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Two roads diverged in a wood. And I, I took the one  
less travelled by. And that has made all the difference.

Robert Frost

We are coming up to celebrating our 
10th anniversary here at Roots & 
Shoots. Where did the time go? And 
how far we have come.

It’s not been an easy road. We’ve had 
our challenges with resources, funding, 
political roadblocks, global issues and 
environmental obstacles. It brings to 
mind one of my favourite poets, Robert 
Frost, who said “Two roads diverged  
in a wood and I, I took the one less 
travelled by”.

Indeed, in my first year at the Institute, 
I remember the Government advisor 
on the Environment, to the then Prime 
Minister Gordon Brown, stating ‘your 
programme will never work in the UK’. 
And here we are almost 10 years later, 
with almost a million children and 1700 
schools involved in the UK alone – not  
to mention the thousands more on a 
global scale.

Lesson learnt; never let other people 
put you off your dreams, no matter who 
they happen to be!

For those of you who have travelled this 
difficult and rewarding path with us I 
want to say thank you. You have made 
that difference.

For those of you who have yet to 
enlist; there is no doubt we are living 

on borrowed time. We must act now 
before our impact on this fragile planet 
becomes irreversible. Please join us!

I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank all the schools, organisations 
and individuals who have helped us 
along our journey including Disney, the 
Environment Agency of Abu Dhabi, St 
George’s House Windsor Castle, The 
Observer, Quest Overseas, Earthwatch, 
Eco Schools, RSPCA and National 
Geographic Kids.

Lastly, a very special thank you to Colin 
Firth who, despite his incredibly time 
consuming schedule, has travelled the 
last six years of our journey with us. It 
has been an honour and a privilege to 
have him by our side.

And to Dr Jane Goodall for being  
our inspiration, may we make your 
legacy proud.

She is among the 
first eco-warriors to 
realise that to save 
chimpanzees you 

also had to consider the 
human population and the 
environment, if you wanted 
to preserve the future of  
the planet.

Then, one day, sitting on 
her veranda in Tanzania 
contemplating this 
conundrum, she arrived 
at a solution which is not 
all that far from a small 
miracle. 

She launched a crusade 
called Jane Goodall’s 
Roots & Shoots which has 
encircled this planet and 
one which is universally 
acclaimed as a torch 
bearing, trailblazing 
and world changing 
phenomena!

Her solution emulates 
nature itself: just as roots 
build firm foundations 
and shoots overcome brick 
walls to reach the light and 
little acorns, grow into great 
oaks, so too thousands of 

people of all ages and races, 
working together, can save 
the planet.

Today, young people in 
more than 138 countries 
worldwide, as well as 
school teachers, university 
students, professors, 
community leaders, 
doctors, lawyers, judges, 
journalists, actors and 
even politicians, in fact 
professionals in all walks of 
life work with Jane Goodall 
Institutes’ worldwide offices 
and representatives to 
undertake Roots & Shoots 
activities.

Collectively, they 
harness their energy, 
expertise, enthusiasm 
and imagination to 
enable them to originate, 
develop and implement a 
countless variety of tasks, 
programmes, events and 
projects, little and large 
in order to regenerate 
our plundered planet and 
to liberate, protect and 
preserve its endangered 
species.

Dr. Jane Goodall

  Every day, every  
one of us makes  

a difference, and  
even the smallest  

acts of care and 
compassion ripple  

out to great effect.
Tara Golshan
Executive Director, Education

A global scientist, 
conservationist and pioneer. 
A life dedicated to creating 
and inspiring a better world



I want to inspire you to follow your dreams, and realise through hard 
work, dedication, hope and commitment that anything is possible. 
Every individual matters and only when we can learn to show respect 
for each other, all animals and our planet can we begin to heal our 
world. JGI is working with young people throughout the world, to 
endorse these values, through our Roots & Shoots programme  
and they are truly making a difference. Dr Jane Goodall DBE,  
UN Messenger of Peace & Founder of the Jane Goodall Institute

In the last six years that I have been involved with 
Roots & Shoots, there has been a significant shift in the 
awareness and action of today’s youth. Roots & Shoots 
is more than just an engaging and exciting programme. 
It is an essential way of life. Through simple every day 
action, it enables us to preserve, sustain and nurture the 
future of our planet and its inhabitants. Colin Firth

SEpTEmbER 
Roots & 
Shoots gains 
accreditation 
from Asdan, 
a major 
qualification 
body, linked to 
the National 
Curriculum.

DECEmbER  
First major 
corporate 
sponsor - Tesco, 
joins R&S. 
Awards are 
filmed by the 
BBC for the 
first time at 
ZSL, Zoological 
Society of 
London, Regents 
Park. Groups 
reach 527 
schools.

FEbRUARY  
The Earthwatch 
partnership 
sends teachers 
on their first 
expeditions – 
studying whales 
and dolphins 
in the Hebrides 
and Belarus, 
Wetlands.

mARCH 
Roots & Shoots 
reaches 712 
schools and an 
extra member of 
staff is recruited 
into the London 
office.

ApRIL 
Roots & Shoots  
gains the  
support of  
actor Colin Firth.

JANUARY  
& mAY  
Roots & Shoots  
passes the 1000 
school mark.
Roots & Shoots 
completes it’s 
first marketing 
campaign with 
Colin Firth.

DECEmbER  
President 
Clinton 
commends the 
Roots & Shoots 
programme in  
Abu Dhabi.

JUNE  
R&S Andover 
Trees Project is 
runner up at the 
Observer Ethical 
Awards.

AUGUST 
Celine Cousteau, 
grand daughter 
of Jacques, 
becomes a R&S 
Ambassador.

NOVEmbER 
R&S wins the 
Silver award for 
the launch of 
the Abu Dhabi 
programme at 
the House of 
Commons.

JANUARY 
R&S is officially 
launched at New 
York University 
in Abu Dhabi 
in the presence 
of Dr Jane 
Goodall and 
sponsored by the 
Environment 
agency.

ApRIL 
R&S Schools, 
Portway Junior 
School and St 
Christopher’s 
are shortlisted 
for The Observer 
Ethical Awards.

mAY
R&S attends its 
first Middle East 
Eco Conference 
in Abu Dhabi.

FEbRUARY  
& JUNE 
Roots & Shoots  
gets the royal 
seal of approval 
from the 
Duchess of 
Cornwall.
Dr Goodall 
receives the 
Lifetime 
Achievement 
award from The 
Observer.

mARCH  
Colin Firth meets 
the winners of 
the R&S awards.

NOVEmbER
Roots & Shoots  
wins its very 
first Green 
Apple Award 
at the House of 
Commons.
Colin Firth 
endorses the 
R&S website.

JUNE  
R&S Queen 
Elizabeth II 
team wins the 
Young Green 
Champions 
Award at the 
Observer Ethical 
Awards.

NOVEmbER  
R&S wins the top 
Green Champion 
Award for the 
UK at the House 
of Commons.

DECEmbER 
R&S wins a five 
year funding 
contract from 
the Environment 
Agency, Abu 
Dhabi.

mARCH 
Colin Firth 
endorses 
the new R&S 
resource pack.

JUNE 
A pilot study 
of 30 schools 
across the UK 
undertake 
activities using 
the new  
resource pack.

SEpTEmbER  
Roots & Shoots 
is officially 
launched in the 
UK. We hold 
the first Peace 
Day event in 
the New Forest 
with gardening 
presenter 
Charlie 
Dimmock.

DECEmbER 
Roots & Shoots 
host the first 
ever Awards 
ceremony at the 
Louis Blouin 
Foundation in 
Islington with Dr 
Jane Goodall.

ApRIL 
Roots & 
Shoots gains 
accreditation 
with Eco 
Schools and all 
activities now 
count towards 
the prestigious 
Green Flag 
award.

 JULY 
Roots & 
Shoots gains 
Government 
endorsement 
after a visit to 
No 10 Downing 
Street by the 
Education 
Director and 
Chairman.

SEpTEmbER 
R&S first ever 
Peace Day event 
in London which 
raised money 
for the James 
Bulger house in 
Liverpool set up 
for abused and 
bullied children, 
in memory of 
James Bulger.

mARCH  
In just a few 
months, Roots 
& Shoots leaps 
from 74 to 270 
schools across 
the UK. Schools 
raise almost 
4000 pounds 
for African 
programmes and 
sanctuaries.
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Jane Goodall’s Roots & Shoots around the world...

Beijing, China, Migrant school students learn about plants in a Roots & Shoots 
environmental class

A farmer in Kigoma, Tanzania saves eight 
hours a day fetching water through TACARE’s 
sanitary water system

Al Muna School, Abu Dhabi, UAE - Learning 
about recycling during a R&S Week

Paris, France, Planting a tree in an abandoned railway to 
create a community garden

British International School, UAE - 
ran a green week at school with a 
Trashion Show

Al-Mushrif Primary School, UAE - built a 
plastic bottle greenhouse as part of their 
R&S activities

American Community School, Abu Dhabi, UAE - Pot Filling is an important part of the 
GAFF Tree Planting project - Plant a Tree! Give a Ghaf!

Emirates Private School, 
UAE - planting on campus 
as part of R&S activities Gruppe “Green Life” Germany Cape Town South Africa - Forres School Visit

SKBZ Bangladesh Islamia Pvt. School, Abu Dhabi, UAE -  
A Roots & Shoots gardening project

Jane Goodall plants a tree seedling in Gombe National Park, 
Tanzania with her son Grub

Jane Goodall’s Roots & Shoots - Kenya volunteers and members 
took part in the Global March for Elephants and Rhinos

Sydney, Australia - Taronga Youth R&S group

Jane Goodall’s Environmental Science Academy - Maple Lake, Minnesota, USA

Dr. Jane Goodall and Roots & 
Shoots members plant trees at 
the Singapore American School, 
Singapore

R&S Youth Leadership members plant a seedling in Moshi, 
Tanzania

Roots & Shoots 
Colombia, Planting 
mangroves in an 
organic farm

Roots & Shoots summit, Beijing, China
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Dr Jane took the UAE 
by storm this year. 
Accompanied by Tara 
Golshan, she gave lectures 
at both Khalifa University 
and New York University, 
Abu Dhabi; numerous press 
interviews in Abu Dhabi 
and Dubai, and attended 
the official Roots & Shoots 
launch celebration.

The programme started 
in the UAE a year ago, 
supported and funded by 
the Environment Agency 
– Abu Dhabi (EAD). EAD 
has been promoting 
Environmental Education 
and awareness since its 
inception in 1996 and has 
subsequently partnered 
with JGI to establish Roots & 
Shoots in the UAE.

Maya Korayem from EAD 
said: “When Her Excellency 
Razan Al Mubarak, the 
Secretary General of EAD, 
foresaw to partner with this 
gentle yet effective program 
in early 2014, it was not 

only to introduce to the UAE 
community the fun aspects 
of rolling our sleeves up 
for a good cause, but also 
to tell the world what our 
community here has been 
doing for conservation.”

The Roots & Shoots 
celebration was a huge 
success. Students gathered 
together at NYUAD to 

display their work.
Participating schools 

included Al Muna Primary 
School, Al Mushrif School, 
American Community 
School (ACS), the Shaikh 
Khalifa Bin Zayed 
Bangladesh Islamia School, 
the Emirates Private 
School and the British 
International School of Abu 

Dhabi (BISAD).
Each school also prepared 

a poem or song for Dr. 
Goodall in commemoration 
of her 80th birthday. 
Afterwards, the students 
had lunch with Dr. Goodall 
and were able to share 
exciting new ideas with 
each other for future 
collaborations.

Jane Goodall’s Roots & 
Shoots programme won 
its third Green Apple 
Award in the UK at a 
prestigious event in the 
House of Commons.

The award was 
presented by the 
Chief Executive of The 
Green Organisation, 
which recognises both 
companies and charities 
who have made an 
outstanding contribution 
to the environmental 
sector. Roots & Shoots 
won a Silver International 
Award for the newly 
established pilot 
programme in Abu Dhabi, 
United Arab Emirates. 
Tara Golshan (Executive 
Director, Education) 
who attended the event, 
said “We are honoured 
to receive this award 
at such an early stage. 
Our work in the UAE has 
been both challenging 
and rewarding. It is 
extremely meaningful 
for us and highlights the 
fact that environmental 

and humanitarian 
programmes are 
applicable worldwide, 
sometimes under extreme 
conditions, and much can 
be achieved on limited 
resources. Our philosophy 
that every individual can 
make a difference every 
day enables young people 
to make this difference 
through simple every day 
actions and choices for the 
future protection of our 
planet.”

Roots & Shoots  
Wins International  
Green Apple Award

Andover Trees 
project reaches  
3500 trees so far!
Andover Trees United’s aim to engage with young people 
in their community in environmental care took a huge 
leap forward as global initiative ‘Plant-for-the-Planet’ 
Academy was welcomed to Andover for the first time. The 
initiative’s goal is to reduce the CO2 emissions to zero by 
2050, through inspiring young people to plant trees on a 
monumental scale.

The day was further enhanced by the presence of Dr 
Jane Goodall who joined the proceedings in the afternoon. 
The trainee Ambassadors were also able to plant 45 
native British trees, donated by UK Oak Doors, The Earth 
Restoration Service and The Woodland Trust, which will 
contribute to the children’s target of planting 10,000 trees 
in 10 years.

Roots & Shoots is officially 
launched in the UAE

Dr Jane Goodall giving a lecture at 
New York University Abu Dhabi, 
January 2015

Emirates Private School (above) and  
Al Muna Primary School (below) at 
Roots & Shoots Celebration, UAE

American Community School with Jane at New York University, Abu Dhabi

Tara Golshan accepting the Award

Celebrating success and rewarding achievement

Andover Trees United welcomes students and Dr Jane Goodall, DBE, 
Founder of the Jane Goodall Institute and UN Messenger of Peace to  
Plant-for-the-Planet Climate Justice Conference 28th February 2014

Celebrating Dr Jane’s 80th birthday
We asked Dr Jane what she wished 
for most for her birthday. Her answer; 
for Roots & Shoots groups around 
the world to do projects to make a 
difference in their communities, no 
matter how big or small, and to share 
these projects with the Roots & Shoots 
global family. So here in the UK, this wish 
was not taken lightly: cards and video 
messages were sent in; school projects 
were dedicated to Jane’s 80th and many 
signed Dr Jane’s Global Birthday Card.

Birthday card from Accrington St Christopher’s 
Church of England High School in Lancashire, 
UK, April 2014

Jane’s 80th Birthday Card from Anglia Ruskin 
University Roots & Shoots Team, April 2014

Visit our 
website and 
sign up for 

R&S!

www.rootsnshoots.org.uk



The Jane Goodall Institute’s own 
executive director of education Tara 
Golshan has been named as part 
of the judging panel for the second 
year at the Observer Ethical Awards.

Tara is part of the 25 person 
strong team of ethical experts and 

well-known figures that judged 
the applicants in 2014 and will be 
judging the winners of the 2015 
Observer Ethical Awards. The 
awards cover a range of categories, 
from fashion and travel to  
culture and campaigning, but of 

special interest to Roots & Shoots 
members will be the Young Green 
Champions Award which recognises 
the work of schools and youth 
groups in the UK that come up  
with innovative ways to benefit  
the environment.

Tara Golshan becomes judge at Observer Ethical Awards

Our very own ambassador, 
Colin Firth, contributes ties to 
Accrington ‘Trashion’ show

A dress made up of ties donated by 
Hollywood actor Colin Firth graced the 
catwalk as part of the school’s unusual 
fashion show.

Our young members needed ties for 
their trashion show and whom better 
to ask than Colin Firth himself.

The Oscar winning actor’s ties were 
delivered to St Christopher’s High 
School in Accrington to help create 
the outfit for the recycling-themed 
‘Trashion’ show.

School bosses said Firth, who 
actively promotes social responsibility, 
was one of the first to respond to the 
pupils’ appeals for items to recycle 
into elegant dresses.

Other recycled outfits included a 
Holland’s Pies dress, one made from 
leaves and another from foil and crisp 
wrappers. The school hall was the 
centre of attention for fashionistas 
with an enthusiastic crowd of around 
250 pupils, staff and guests gathered.

Headmaster Richard Jones said he 
was delighted with the response of 
pupils to the challenge, “Encouraging 
young people to have a sense of social 
responsibility is so important and this 
initiative, along with many others at 
St Christopher’s, helps to embed that 
sense of our students being citizens 
of the world. For once we are able to 
award top marks for rubbish work.”

St George’s House, Windsor Castle, 
is responsible for organizing 
and hosting inspiring meetings, 
bringing together leading thinkers 
to discuss issues of national and 
international importance.

Following an inspirational 
annual lecture from Dr Jane the 
house has committed to host an 
annual Roots & Shoots gathering 
over the next five years. 

Roots & Shoots representatives 
from many countries around the 
world were able to attend a week 
filled with interesting discussions 
and inspiring ideas. Language and 
cultural barriers were put aside 
and new ideas were developed for 
implementation once participants 
had returned home.

In addition, many friendships 
were developed, resulting in 
an even bigger platform for the 
Roots & Shoots ‘family’ to expand 
worldwide!

Jane Goodall’s Roots & Shoots  
celebrate peace in London

The theme this year was the “Right of 
Peoples to Peace”.

Dr. Goodall established Jane 
Goodall’s Roots & Shoots Day of 
Peace in 2004 to encourage Roots & 
Shoots members and other interested 
individuals to promote peace in their 
communities. In past years, Giant 
Peace Dove Puppets have flown in 
almost 100 countries in city parks, 
backyards, convention centers and 
even refugee camps. 

The event in London featured a 
two-hour parade with over 60 young 
people.

“We think that peace is the most 
important thing in the world, 
without peace everything gets 
destroyed. Everyone should work 
for peace!” Meriam Ammi Ali 
Ladoui, Student, Canada Blanch 
Instituto Espanol de Londres

“Because United we can do more 
than we can individually. We 
should always make time to 
promote peace.”  
Chris Thomas, Teacher, Canada 
Blanch Instituto Espanol de Londres

“Thank you for organising this 
event Roots & Shoots! It was an 
excellent focus for our students 
who recognise the importance 
of your organisation’s mission 
throughout the world. We hope 
this initiative grows and grows!.” 
Caroline Money, Teacher, Canada 
Blanch Instituto Espanol de 
Londres.

Accrington St Christopher’s Trashion Show models

The dress that includes Colin Firth’s tie

The outfit that later in 2013 won the Gold at the 
Jane Goodall’s Roots & Shoots Annual Awards, 
designed and worn by Katie Hargreaves

Link Primary School students holding her hand 
made Dove at the Jane Goodall’s Roots & Shoots 
Peace Day Celebration, September 2014

All outfits were made from recycled material

Jane Goodall Institute’s Global Family 
Members

School students from Canada Blanch Instituto Espanol de Londres and Link 
Primary School, joined in the 2014 UN International Day of Peace Parade.

Roots & Shoots 
International 
Leadership  
Event held at 
the prestigious 
Windsor Castle



“I had been involved in Roots and Shoots for a 
while when I was younger - to see Dr. Jane felt 
like part of my younger self. I had told her, in 
all earnestness, that I wish I had met her when I 
was younger. “Well, you’ve met me now,” said 
Dr. Jane.“But it would have been more magical 
back then,” I said. Dr. Jane then proceeded to 
tell me how her life now, at age 81, is a lot more 
magical than it was before. As we said good-
bye, she said, “Don’t lose the magic.” She is an 
inspiration to so many.” 

“But foremost at my mind was Dr Jane’s 
doctrine that every little action no matter how 
small makes a difference. And what a difference 
she has made over her eighty years. Ever humble, 
self –effacing yet so influential on a global 
scale with her enigmatic presence that lightens 
every room and has captured, influenced and 
inspired the imaginations and actions of so 
many. Dr Jane walks lightly upon this Earth 
but many follow her footprints on a journey of 
exploration. Thank you Dr Jane for being my 
inspiration and the inspiration for the young 
people I work with.”

‘To foster respect and compassion 
for all living things, to promote 
understanding of all cultures 
and beliefs and to inspire each 
individual to take action to make 
the world a better place for people, 
animals and the environment.’

Our mission...

 
 

Maryam Rasheed Al Hammadi,  
New York University

Stephanie Diamond, teacher, 
 Home Super Agents – Foster Care Support


