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Milford Pre-School Makes

the best of recycling
Dear Roots & Shoots Members,

It has been an interesting year at our UK
headquarters. Our dedicated members have
been as busy as ever leaving a trail blazing
environmental footprints on our planet. We
are proud of each and every one of you.
But there’s a question that keeps resurfacing
in my many visits to schools when I am
speaking to our young members. It is a
question that has come up often in the
10 years I have worked for Dr Jane, and
indeed a question she is also faced with on
a regular basis.
How can we still have hope for the planet,
given all the challenges we face?
The simple answer is, that we do.
The reason - because of all of our young
Roots & Shoots members who are doing
amazing work, not just in the UK but across
the globe, to protect our planet and make
our world a place that we can all be proud
to live in.
Read on.

Tara Golshan
Executive Director, Education

Milford Pre-School Makes
the best of recycling

Milford Pre-School goes through a
whole lot of milk bottles! Thirsty
work, and all this play! So, they’ve
decided to look at various activities
to show the children how plastic
milk bottles can be re used, and so
can the plastic squash bottles from
their homes.
Students also encouraged
their parents to get involved by
donating 400 plastic milk bottles to
construct an igloo. That was a very
challenging activity, given the glue
wouldn’t stick, but it did open up
the eyes of the children and their
parents on how to reuse rather
than just recycle. It definitely had a
few days of play value before total
collapse!
But their most successful activity
was planting into milk bottles.
Just a few holes for drainage and
they could take home sunflowers
for the tallest flower competition,
sow beans and peas for the school
allotment and pop seed balls into
them to hang up on unwanted
trellis. The creation, a beautiful
wall of flowers.

The initiative continues this year
as well; they have already collected
their milk bottles. Students are
also going to hang some green
water bottles up with string and
add trailers, for their own hanging
baskets!
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AUTUMN TERM 2015
Wishing you
all a very
Merry Christmas and
a Happy New Year

UNITED KINGDOM

My week at Windsor Castle with
my Roots & Shoots family
It seems like another
lifetime since I read
‘In the Shadow
of Man’ at the age
of nine. I’ll always
remember how
enthralled I was by
Dr Goodall’s story.
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one of the most awe
inspiring. As you walk
late at night around the
grounds of this castle,
you can imagine a world
far from the one we know, where the
monarchs of old walked. Their troubles a
thousand times removed from the likes of
deforestation and global climate change,
which so burdens our thoughts today.
It really only became apparent how
diverse and wide reaching R&S is once
we all got to know one another under
the aged wooden beams of Vicars Hall.
Over 30 countries represented, this in
itself is only 1/4 of our global family!
I feel this is a testament to how the
basic principles of compassion towards
humans, animals and the environment
can be universally applied, understood
and practiced regardless of cultural or
economic background. It is this that has
allowed our global network of grassroots
environmentalism to grow into what is
now a fierce fighting force for change
across the globe.
Our common determination we all
shared through R&S, was a catalyst not
only for a productive working week, but
also in the formation of close friendships
and cooperation.
The topics discussed were diverse
from the ranging of the refugee crisis,
to the decimation of oceans and forests.
We also had the pleasure of listening to
the progress and issues faced in each
country. All these discussions aimed
to pool our knowledge, create exciting
new campaigns and use our expertise to
ameliorate our organisation and enable
all our members to make meaningful
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How she had somehow
managed to transcend the
species boundary (and become
integrated as part of a wild
chimpanzee troop). I was
insanely envious, and only
wished she would one day ask
me to join her in Africa. As I grew older,
I became more and more aware of the
plight of the natural world thanks to the
likes of Jane and David Attenborough.
As a result, I decided very early on that
protecting nature was the cause I had to
dedicate my life to.
I have always idolised Jane, often
referring to her as ‘scientific royalty’.
I had always wanted to meet her, but
never thought I would, let alone have
the honour of her company at Windsor
Castle for an entire week.
JGI has always been ahead of the times
with their approach to conservation.
Long before many of the bigger NGO’s,
Jane realised three integral pillars in
conservation: humans, animals and
the environment. These three variables
are still today seen as incompatible or
unimportant, often sacrificing one in
favour of the other, despite the prosperity
of each being integrally important to
the other two. It was this philosophy,
and the vision of an empowered youth,
that inspired Jane to create her Roots &
Shoots program in 1991. Since then, R&S
has gained a life of its own, and its global
reach far extends that of even the Jane
Goodall Institute. So needless to say, this
is why it is imperative that this global
network collects ideas and builds a vision
of how to move forward together, as a
global family. We were lucky enough to
have an annual invitation to St Georges
House, within the grounds of Windsor
Castle, for just this purpose.
The grounds of Windsor Castle are
quite overwhelming- history seeps from
every brick. It is the oldest occupied
castle fortress in the world, and by far

Written by
Reece Thornley,
Liverpool John
Moores University

positive change in the world.
Spending time with Dr Jane never
fails to bolster people’s passion- our
excitement, love and appreciation for
her was evident the entire week. Every
time Dr Jane and I spoke, I found myself
transformed back into my 9-year-old self.
Being around such passionate,
intelligent and welcoming people made
me leave with a heavy heart as a result
of being without the company of my R&S
family, although, WhatsApp is never very
silent! They all enabled it to be one of the
best weeks of my life, the only down side
being that I miss them dearly every day.
Nonetheless, the vision we have
created will help us all use our lives to
make a difference. We will take all we
have learned back to our respective
countries, which will afford for a cascade
of positive change and collaboration
around the world. I hope that over the
coming years, many of our plans will
come into force and have a truly global
impact for all those who participate.
The issues our world faces are only
going to intensify, and I have no doubt
that R&S will intensify their efforts
equally. It will always be a true source
of happiness for its participants and a
driving force for peace and harmony
in all aspects of life. The hope we give
will be the death of apathy, and I have
no doubt each person I have met is an
immeasurable source of hope. Until the
next time, my friends!
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Here were just a few of her traffic stops...
Day 1: An uplifting presentation
from the young inspiring students
at the American Community
School...
Day 2: She gave some inspiring
lectures at GEMS Cambridge
International School and BISAD
and met the up and coming
student reps of Roots & Shoots...
Day 3: The amazing students at
GEMS American Academy gave
a detailed and productive
presentation on their
activities over the last year
Day 4: Students at Rosary
school grilled our Executive
Director with many questions
on the work of Jane and JGI
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Our Executive Director
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to the UAE proved a week of
hope and inspiration...

Day 5: The Universal American
School of Dubai outlined their AROUND THE
latest Witnessed Million Solar Stars
project. Not to mention visiting the
organic gardens at Gems Modern
Academy and being privileged to a
beautiful production of Frozen.
That combined with business,
sponsorship and partnership
GEMS Modern Academy
meetings kept the week running
at a hectic pace. Phew, all in five
days!
It’s a busy but rewarding life,
especially having the priviledge
of seeing all the wonderful young
people around the world truly
caring for this Planet!

WORLD

GEMS Cambridge International School.

American Community School.

GEMS Modern
Academy, watching
the musical Frozen.

All photos page 2: Roots & Shoots

GEMS Modern
Academy organic
garden.

Call For Action!!
Are you a fan of Sir David
Attenborough? Do you love the Planet
Earth TV series? If the answer is yes
and you’re a budding documentary
film maker (age 15 or over), here’s
your big chance!
Roots & Shoots UK have partnered
with Love Nature for a special
competition that will see one talented
individual join a film crew on location
in Canada! What an opportunity!

You’ve only got until February
2017 to enter. You can make
your film on any factual topic
around the theme of ‘inspiring
change’ and it can be filmed on
any device, including camera
phones! Full terms and conditions
are listed on the Roots & Shoots
website.
What are you waiting for?
Get creating and entering!
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Sir Jonathan North Community
College Fair Trade Group shows
us the importance of Fair Trade
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late at night around the
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you can imagine a world
far from the one we know, where the
monarchs of old walked. Their troubles a
thousand times removed from the likes of
deforestation and global climate change,
which so burdens our thoughts today.
It really only became apparent how
diverse and wide reaching R&S is once
we all got to know one another under
the aged wooden beams of Vicars Hall.
Over 30 countries represented, this in
itself is only 1/4 of our global family!
I feel this is a testament to how the
basic principles of compassion towards
humans, animals and the environment
can be universally applied, understood
and practiced regardless of cultural or
economic background. It is this that has
allowed our global network of grassroots
environmentalism to grow into what is
now a fierce fighting force for change
across the globe.
Our common determination we all
shared through R&S, was a catalyst not
only for a productive working week, but
also in the formation of close friendships
and cooperation.
The topics discussed were diverse
from the ranging of the refugee crisis,
to the decimation of oceans and forests.
We also had the pleasure of listening to
the progress and issues faced in each
country. All these discussions aimed
to pool our knowledge, create exciting
new campaigns and use our expertise to
ameliorate our organisation and enable
all our members to make meaningful

Our Most Outstanding Photograph Winner,
Chris Hare, visits National Geographic Kids
Magazine & London Wetlands Centre
Photos: Roots & Shoots UK
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plight of the natural world thanks to the
likes of Jane and David Attenborough.
As a result, I decided very early on that
protecting nature was the cause I had to
dedicate my life to.
I have always idolised Jane, often
referring to her as ‘scientific royalty’.
I had always wanted to meet her, but
never thought I would, let alone have
the honour of her company at Windsor
Castle for an entire week.
JGI has always been ahead of the times
with their approach to conservation.
Long before many of the bigger NGO’s,
Jane realised three integral pillars in
conservation: humans, animals and
the environment. These three variables
are still today seen as incompatible or
unimportant, often sacrificing one in
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of each being integrally important to
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of how to move forward together, as a
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positive change in the world.
Spending time with Dr Jane never
fails to bolster people’s passion- our
excitement, love and appreciation for
her was evident the entire week. Every
time Dr Jane and I spoke, I found myself
transformed back into my 9-year-old self.
Being around such passionate,
intelligent and welcoming people made
me leave with a heavy heart as a result
of being without the company of my R&S
family, although, WhatsApp is never very
silent! They all enabled it to be one of the
best weeks of my life, the only down side
being that I miss them dearly every day.
Nonetheless, the vision we have
created will help us all use our lives to
make a difference. We will take all we
have learned back to our respective
countries, which will afford for a cascade
of positive change and collaboration
around the world. I hope that over the
coming years, many of our plans will
come into force and have a truly global
impact for all those who participate.
The issues our world faces are only
going to intensify, and I have no doubt
that R&S will intensify their efforts
equally. It will always be a true source
of happiness for its participants and a
driving force for peace and harmony
in all aspects of life. The hope we give
will be the death of apathy, and I have
no doubt each person I have met is an
immeasurable source of hope. Until the
next time, my friends!

Upon arriving at the National
Geographic Kids magazine offices, I was
greeted by the small team who work
on the magazine, website and social
media accounts. I was given several
copies of the magazine and engaged in
a conversation about how they plan the
layout of the magazine; how they entice
customers to purchase the magazine
and how they appeal to their target
audience. I then spoke to the team
member that works on the technological
side of National Geographic Kids,
through which I found out how they
research their topics, and how they have
a different target audience online than
with the magazine due to social media/
age range.
I then had an NG Kids front page
mocked up as a souvenir. Whilst this
was being prepared I met and spoke
to the second editor (Georgia). At this
time I had questions to ask about the
industry and learnt more about the roles
of the team, their responsibilities, how
they source information and some of
the perks involved in the job; such as all
expenses paid trips to America!
After meeting the NG kids team I
travelled to London’s Wetland Centre
based on the Thames. When I arrived
there, I was briefed about the role of the
centre and how they are contributing to
conservation for a range of species.
I started by walking round to a hide
looking over a sand martin nest where
I photographed a range of bird species,
including the sand martin, redshank,
tufted ducks, white headed duck and
heron. After taking photos of the bird
life in the centre I attended an otter talk,
where a member of staff told viewers
about the Asian short-clawed otters

and fed them a mix of cockles, shrimp,
prawn and muscles. This was a great
opportunity to photograph the otters
as they were kept focused and they
remained still for longer periods of time.
Overall the experience was very
useful and enjoyable; providing valuable
information that can help me progress
in a range of ways and great photo
opportunities. More importantly, I have
also gained some great contacts in the
industry.
Thank you Roots & Shoots! Thank
you for the amazing prize and the great
opportunity!
Thank you National Geographic
Kids Magazine and thank you London
Wetlands Centre for showing me around,
for spending time with me and for
organising such an amazing day!
Our Most Outstanding
Photograph Winner,
Chris Hare,
visits National
Geographic
Kids Magazine
& London
Wetlands
Centre

Chris Hare, SEEVIC College
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SJNCC offers the opportunity for staff to
apply for a Leadership Innovation Grant,
which comprises funding, support and
possibly time, to complete a project intended
to have significant impact on their College
priorities. Ms Sarah Hannam successfully
applied for the grant and as a result created
a Fair Trade group with setup costs for a stall
and products. Fairtrade offers pupils the
opportunity to see where they stand in the
world and help them learn and develop as
global citizens.
SJNCC worked through the 3 Fair
Trade awards in order to become a Fair
Trade School; FairAware, FairActive and
FairAchiever. In order to achieve the first
award they had to complete initial product,
teaching and learning audits to assess the
knowledge that students and staff had of
Fair Trade. For FairActive they set up a Fair
Trade group, held an assembly, created an
action plan, held events and invited a visitor
to speak about Fair Trade. Finally, to become
a FairAchiever they’ve adopted a Fair Trade
policy, reviewed their action plan, repeated
the learning audit, embedded learning, used
Fair Trade products, and run a fundraising
campaign.
What did the students do to help?
• Invited Susan Wilson, a Fair Trade speaker
to run assemblies
• Students take full responsibility for running
their own Fair Trade shop; they are
involved in the marketing, stock checking,
ordering, pricing and selling of Fair Trade
products. The healthy profit that the
students make is then either re-invested or
donated to charity
• Created a Fair Trade Policy which was
signed by SJNCC Principle
• Wrote up all events in the school newsletter
• Introduced starters and plenaries into
Citizenship lessons
• Ran a raffle for the prize of a homemade
chocolate cake which was made with Fair
Trade ingredients by a year 10 student
• Organised and led their own Fair Trade
assembly during Fair Trade Fortnight
• Have run many bake sales
• Promoted Fair Trade products amongst
teaching staff and encouraged them to buy
prizes from us- which they do!
• The Fair Trade Group attended an EcoSchool Event at Leicester City Hall in June
where they presented the hard work that
they have accomplished with Fair Trade
this year. SJNCC were the winners of the
Fairtrade School Award.

TA I WA N ’ S A N I M A L PA R A D E
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It seems like another
lifetime since I read
‘In the Shadow
of Man’ at the age
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My week at Windsor Castle with
my Roots & Shoots family

Learning about animals has
never been so much fun!

Sir Jonathan North Community College Fair
Trade Group shows us the importance of
Fair Trade
• They promoted Fair Trade by creating
posters for class hallways and tutor rooms.
• Entered the Divine Chocolate Poetry
Competition 2016
Future plans:
Fair Trade Catwalk in December 2016. In
the lead up to the event they will be running
quizzes and selling raffle tickets to raise
further funds for Fair Trade.
They will be involving teaching staff and
students in the Fair Trade catwalk and are
asking them to customise their old clothes
with fun Christmas inspired decorations.
They will be selling Fair Trade products and
homemade goodies, which will be prepared
with Fair Trade ingredients.
The group have contacted the local Co
Op Central England Group and Trade Craft
Fairtraders for support in the lead up to the
event and they have agreed to send some
vouchers and goodies.
In the New Year they are going to start a
campaign for year 11 leavers’ hoodies to be
made with Fair Trade material. The group is
interested in making links with a developing
country using Global Gateway. They will, of
course, carry on selling on their Fair Trade
Stall on a weekly basis and run more quizzes
and raffles.

Our Roots & Shoots team conceived the
idea of organising an animal parade ten
years ago in 2006. The original idea is
simple: we wish children and grown-ups
alike to share the passion we have - a
strong desire to celebrate the diversity
of life in an explosively fun, creative and
memorable manner.
The Roots & Shoots Animal Parade
started as a small event with 600
participants. 14 animal parades later,
our Roots & Shoots team organised two
of the most spectacular animal parades
ever in 2016. More than 3000 young
children turned out in their homemade
costumes to show the world that they
care for animals and their natural
environment.
This year the themes
were “Birds” and
“Creatures of the
Estuaries”. As usual
it took us almost an
entire school year to get
ready for the parades.
We gave talks at participating
schools to introduce our
R&S program and the world
of animals. We conducted
workshops in schools, working
closely with class teachers and
students to create stunning
costumes and floats made up of
mainly recycled materials. Teams
of artists started their month-long
workshops prior to the parades
to build bicycle floats and other
amazing creations. Meanwhile,
class teachers and students learnt

many facts about the species they were
representing. Once the costumes were
ready the participating teams worked
hard to add some shine and glitter with
songs, dances and slogans.
When they came together this year,
the results were amazing! We were
really fortunate to have Dr. Jane Goodall
with us at both the parades. Jane took
pictures with almost every team. Enjoy
our pictures and do create your very
own animal parades! It is, without a
doubt, the most rewarding experience
for all!
Kelly S.C. Kok
Executive Director
Jane Goodall Institute
Taiwan
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The –
Following the lead of their hero – Dr Jane
Roots & Shoots members from TASIS, Surrey
hosted the 2016 UN International Day of Peace
Parade on their school grounds, this Autumn.
Students flew a beautiful white
Peace Dove, created wonderful
Peace Day posters and at the
end of the Parade exchanged
doves with meaningful messages
written on them.

Dr. Goodall established Jane Goodall’s
Roots & Shoots Day of Peace in 2004 to
encourage Roots & Shoots members and
other interested individuals to promote
peace in their communities and around
the globe. Members craft Giant Peace
Dove Puppets from reused materials and fly the Doves in their communities to
symbolize their commitment to peace. In past years, Giant Peace Dove Puppets
have flown in almost 100 countries in city parks, backyards, convention centers
and even refugee camps. Held high by young hands, the Doves have spread
their wings everywhere including the Coliseum in Rome, a monastery in
Mongolia, the base of Mount Fuji and even the peak of Mount Kilimanjaro.
“With so many challenges in the world today that stem from war and more
recently terrorism not to mention our heartbreaking refugee crises, it is even
more imperative that young people channel their energies towards positive
activities that highlight the importance of peace and give them a sense of unity
and collaboration in our society, as well as hope for the next generations” said
Tara Golshan , Executive Director, Education.

These were the students’ thoughts on Peace:
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Peace Day 2016 –
hope for a more
Peaceful world

Wendy Gediman, who organised
the parade said:
“On Wednesday, 21 September
2016, all of the children in the
Lower and Middle School at
TASIS gathered together in the
morning to take part in the
celebration of International
Peace Day. Our mentor is Dr.
Jane Goodall, who has taught
us all so much about not only
animals, but also about people,
and their power to do good. We all
spent time in our classes thinking about
what peace means to us. Then, each child
made a peace dove, with a message of peace
written on it.
It was a sunny, glorious morning. We
all felt the power of peace as we gathered
on the playground. The Roots & Shoots
Wildlife Club members, along with my Year
6 class, led the parade with our lovely giant
peace dove. The children sang the chorus
of the “Circle the World” peace song as
they paraded. Once the dove made its way
through the crowd, we spoke a bit about
what peace meant to us, especially as a
school. Then, all of the children exchanged
their doves, and smiles were on everyone’s
faces. The celebration was simple, but
deeply meaningful. We know that it is
important to think about peace and the
building blocks towards peace each and
every day!”

“When I think of peace, I think of smiling faces.”
“Peace is a cab that everyone can call.”
“If you want to make peace with your enemy, you will have
to work together, and then you will become partners.”
“Love is life, but peace is more. We have wars of hate, but
if we could just have peace, life would be perfect.”
“There is only one world, bring peace to it.”
“With the Peace Doves, we remind everyone of the
“Peace is kindness, peace brings happiness.”
truth they sometimes forget–that peace is possible.

We celebrate all that is free and noble in the human
spirit. And we celebrate all that so many people have
done throughout the year–and will do next year–to
create a better world” said Dr. Goodall.

Roots & Shoots is the educational programme of the Jane Goodall Institute, www.janegoodall.org.uk.
Charity Registration No. 327858. Printed on 100% recycled paper.
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