
Are we already in July? Half the year has 
gone by so quickly. We have had six of 
our busiest months ever here at the R&S 
headquarters.

For my part, I have already done three trips 
to Abu Dhabi since January! The programme 
in the Middle East is going from strength 
to strength which means more time needs 
to be invested over there. We have started 
an exciting twinning programme between 
our UK and Abu Dhabi schools. If this is 
something your school is interested in getting 
involved with, then please let us know.

As for the UK, some more exciting 
developments. We have a new Chairman, 
Philippe van den Abeele from Belgium  
who will be leading JGI UK into a new 
era. We also recently published our new 
brochure with the endorsement of actor 
Colin Firth, our R&S ambassador. This can 
now be downloaded from our website.

In August we will have our annual R&S 
summit at Windsor Castle so watch this 
space for more news.

As I get ready to attend the Observer Ethical 
awards prize giving event tomorrow night 
where some of our schools have been 
shortlisted, I reflect on how far we have 
come from those early days when we just 
had a handful of students and indeed the 
idea was just being explored on a verandah 
far away in Tanzania.

What a legacy we are creating.....

Tara Golshan
Executive Director, Education
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Abu Dhabi - His Highness Shaikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown 
Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed 
Forces, attended a lecture delivered by Dr Jane Goodall, on 24th June at 
the prestigious Ramadan Majlis lecture.

In her lecture, Dr Goodall 
highlighted the importance 
of environment protection, 
endangered wildlife species 
conservation and addressing 
climate change.

She lauded the Mohammed 
bin Zayed Wildlife Fund and said 
the programme launched by the 
late Shaikh Zayed bin Sultan Al 
Nahyan for the conservation 
of Arabian Oryx in Sir Bani Yas 
sanctuary was a source of pride.

She said it was necessary to 
address causes of climate change, 

including greenhouse and carbon 
emissions, as well as chemical 
fertilizers.

“We are to blame for the 
pollution caused by irresponsible 
industrial practices which impact 
habitat, water, wildlife and other 
parts of the ecosystem,” she 
added.

The lecture was a huge success 
and created an even stronger 
foundation for our Middle East 
programmes.
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Outstanding Group Award
The students from Cañada Blanch Instituto Español de 
Londres took the Gold Award for the Most Outstanding 
Group and had the opportunity to see behind the scenes at 
one of the RSPCA’s animal hospitals based in Mallydams, by 
spending a day with the vets and carers, who make such a 
difference to the lives of animals across England and Wales.

UNITED KINGDOM

An inspirational 
awards celebration

Schools from across the UK were invited to ZSL 
Regent’s Park, London on 1 December 2014 to 
take part in a prestigious awards ceremony in 
the presence of Dr Jane Goodall as part of the 
global Roots & Shoots programme.

This year was even busier than before 
with thirteen schools attending to 
showcase a wide variety of projects, 
some of which had been undertaken 
in honour of Jane’s 80th birthday in 
April. In addition, our sponsors the 
Environment Agency of Abu Dhabi had 
flown in to help celebrate our schools’ 
many achievements.

Schools were presented with 
certificates and trophies from 
Dr. Jane Goodall and Celine 
Cousteau, granddaughter of 
the famous ocean explorer 
Jacques Cousteau, who had 
flown in for the event all the 
way from the US.

The awards ended with 
an amazing speech from 
Dr Jane, followed by another 
creative, inspiring and fun 
Trashion Show delivered 
by the talented pupils 
from Accrington 
St Christopher’s 
Church of England 
High School and 
judged by Celine.

Prizes were 
sponsored be 
Quest Overseas, 
National 
Geographic 
Kids magazine 
and the RSPCA.

The projects this year were outstanding. 
The fashion show was stunning and highly 
creative, signifying the detail and care 
taken to produce their garments. Our young 
members are highly motivated in their quest 
to make a difference in the world which was 
demonstrated by the impact their work is 
having on our environment and our planet 
as a whole. Tara Golshan,  

Executive Director

Most Outstanding 
Individual Award
Courtney Talbot 
from Accrington St 
Christopher’s Church 
of England High 
School won the Most 
Outstanding Individual 
Award sponsored by 
Quest Overseas and will 
receive a fully funded 
trip to South America or 
Africa.

Most Outstanding Photograph
Hamish Duncan from 
Walhampton School, the 
lucky Winner of the Most 
Outstanding Photograph 
got the chance to become a 
Nat Geo Kids’ reporter for a 
day! He spent the morning 
at Nat Geo Kids’ HQ, met the 
team and found out how the 
magazine is created, before 
heading off on a special 
assignment as their guest 
reporter. 

Students from St Christopher’s 
modelling recycled outfits at  
the Roots & Shoots awards 
trashion show 2014 
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The programme started in UAE a year 
ago, supported and funded by the 
Environment Agency – Abu Dhabi 
(EAD). EAD has been promoting 
Environmental Education and 
awareness since its inception in 1996. 
EAD has partnered with The Jane 
Goodall Institute to establish the Jane 
Goodall’s Roots and Shoots Programme 
in the UAE.

The Roots & Shoots celebration was 
a huge success. Students gathered 
together at NYUAD to display their 
work and activities undertaken so far 
in making this world a better place 
through positive programmes in the 
areas of animals, the environment and 
the human community.

Participating 
schools included 
Al Muna Primary 
School, Al Mushrif 
School, American 

Community 
School (ACS), 

the Shaikh 
Khalifa 
Bin Zayed 

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

Roots & Shoots is officially  
launched in the UAE by Dr Jane Goodall
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1. Dr Jane trying on a hat made from 
recycled materials by students from 
American Community School

2. Students from Al Muna Primary School 
show off their work to Dr Jane at the Roots 
& Shoots celebration

Dr Jane 
giving a 
lecture at 

New York 
University, 

Abu Dhabi

It was a busy week in the UAE. Accompanied by Tara Golshan (Executive Director, Education), she gave 
lectures at Khalifa University and NYU Abu Dhabi; numerous press interviews in Abu Dhabi and Dubai, and 
the first Roots & Shoots celebration at New York University.

will now come under the umbrella 
of Roots & Shoots. She expressed her 
views about the conference and what 
she thinks the club has in store for the 
future, saying “I will take my direction 
from the children. I should imagine they 
have been wholly inspired by this event 
here today. They are a very enthusiastic 
bunch and I know that when I get back 
to school I will be told about what they 
have planned and the ideas they got 
from the other schools that were here. 
I think from here on it will be child-
driven rather than teacher-driven. I 
imagine in the car on the way home it 
will just be endless chatter about what 
is next for the group.”

Tara Golshan, Executive Director, 
Education with the Jane Goodall 
Institute commented on the Roots & 
Shoots celebration at NYUAD adding, 
“It is a privilege to be able to bring the 
Roots & Shoots programme to the UAE. 
We very much look forward to a very 
exciting partnership between NYU 
and JGR&S in reaching young people 
through education and engagement in 
order to protect and nurture our future 
planet earth.”

Bangladesh Islamia School, the 
Emirates Private School and the British 
International School of Abu Dhabi 
(BISAD).

Students prepared slideshows, 
charts and videos showcasing their 
conservation projects Each school 
also prepared a poem or song for Dr. 
Goodall in commemoration of her 80th 
birthday. Dr Goodall then addressed the 
students and told them stories about 
her times with the chimpanzees and 
the major role her mother played in her 
life. Afterwards, the students had lunch 
with Dr. Goodall and were able to share 
exciting new ideas with each other for 
future collaborations.

NYUAD student Fisher Wu (Class 
of 2017) was excited to be a part of 
the Roots & Shoots celebration in 
Abu Dhabi. “I joined Roots & Shoots 
in Shanghai 9 years ago, since then 
R&S and Jane have changed my life so 
much. This is my third time to see her 
in person, but it is the first time I really 
spent some moments talking to her. It 
feels like a dream come true. It is both 
wonderful and amazing that I felt so 
much energy coming from Jane while 
talking to her and listening to her. She 
gives me reason to pursue my passion 
in protecting the environment.”

Alison Hibbitt, a teacher with the 
British International School in Abu 
Dhabi said that her school has an 
eco-club for just under a year, which 
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At an inspiring ceremony 
at the British Academy 
in London, Dame Jane 
Goodall was rewarded The 
President’s Medal, for her 
landmark contribution 
to, and impact on, our 
understanding of primate 
behaviors and human 
evolution.

The BBC Wildlife Magazine recently released 
the top 50 list of Britain’s conservation heroes, 
naming Dr. Jane Goodall, David Attenborough 
and Chris Packham the top three!
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Dr Jane, not  
only our Heroine!

Dr Jane Goodall, 
DBE receives 
President’s 
Medal from the 
British Academy

Only a couple of days ago, I got an 
opportunity of a lifetime that I will 
always treasure. As my cousin is a 
good friend- and works- for Dr Jane 
Goodall, I got the privilege of meeting 
her, in her phenomenal house in 
Bournemouth, the same town that 
I live in. When we were warmly 
welcomed into her lounge, she came 
to greet me, with a great smile upon 
her lips; not only was I lucky enough to 
meet her, I also got to meet her loving 
and affectionate dogs! 

In her lounge, a wide collection of 
weird and wonderful things were 
displayed proudly. She explained to me 
they were all from her travels -  
gifts from her admirers. And, as an 
open fire crackled merrily in the 
corner, she answered for me a few 
questions that I had wanted to know 
about her interesting and exceptional 
life that I had read in her book: My life 
with the chimpanzees. 

Q: What first got you interested in 
animals?

A: I don’t think my love of animals came 
over time, I think I was born with it! 

Q: Who inspired you the most when 
you were little?

A: My Mum and my favourite books- 
Doctor Do-little and Tarzan.

Q: Which lesson would you say you 
benefited the most from?

A: Biology, English and History, although 
it was really the teachers I most 
benefited from.

Unfortunately Dr Goodall was 
unable to accept the medal 
in person, but Tara Golshan, 
Executive Director, Education at 
the Jane Goodall Institute who 
accepted on her behalf, said: “It 
was such a privilege to humbly 
accept this award on Jane’s behalf. 
For someone who has dedicated 
every day of her life to this cause, 
it is truly both inspirational and 
deserving”

The President’s Medal rewards 
significant service to the cause 
of the humanities and social 
sciences. It was first awarded in 
2010 and covers a broad range 
of criteria, including insightful 
journalism contributing to public 
understanding, use of research 
in policymaking, and public 
leadership.

Congratulations Jane once 
again!

With Dr Jane 
Goodall by 

our new Roots 
& Shoots 

Bournemouth 
Ambassador 

Teyah Samadi

theinterview
Q: How did you feel when you 

found out you were going to 
study Chimps?

A: To be honest, I couldn’t quite 
believe it!

Q: What does it feel like setting 
such a good example to young 
people?

A: I feel honoured that I can make a 
change in the world, and help this 
generation of children and adults 
alike.

Q: What is the most successful 
thing you felt like you’ve done in 
your career?

A: 1. Helping people understand 
we’re all part of the animal 
kingdom, and that they have 
feelings too.

2. Starting Roots & Shoots, a 
programme that we have created 
for young people to take positive 
action to preserve our planet.

Q: If you could be any animal, what 
would you be?

A: A very well loved dog, living in the 
countryside.

Q: What is the most interesting 
fact you know about animals?

A: If we can have souls and go to 
heaven, animals can too.

After Dr. Jane’s inspiring answers 
to my questions, we sat and 
listened to her astonishing stories 
about some of the people she had 
met due to her hard work, and the 
many admirers she had gained 
along with it. And, after what only 
seemed like minutes to me, it was 
time to go. To my surprise, she 
handed me a gift; one of her books 
with exquisite pictures in it, and, 
on top of all this she had written in 
it a message for me. It read: 

Follow your dreams-
Never give up!

Together we can change  
the world!

Jane Goodall.
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