watch out for an email from Roots & Shoots!
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Next 
Mission 
Brief

At the end of last year we had a huge uplift  
in the number of new schools joining Roots  
& Shoots. 

Since I last wrote to you the numbers of Roots & Shoots groups has 
spread rapidly.

From 270 schools taking part in the programme at the start of the 
year – we now stand at 527 schools! What a great achievement and 
thank you to all those who have spread our message and engaged more 
schools and more importantly, to those taking part in the programme.

I was delighted to see so many of you posting up your activities on our 
site. Keep up the good work.

Don’t forget about our two major events this term.

As September 20th was our annual Peace Day our theme for this 
months activities is Peace. What does Peace mean to you? It can mean 
different things to different people. Don’t forget to post your Peace Day 
activities up on our site.

Our awards event is set for December 14th, which gives you plenty of 
time to plan ahead and undertake projects. Remember, only if you post 
your projects up on our website and tell us about what you have done, 
will you be considered for an award.  

The event will be held at the headquarters of the Zoological Society of 
London in Regents Park and Dr Jane will be speaking to all our finalists 
and giving out their prizes.

We will try to visit as many schools as possible over the coming school 
year but if you particularly feel we need to visit your school then get in 
touch and tell us why!

We look forward to hearing from you.

Tara Golshan
Executive Director, Education

Dear Roots & 
Shoots Members,
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We now have an amazing 
527 schools involved in 
the programme and our 
numbers continue to grow. 
The map below shows 
where our Roots & Shoots 
groups are located across 
the UK. 
To find a school near you or to find out 
about the Roots & Shoots projects other 
groups are undertaking please visit 
www.rootsnshoots.org.uk.

Meet our groups 
across the UK...

In April, following a very successful 
Eco-friendly Week, Dr Jane visited 
Hillingdon school. During their eco 
week the school had successfully 
raised almost 2000 pounds for 
Roots & Shoots – the largest charity 
donation from a school to date.  

Dr Jane was given a special 
assembly by the Student 
Council and Roots & Shoots 
members showed their different 
environmental and humanitarian 
projects. She then had a special 
meeting with the council leader 
Rayan Asfari (Student Council 
Environmental Advisor) who 
had read all Jane’s books on 
chimpanzees and their evolution 
into humans.  

Rayan described the meeting 
as ‘absolutely inspirational. It was 
like meeting the friend I never had 
because I already knew so much 
about her. It was breathtaking.  
When I am older I hope to follow 
in her footstepts and become a 
primatologist’.

Dr Jane then gave a talk to 
the whole school which was 
also conferenced into Cobham 
International school followed by 
some very interesting questions 
from the students.

Dr Jane Speaks 
at Hillingdon 
International 
School Check out  www.rootsnshoots.org.uk today!

ShootsRoots

Check  
out  

www.rootsnshoots.org.uk 

today!


