
It was yet another year of amazing projects at our annual R&S 
Awards. Schools from across the UK came together at Regent’s 
Park, London, to take part in a prestigious awards ceremony in 
the presence of Dr Jane Goodall and other honoured guests.

An Ethical Foxy 
Fashion Show showcased 
the inspiring work 
of upcoming young 
designers, proving not only 
that waste can be turned 
into ‘trashion’, but that we 
can even “Grow Our Own 
Clothes”.

Lucy Siegle, ethical 
living columnist for The 
Observer and co-founder 
of the “Green Carpet 
Challenge” with Livia Firth 
judged the fashion award 
and declared herself spoiled 
for choice; “From bio-couture grown 
in a school lab to trash fashion pieced 
together from pie and crisp packets this 
category was bursting with design talent 
and innovation. Our budding designers 
were able to demonstrate a real fashion 
viewpoint while making ecological 
decisions about materials and message. 
Picking the winner was very diffi cult in a 
fi eld of such talent. It gives me great hope 
for sustainable style.”

Katie Hargreaves was announced 
the winner and will enjoy a day’s 
apprenticeship at the Observer’s Fashion 
Department.

Students also prepared creative 
showcases of their contribution in the area 
of people, animals and the environment 
and described to Dr. Goodall and the other participants 
and guests what they had achieved, why it was important 
and how they would build on their work for the future 
preservation of the planet.  Schools were presented with 
certifi cates and trophies from Dr. Jane Goodall and National 
Geographic who sponsored the prizes. The students from 
Accrington St Christopher’s Church of England High School 
took the Gold Award for the Most Outstanding Group and 
will enjoy an educational trip to Brussels, Belgium, funded by 
the Belgian Tourist Offi ce, the key sponsor of the programme. 
Link Primary School won the Most Outstanding Primary 
School Group Award and received a selection of Dr Jane’s 
books. Alex from the Andover Trees United Team won the 
Most Outstanding Individual Award sponsored by Quest 
Overseas and will receive a fully funded trip to South America 
or Africa.
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Sustainable fashion 
at the Roots & Shoots 
Annual Awards

Roots & Shoots takes off in 
the United Arab Emirates

and described to Dr. Goodall and the other participants 

““ ““The projects this year were outstanding. The fashion show was stunning and 
highly creative, signifying the detail and care taken to produce their garments. 
Our young members are highly motivated in their quest to make a difference in 
the world which was demonstrated by the impact their work is having on our 
environment and our planet as a whole.        Tara Golshan, Executive Director

After two years of discussions, 
organisation and preparation we 
can now proudly announce that the 
Jane Goodall’s Roots & Shoots Pilot 
Programme has been launched in Abu 
Dhabi, UAE.

Our six pilot programme schools 
have been selected and are busy 
implementing projects to make this 
world a better place and leave their 
footprints on our planet – from their 
side of the world!

One of our member schools, The 
American Community School of Abu 
Dhabi has already established a number 
of projects, including the GAFF Tree 
Planting “Plant a Tree! Give a Ghaf!” 

An indigenous species, specifi cally of 
the UAE, Oman and Saudi Arabia, the 
Ghaf is a drought – tolerant, evergreen 
tree which is, possibly, the sturdiest 
plant of the harsh desert environment. 
In the UAE, it can be seen growing on 
low sand dunes, undulating sand sheets 
and along margins of gravel plains 
mostly in the emirates of Abu Dhabi, 
Dubai, Sharjah and Ras Al Khaimah.

The presence of Ghaf in an 
area indicates that there is water 
underground. The tree taps water stored 
deep in the sand, its roots penetrating 
as deep as 30 meters to access it. Thus, 
Ghaf is able to withstand very low 
rainfall and still stay green. How long 
it can survive if groundwater itself gets 
exhausted, is yet to be determined.

The goal was to plant 500 seeds with 
the help of the New York University 
volunteers. Other activities the groups 
are involved in are recycling, gardening 
and water saving activities.

Here’s to even more inspirational 
projects and exciting years ahead!

The Ghaf Tree Planting Squad (top). 
Leanna Seed Sorting (above).

Introducing the new Roots & Shoots Resource Pack
Our exciting new Roots & Shoots 
resource pack is launched! The 
resource pack has everything you 
need to get a Roots & Shoots group 
up and running at your school.

The pack features; 4 Mission 
Booklets – illustrated with a great 
background comic and an example 
classroom activity. Each mission 
booklet describes a hypothetical 
future world, which may occur if, for 
example, climate change is not dealt 
with or certain animals become 
extinct. Complete the activities 
in class and write them up on our 
website to be eligible for an award 

(more related activities can also be 
downloaded from our resources 
section) or use the missions to frame 
your own activity ideas. Mission 
Tracker Poster – keep track of 
how your group is helping people, 
animals and the environment with 
our creative mission tracker poster 
and cut-outs. Teachers’ Guide – 
everything you need to know about 
Jane Goodall’s Roots & Shoots and 
how to enter our annual awards. 
Award’s Poster – advertise the 
annual awards in your school with 
our awards poster.

If your school is registered for the 

awards, then your resource pack is 
already on its way. If not then send 
an email to info@rootsnshoots.
org.uk with your details and we 
will send you a copy.

One of our own – Executive 
Director of Education Tara 
Golshan, was named as part of 
the judging panel for this year’s 
Observer Ethical Awards.

Tara is part of the 25 person 
strong team of ethical experts and 
well-known fi gures that judged 
the winners of the 2014 Observer 
Ethical Awards. The awards 
cover a range of categories, 
from fashion and travel to 
culture and campaigning, but 
of special interest to Roots & 
Shoots members was the Young 
Green Champions Award which 
recognises the work of schools 
and youth groups in the UK that 
come up with innovative ways 
to benefi t the environment. 
Last year, Queen Elizabeth II 
High School, our very own 
R&S member school,  won this 
prestigious award. This year, 
Andover Trees was the runner up.  
Go teams go!

JGI’s Tara 
Golshan Joins 
Judges Panel 
for Observer 
Ethical Awards

Please Follow Roots 
& Shoots on Facebook

Keep up with our latest 
news and updates from 
around the World. Search 
for Jane Goodall’s Roots & 
Shoots Programme, UK. 



The Royal Zoological Society 
of Scotland (RZSS) hosted a series 
of events in Edinburgh with Dr. 
Jane in May to celebrate her 80th 
birthday, through a partnership 
between RZSS, the Jane Goodall 
Institute (JGI) and the University 
of Edinburgh. All proceeds went to 
benefi t the Jane Goodall Institute 
UK’s conservation programmes in 
Africa, and to support more than a 
million active UK members of the 
Roots & Shoots programme.

As one of the most legendary 
conservationists of our time, Jane 
shared her most candid thoughts 
on the future of conservation, 

guidance on navigating the current 
threats the world faces, and above 
all, heartfelt reasons to maintain 
hope despite growing and often 
overwhelming odds. 

She also spoke of her lifetime 
work with the Gombe chimpanzees, 
including highlights from some of 
her most unique experiences from 
the fi eld; discussed the future of 
chimpanzees in the wild and the 
threats they face from devastating 
habitat loss, as well as the battle 
against illegal wildlife trade in ivory 
and rhino horn. 

Chris West, CEO for the Royal 
Zoological Society of Scotland, said:

“It is a great honour to work in 
partnership with the Jane Goodall 
Institute and the University of 
Edinburgh to bring to Scotland a true 
conservation pioneer. Listening to Jane 
speak about her experiences and the 
future is truly a unique experience and 
she has great wisdom she can share 
with the audience.”

Dr Jane also met with one of the 
local Roots & Shoots Teams from St 
George’s School for Girls and was 
impressed by their activities and 
future project ideas.

Roots & Shoots is the educational programme of the Jane Goodall Institute, www.janegoodall.org.uk. 
Charity Registration No. 327858. Printed on environmentally friendly paper. 
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Jane Goodall’s Roots & 
Shoots wins UK Green
Champion Award at House 
of Commons, Westminster

London UK – Jane Goodall’s 
Roots & Shoots programme 
won its second award in the 
UK at a prestigious event in the 
House of Commons. This time 
Roots & Shoots was awarded the 
highest accolade – the GREEN 
CHAMPION!

The Chief Executive of The Green 
Organisation, which recognises both 
companies and charities who have 
made an outstanding contribution to 
the environmental sector, presented 
the award. Out of around 300 entries 
worldwide, Roots & Shoots UK won 
the GREEN CHAMPION award for 
Environmental Best Practice.

The newsletter of Roots & Shoots – United Kingdom Autumn term – 2010The newsletter of Roots & Shoots – United Kingdom Summer term – 2014
Winston Churchill

‘Success is not final,
failure is not fatal:
it is the courage to
continue that counts.’

Welcome to Summer – 
fi nally!

And have we got a fun packed 
edition in store for you. It has 
been yet another busy period 
for all our members, not to 
mention us here at HQ. The 
Roots & Shoots awards were 
an outstanding success and 
for the fi rst time featured a 
stunning sustainable fashion 
show by St Christopher’s 
and Queen Elizabeth II High 
School.

The new Roots & Shoots 
resource pack, endorsed by 
Oscar winning actor Colin 
Firth, is now available – fi lled 
with fun ideas and projects for 
you to implement in and out 
of the classroom.

The programme has now 
spread its roots in the United 
Arab Emirates, where we have 
just launched in Abu Dhabi.  
Watch this space for more 
news and the opportunity to 
twin with an Emirates school 
from here in the UK.

As for Dr Jane, even busier 
than ever, read all about 
her 80th global birthday 
celebrations and her 
adventures in Scotland. 
Age is defi nitely no barrier 
for our Dame!

It’s time to roll up our sleeves 
for summer.

Happy planting,

Tara Golshan
Executive Director, Education

Dear R&S Members,

Tara Golshan, Executive Director, 
Education, who attended the event, 
said: “This award is extremely 
meaningful for us and highlights the 
fact that great things can be achieved 
on very limited resources and every 
individual can make a difference 
every day through simple actions 
that ensure the future protection of 
our planet”.

The award comprised of a 
bright green apple trophy with the 
programme being described and 
commended to an audience from both 
the private and public sector who had 
fl own in from around the globe.

Dr Jane’s trip to Edinburgh Happy 80th 
birthday to 
Dr Jane
We celebrated Dr Jane’s 80th 
birthday on 3 April 2014, in style! 
It was her birthday wish for Roots 
& Shoots groups from around 
the world to undertake projects 
that make a difference in their 
communities, no matter how 
big or small, and to share these 
projects with the Roots & Shoots 
global family. Many of our groups 
honoured her Birthday wish and 
sent videos, cards and messages with 
a special Google hangout on the day 
itself including R&S group members 
worldwide.  How did you celebrate 
Jane’s 80th Birthday? Share your 
activities on the website at 
www.rootsnshoots.org.uk.

Travel Blog

UAE news UK news Next event Travel blog See more onlineSign up to Facebook and TRwitter

It must be Spring as the paint brushes 
came out to refresh the tired walls 
and ceilings. But life is never simple 
if, like me, you go to great lengths 
to avoid harming living creatures 
that are at your mercy. In this 
case at the end of my paint brush 
and roller. Cobwebs and spiders 
no problem – gently scooped and 
relocated. But brave little spiders 
hidden in the corners guarding their 
egg sacs – problem. Result – nicely 
painted ceilings with little unpainted 
corners. Egg sacs on their own gently 
collected and relocated. With that 
job done off out to the garden where 
the sunshine and happy twittering 
of birds beckoned. A little Jenny 
Wren was busily bustling along the 
hedgerow whilst the sparrows as 
usual squabbled in waves of sound. 
A blackbird was singing beautifully 
from the top of the beech hedge and 

a mistle thrush was industriously 
turning the leaves. High above a 
mewling sound echoed around the 
valley as the buzzards rose upon 
the thermals whilst the swallows 
swooped and danced around them. 
So to a bit of tidying but everything 
I lifted was a habitat revealing 
hidden ecosystems and the tiny 
creatures that live there. Millipedes 
and centipedes had to be carefully 
relocated whilst the tiny fragile baby 
snails hidden in the rim of an old 
basket had to be carefully extracted 
and put on the leaf pile. Caterpillars 
so carefully hidden away and rudely 
exposed had to re covered and 
left alone.

But foremost at my mind was 
Dr Jane’s doctrine that every little 
action no matter how small makes 
a difference. And what a difference 
she has made over her eighty 

years. Ever humble, self –effacing 
yet so infl uential on a global 
scale with her enigmatic presence 
that lightens every room and has 
captured, infl uenced and inspired 
the imaginations and actions of so 
many. Dr Jane walks lightly upon this 
Earth but many follow her footprints 
on a journey of exploration of caring 
about and for our unique planet and 
all the living things that share it as 
we journey on board our unique 
spaceship travelling through space.

Thank you Dr Jane for being my 
inspiration and the inspiration for 
the young people I work with. I 
take my Mr H on all my travels with 
me so he can continue to share the 
message so that everybody can take 
little actions to make a big difference.

Ms Stephanie Diamond
Home Super Agents

Thank you Dr Jane

Next Event: R&S Global Meeting, Windsor Castle, August 2014


