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“Now, more than ever, we are faced with even greater challenges.
But, despite this fact, Roots & Shoots continues to thrive, engaging our
youth in positive activity. It shows them the path towards a sustainable
lifestyle – from mindless consumerism towards mindful consumption;
protecting the fragility of our environment and respecting the differences
in our humanity. It creates effective leaders and ensures responsible
global citizens for the future. It has proven to be an essential roadmap
for living that every citizen of our planet can strive for.”

Colin Firth

S
Every day, every
one of us makes
a difference, and
even the smallest
acts of care and
compassion ripple
out to great effect
Dr. Jane Goodall

he is among the
first eco-warriors to
realise that to save
chimpanzees you
also had to consider the
human population and the
environment, if you wanted
to preserve the future of
the planet.
Then, one day, sitting on
her veranda in Tanzania
contemplating this
conundrum, she arrived
at a solution which is not
all that far from a small
miracle.
She launched a crusade
called Jane Goodall’s
Roots & Shoots which has
encircled this planet and
one which is universally
acclaimed as a torch
bearing, trailblazing
and world changing
phenomena!
Her solution emulates
nature itself: just as roots
build firm foundations
and shoots overcome brick
walls to reach the light and
little acorns, grow into great
oaks, so too thousands of

people of all ages and races,
working together, can save
the planet.
Today, young people
in almost 100 countries
worldwide, as well as
school teachers, university
students, professors,
community leaders,
doctors, lawyers, judges,
journalists, actors and
even politicians, in fact
professionals in all walks of
life work with Jane Goodall
Institutes’ worldwide offices
and representatives to
undertake Roots & Shoots
activities.
Collectively, they
harness their energy,
expertise, enthusiasm
and imagination to
enable them to originate,
develop and implement a
countless variety of tasks,
programmes, events and
projects, little and large
in order to regenerate
our plundered planet and
to liberate, protect and
preserve its endangered
species.

One of the questions I get asked the most when
travelling and speaking around the world is ‘How
can you still have hope?’ The challenging part to
this is not the actual question, which is loaded with
implication, but the fact that it is our young people
who are asking it.
Indeed, on a recent school visit with a 500 member
audience, I decided to take the initiative myself
and ask them the question. Only two people raised
their hands. The school I was speaking at was a
privileged one; which made the response even
more disconcerting.
Ironically, my answer is this; it is the young people
themselves that give me hope.
I have witnessed first hand their amazing actions
for our planet; their commitment, engagement and
perseverance to follow the right path and, against
all odds, take the road that poet Robert Frost
described as ‘the one less travelled by’.
We are now celebrating our 12th anniversary here
at Roots & Shoots. And how far we have come. And
no, it’s not been easy. We’ve had our challenges.
But now with almost 2 million children involved in
the UK, not to mention the thousands more on a
global scale, we are making significant progress.
Two words come to mind when I think of Roots &
Shoots; Celebration – of all that we have achieved
so far and continue to achieve. And, Inspiration.
Where does inspiration come from? Who inspires
us? One person I know is Dr Jane Goodall who has
inspired millions of people around the world. What
a wonderful legacy. Preferable over saying ‘I have
no hope’ or ‘what difference can I make, there’s
only one of me?’

is a sort of splendid torch which I have got hold
of for the moment, and I want to make it burn as
brightly as possible before handing it on to future
generations.”
That is our mission for each and every one of us
here at Roots & Shoots. It is not just a programme,
it is a way of life, a roadmap for living. It is
therefore our duty and privilege to pass that
torch on to our children, grand children and great
grandchildren.
So thank you to those of you who have travelled
this path with us. You are already making that
difference.
For those of you who have yet to enlist; do not
delay. We must act now before our impact on
this fragile planet becomes irreversible. All
you need to do is sign up your school at
www.rootsnshoots.org.uk and begin.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of
our schools, partners and individuals who continue
to accompany us along our journey including the
Environment Agency – Abu Dhabi, Disney,
St George’s House Windsor Castle, The Observer,
Quest Overseas, Earthwatch, Kew Gardens, the
RSPCA and National Geographic Kids Magazine.
Lastly, a very special thank you to Colin Firth who
has travelled the last nine years of our journey
with us. It has been a privilege and an honour to
work with him.
And finally, and most importantly, to Dr Jane
Goodall for being our inspiration, our motivation,
our role model and our Olympic torch.
May we continue to make your legacy proud.

I know which choice I would make.
But inspiration, can be even closer to home; from
our family, friends, neighbours, teachers and even
our pets. My father was a huge inspiration to me
in his lifetime, and although he sadly passed away
last year, it is his inspiration and his legacy that
inspires me to keep going.
And, I am inspired by all of you. George Bernard
Shaw once said, “Life is no brief candle to me. It

Tara Golshan
Executive Director, Education

Two roads diverged in a wood. And I, I took the one
less travelled by. And that has made all the difference.
Robert Frost
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Launched 2007
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so far...
JUNE

A pilot study of
30 schools across
the UK undertake
activities using the
new resource pack.

MARCH

In just a few months, Roots & Shoots leaps from
74 to 270 schools across the UK. Schools raise
almost 4000 pounds for African programmes
and sanctuaries.

SEPTEMBER

Roots & Shoots gains
accreditation from Asdan,
a major qualification body,
linked to the National Curriculum.

2009

DECEMBER

First major corporate sponsor - Tesco, joins R&S.
Awards are filmed by the BBC for the first time at
ZSL, Zoological Society of London, Regents
Park. Groups reach 527 schools.

FEBRUARY & JUNE

2010

FEBRUARY

The Earthwatch
partnership sends teachers
on their first expeditions –
studying whales and dolphins
in the Hebrides and Belarus,
Wetlands.

MARCH

APRIL

Roots & Shoots gains the
support of actor Colin Firth.

2011

JANUARY & MAY

Roots & Shoots passes the
1000 school mark.

Roots & Shoots reaches 712
schools and an extra member Roots & Shoots completes it’s
first marketing campaign with
of staff is recruited into the
Colin Firth.
London office.

DECEMBER

President Clinton
commends the Roots &
Shoots programme in
Abu Dhabi.

Roots & Shoots gets the royal seal of approval
from the Duchess of Cornwall.
Dr Goodall receives the Lifetime
Achievement award from The Observer.

MARCH

Colin Firth meets the
winners of the R&S awards.

2012

NOVEMBER

Roots & Shoots wins its very first Green
Apple Award at the House of Commons.
Colin Firth endorses the R&S website.

2007

2014

2013
JUNE

R&S Queen
Elizabeth II team
wins the Young
Green Champions
Award at the
Observer Ethical
Awards.

NOVEMBER

R&S wins the top Green
Champion Award for the UK at
the House of Commons.

DECEMBER

R&S wins a five year funding
contract from the Environment
Agency, Abu Dhabi.

MARCH

Colin Firth
endorses the new
R&S resource
pack.

JUNE

R&S Andover
Trees United is
runner up at the
Observer Ethical
Awards.

JANUARY

Roots & Shoots UAE Awards in Abu Dhabi
celebrates the work of our young members,
hosted by the Park Hyatt Hotel Group

JULY

Roots & Shoots partners
with Love Nature to offer
a special membership
subscription and a winner’s
trip to a documentary film
location

AUGUST

JANUARY

Celine Cousteau, grand
daughter of Jacques,
becomes a R&S
Ambassador.

NOVEMBER

R&S is officially
launched at New York University in Abu
Dhabi in the presence of Dr Jane Goodall
and sponsored by the Environment
Agency – Abu Dhabi.

R&S wins the Silver award
for the launch of the Abu
Dhabi programme at the
House of Commons.

APRIL

Roots & Shoots’s Andover Trees United
and St Christopher’s School are shortlisted
for The Observer Ethical Awards.

To celebrate Roots & Shoots 25th
Anniversary, a beautiful apple tree was
planted at TASIS American School in England

MARCH

James Allen’s Prep School
students, the Winners
of the Most Outstanding
Group, visit RSPCA’s
Mallydams Wood

Celebrating the
Roots & Shoots
Awards UK,
hosted by The
London Zoo

2015
MAY

R&S attends its
first Middle East
Eco Conference
in Abu Dhabi.

JULY

Roots & Shoots project wins
the Observer Ethical Awards
2015 with Andover Trees
United.
Marks the 55th anniversary
of Dr. Jane Goodall’s
pioneering research with wild
chimpanzees

2016

AUGUST

UAE, Sheikh Mohammed Bin Zayed greets
Dr Jane Goodall at his Ramadan Majlis Lecture

SEPTEMBER

Jane Goodall’s Roots & Shoots Peace Day
Parade at James Allen’s Prep School.

Jane Goodall’s Roots & Shoots UK teacher,
Amy Marshall, wins a fully-funded place on
the Earthwatch expedition

OCTOBER

2017

Abu Dhabi, UAE
– Roots & shoots
ambassador and
explorer Robert
Swan inspires &
empowers the next
generation

AUGUST

Most Outstanding Photograph Winner, Chris
Hare from SEEVIC College, visits National
Geographic Kids Magazine HQ and the
London Wetland Centre
Youth Leaders and
young students
impress everyone
at the third Roots &
Shoots Leadership
event, hosted by
St George’s House,
Windsor Castle

FEBRUARY

2015

DECEMBER

Prague, CZ - Dr Jane
Goodall gets a private
tour of Prague
castle by a specially
appointed naval
cadet. Dr Jane was
in Prague to launch
the Roots & Shoots
programme

APRIL

Dr Jane and Roots &
Shoots staff attend
the Earth Optimism
Conference in
Cambridge, UK
with Sir David
Attenborough

SEPTEMBER

Jane Goodall and
Tito Jackson, joined
by the Jane Goodall
Institute UK team,
at the Inspiration
Awards for Women
held at the QEII
Conference Centre

Kasper Steyn from Dulwich Prep
London wins the Roots & Shoots
Lorax competition with the adorable
puppet he created, called Lumi

Full house and standing ovations
for Dr Jane at The Voices Off talk,
hosted by the Old Vic

Celine Cousteau, grand daughter
of Jaques Cousteau, launches
the Roots & Shoots leadership
programme in Abu Dhabi

GEMS Modern Academy performing the play
Frozen, United Arab Emirates
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Dr Jane visits Molen Green project, Brussels, Belgium

An innovative venture...the Million Solar Stars programme. Roots & Shoots
students are bringing solar lights to all 600 students at Mkamenyi Primary to install
solar powered electricity at the school

Roots & Shoots leaders in the
heart of Senegal show impressive
determination to protect their
friends from the forest

Roots & Shoots Tanzania coordinator talking to R&S members at Lake
Tanganyika Primary school and raising awareness about Swifts
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Roots & Shoots Argentina recycling project
involves more than 400 school students

Recycling Heaven at the Roots & Shoots Celebration in Abu Dhabi - Al Mushrif School
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GEMS Modern Academy organic
garden, United Arab Emirates

Roots & Shoots Puerto
Rico coordinator
giving her first lecture
in biodiversity in an
elementary school!

James Allen’s Prep School, UK, fundraising for Nepal. The girls’ project “Moving
Mountains” raised over £18,000 to rebuild a new school in Nepal
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Our lovely engraved plaque at TASIS school, to celebrate 25
years of Roots & Shoots – that’s a whole quarter of a century!

Dr Jane with R&S members from South Korea
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Roots & Shoots is launched in Prague, at the Wild for
Life Exhibition
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Peace Day in Chile!

Roots & Shoots students in Shanghai plant an organic garden
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Roots & Shoots National Youth Leadership
Council Retreat in San Francisco, CA

Learning about animals has never been so
much fun! Taiwan’s Animal Parade
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Roots & Shoots Colombia, Planting mangroves and creating an organic farm
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Jane Goodall’s Roots & Shoots around the world...

The Bangladesh School in Abu Dhabi, UAE, celebrates
National Environment Day

R&S team at Kigoma primary school during Swift awareness, encouraging
students to love and protect Swifts

Celebrating success and rewarding achievement
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School’s fundraising display

Verdala
International
School in Malta
fundraises
for JGI to help
chimpanzees

Photo: Roots & Shoots UAE

Every year for more than 20
years the 8th grade students
from Verdala International
School in Pembroke, Malta,
have raised funds for the Jane
Goodall Institute. On this
occasion they decided to do a
DANCE-A-THON. The sessions
ranged from 45 minutes to an
hour. The entire Middle School
was on a rotating schedule that
each student signed up for.
There was jazz, line dancing,
square dancing, aerobics,

salsa, ballroom dancing and
many more. The teachers were
involved as well and everyone
danced the day away! They
started on the football pitch
with a history of dancing medley
from the 20th-21st centuries.
The students said it was the
funniest school day of the year!
There was always someone
dancing, with small groups
taking breaks now and then, but
they never stopped. It was a
fantastic way to raise money.

The amounts have
varied over the years,
but this year 1,752.24
USD was raised by the
whole Middle School
(ages 10-13). With
this year’s donation,
a small pond for the
chimpanzees can be built in
two different enclosures in
Tchimpounga’s rehabilitation
center. In the wet season,
temperatures range between
82°F and 94°F, therefore a pond

Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed
greets Dr Jane Goodall at his
Ramadan Majlis

Abu Dhabi - His Highness
Sheikh Mohammed bin
Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown
Prince of Abu Dhabi
and Deputy Supreme
Commander of the UAE
Armed Forces, attended a
lecture delivered by Dr Jane
Goodall, at the prestigious
Ramadan Majlis lecture.
In her lecture, Dr Goodall
highlighted the importance
of environment protection,
endangered wildlife species
conservation, the illegal pet
trade and addressing climate
change.
She lauded the Mohammed
bin Zayed Wildlife Fund
and said the programme
launched by the late Sheikh
Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan
for the conservation of

Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed
greets Dr Jane Goodall at his
Ramadan Majlis

Visit our
website and
sign up for
R&S!

Lounama and Falero on the
new climbing frame with the
plains of the Tchimpounga
nature Reserve behind them

www.rootsnshoots.org.uk

would be a great permanent
enrichment structure where
the chimpanzees can play
and refresh themselves on
hot summer days. Previous
donations helped build a chimp
playground and buy a canoe.

Arabian Oryx in Sir Bani Yas
sanctuary was a source of
pride.
She said it was necessary
to address causes of
climate change, including
greenhouse and carbon
emissions, as well as
chemical fertilizers.
“We are to blame for
the pollution caused by
irresponsible industrial
practices which impact
habitat, water, wildlife
and other parts of the
ecosystem,” she added.
The lecture was a huge
success and created an even
stronger foundation for our
growing Roots & Shoots
programmes in the UAE,
which is now being practiced
in over 100 schools.

Robert Swan meeting Roots
& Shoots UAE members
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Explorer Robert Swan
inspires & empowers
the next generation
in UAE

Roots & Shoots Ambassador Robert Swan
is a remarkable person and an inspirational
speaker.
As the first person to walk to both
the North and South Poles, completely
unassisted, he’s seen first hand the impact
climate change is having on our planet, in
even the coldest regions of our world.
Swan is dedicating his life to raising
awareness on the preservation of
Antarctica, the Earth’s last great wilderness.
He formed the 2041 Foundation; an
organization dedicated to this goal and
which works to inform, engage and inspire
the next generation of leaders to take
responsibility for sustainability.
As he states, “While generations before

have passed the buck, this generation
simply has no choice but to deal with the
problems.”
Robert spoke in Abu Dhabi as part of a
special event series on behalf of Roots &
Shoots. His speaking engagements included
the Environment Agency and New York
University in Abu Dhabi.
Our Roots & Shoots members were left
totally inspired and determined to make
their own positive changes which included
helping him to achieve his goal of reducing
carbon emissions by 325 tonnes in the next
seven years.
The South Pole Energy Challenge (SPEC)
began on November 15, 2017. Robert Swan
and his 23 year-old son Barney, became
the first people in history to ski/walk 600
miles to the South Pole surviving only on
renewable energy! Father and son took on

this extreme physical endeavour to inspire
young people, as well as all people, to live
a more sustainable life. If they can survive
in the most hostile environment on earth
using only clean, renewable energy, we
can do more back home to use renewable
energy in our everyday lives. You can find
out more about the journey on the 2041
website, 2041.com/.
Some of the technology used included:
an ice-melter pot that heats water using
solar energy, designed by NASA; solar
panels adapted to withstand the extreme
cold; wind turbines that are small enough
to be portable; a system developed by Zero
Mass Water that converts water vapour in
the air into liquid water using solar panels;
biofuels developed by Shell; an algae stove;
and an adapted thermos to melt snow into
drinkable water.
Roots & Shoots are calling all members
to follow this journey, and to become part
of the action plan. You are being asked to
become Youth Climate Force Ambassadors.
Simply think of at least 5 things that you
can do at home, at school, or in your
community, that allow you to become
more sustainable in your lives. List these
actions. Perhaps you will have a meatless
Monday, or you will stop using plastic
straws. Just remember that small actions,
multiplied by many people, add up to big
positive changes. You can then ask your
teacher to post your activities on the Roots
& Shoots website at www.rootsnshoots.uk
or www.rootsnshoots.ae and contribute to
our climate change project.

National Geographic’s new BAFTA nominated film
“Jane” is launched at the Hollywood Bowl to 17,000
Set to a rich orchestral score from worldrenowned composer Philip Glass, the
one-time-only event featured a live-to-film
concert performed by a 78-piece orchestra
and included special appearances by Brett
Morgen, Philip Glass and our amazing
Dr. Jane Goodall.
Using rare footage from Dr Jane’s
research in the jungle, this new
documentary focuses on her revolutionary
discoveries, her personal life and the
chimpanzees she studied.
“To me, a film is a reflection of the time
in which it is being made,” Morgen said. “So
this footage served a different purpose in
1965 than it does in 2017. We’re living in
very dark times, and there’s kind of a lack
of role models and heroes in our popular
culture. And I think the time is right to bring
a real-life hero back to the light.”
The 90-minute movie highlights 26-yearold Jane’s groundbreaking research on
the then-misunderstood primates. It
features Jane’s relationship with her late
cameraman-turned-husband. It shows the
intimate dynamic of the apes she studied
and the ways she identified them.

Actress Angelina Jolie was among the
celebrities attending the premier of JANE at
the Hollywood Bowl. With her on the Yellow
Carpet were Jane Goodall (left) and Courteney
Monroe, CEO National Geographic Global
Networks

And it has plenty of sniffle-inducing
moments, emphasized by the crescendos
of Philip Glass’ soaring score played live by
an orchestra.
“I wish I could embrace every single one
of you. I want to thank you for being here,”
Jane said at the conclusion of the movie.

Photos: National Geographic/Rebecca Hale

Many celebrities, environmentalists
and supporters were part of the 17,000
audience that attended the screening. So,
if you are in need of some inspiration or
simply want to learn more about Jane’s
amazing career and our closest living
relative, check out online where you can
see the film near you!

Following the lead of
their hero – renowned
primatologist Jane Goodall,
Ph.D., DBE – Students from
Chowbent Primary School,
hosted the UN International
Day of Peace Parade on their
school grounds. Students
from reception to Year 6
took part.
Dr. Goodall established Jane
Goodall’s Roots & Shoots Day
of Peace in 2004 to encourage
Roots & Shoots members and
other interested individuals
to promote peace in their
communities and around the globe.
Members craft Giant Peace Dove Puppets
from reused materials and fly the Doves
in their communities to symbolize their
commitment to peace.
Many powerful and inspiring pledges
were written on the white sheets used to
make the dove. Amelia: “I promise never
to do less than my best for the planet.”
Kelsey: “I will always stay strong and
have faith in the work we do at school”
William: “ I will plant lots more trees
to replace the ones people have cut
down.”Harvey: “ I promise to work
towards stopping extinction.”
Stephen Haynes, who organised the
event said: “The Peace Day celebration
was an amazing experience. Our journey
started 5yrs ago. It all started when
we entered a competition for the most
improved school ground. We got a Roots
& Shoots Silver Award and were invited to
the celebrations in London.

Photo: Roots & Shoots UK

Celebrating Peace Day at Chowbent
Primary School
And then we wanted to do more. So we
formed a larger Eco committee of about
12 pupils and we transformed the school
grounds. I then had a crazy idea that with
the help of the kids and their parents and
grandparents we could build a greenhouse
out of recycled pop bottles. It was so much
fun, and our green house is beautiful.
Earlier this year, I got a phone call
from the Roots & Shoots UK team, asking
if we would like to host the Peace Day
celebration this year. We of course,
jumped at the chance. From reception
students to y6, every class in ks1 was
making little doves out of paper plates
whilst ks2 were involved in making the
large dove made out of sheets sown
together. I cannot thank Roots & Shoots
enough for giving our school the chance to
make a difference and we are so happy to
be involved in this programme.“

Voices Off with
Dr Jane Goodall
Inspired by Dr. Seuss’s classic tale,
The Lorax tells of a moustachioed
and cantankerous critter who is
on a mission to protect the earth
from the greedy, tree-chopping,
businessman known only as the
Once-ler.
Organised by the Old Vic, Dr Jane
watched the inspiring show and
then met Kasper Steyn, the Roots
& Shoots member who won the
Lorax competition for making an
amazing puppet called Lumi. In a
special appearance in the Voices
Off talk series, Dr Jane then shared
exciting stories about her early life
and work.
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Celebrating Peace at
Chowbent Primary School

Dr Jane and Kasper Steyn meet the Lorax

Dr Jane’s talk received standing
ovations and many left the
beautiful theatre extremely moved
and inspired to make their own
positive difference!

Being at Windsor for a week has
been truly inspiring and has given me
so much hope. Hearing everyone’s
stories and empathizing with their
backgrounds, as well as realising the
similarity in the struggles we all face
was a highlight for me. Staying in the
castle reminded me throughout how
lucky I was to be there and what a special
event it was; the Castle and chapel tour
definitely reinforced this! The best thing
about Windsor, besides the incredible
vegan cuisine, had to be the people I met.
Listening to everyone was so fascinating
and I learnt so much, not just about R&S
work but every aspect of their culture.
Spending a whole week with Jane was
so lovely; she really does represent all the
good in the world.
I feel so empowered and excited to do

more for my community, the
environment and animals. I am
ever so grateful for having this
once in a lifetime opportunity
that I will always remember.
Windsor has given me the boost
of energy I need for my R&S
work and taught me how I can
make a difference not only on
an individual level but I also now
feel a great sense of belonging
to this wonderful global network
as well as a duty to be the best
I can be. Having the No Waste
November global team across 5
different continents gives me so
much hope for this project and also makes
me happy to know that I have people
thousands of miles away that I can talk to
at the touch of a button, and that’s really
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My Week at Windsor Castle...

Dr Jane with Global Youth Leaders
special. Thank you Roots & Shoots for
welcoming me into your family!
Tilly Gratton, James Allen Girls School
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Celebrating our
25th Anniversary

Celebration of our global anniversary of Roots & Shoots, set
up 25 years ago by Dr Jane Goodall in Tanzania took place
around the world with events and activities.
In the UK we met with the Roots &
Shoots group at TASIS to celebrate with a
tree planting ceremony.
TASIS’ long standing R&S members,
had over 750 students attending. Their
Roots & Shoots Wildlife Club looks after
wildlife in their local area, including
learning how to compost waste material,
hatch ducklings, organise talks and
various fundraising activities.
An apple tree was chosen as the

perfect tree to suit the environment,
and of course with careful cultivation,
it will also produce fruit for the students
to eat too.
We spoke to students about the Roots
& Shoots anniversary, learned more
about the projects they are doing and
about their wonderful garden.
Thank you TASIS for having us and
for being part of the positive change so
needed in this World!

The Inspirational

Roots & Shoots

Awards

Roots & Shoots groups from around
the UK descended on the iconic
Barbican Centre in London once
again for the annual Roots & Shoots
Awards, and were joined by Dr
Jane Goodall herself.
The Awards are an exciting and
innovative way to recognise the
achievement and innovation of our
young ambassadors for the planet.
Ten schools and universities
prepared displays, presenting and
discussing with guests the amazing
work they had undertaken.
The projects demonstrated
imagination, determination and
diligence, achieving tangible and
measurable results ranging from
fundraising for important causes
to encouraging environmentally
friendly practices in all aspects
of society.

“Each year brings even more
inspirational and exciting projects
from our members. The quality
of the projects this year was truly
outstanding. The enthusiasm,
commitment, dedication and
perseverance of our youth is a
valuable lesson for us all”
Tara Golshan,
Executive Director, Education
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Jane lights up the Earth
Optimism Conference
CAMBRIDGE

Dr Jane and David Allen from RSPCA,
present the Award for Most Outstanding
Group to the worthy Winners from
Dulwich Prep, London
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Dr Jane Goodall returned early from
her North American tour to give the
opening keynote at the Earth Optimism
Conference. A host of fascinating
speakers gave short talks on their work
to protect a wide variety of species
around the world. The auditorium was
packed with relays to two overflow
rooms and the programme was live
streamed across the globe. Aligned to
this was the Solutions Fair, which was
busy all day long sharing information
on the positive ways we can all make a
difference.
Roots & Shoots UK was able to reach
many young people, encouraging
them to become involved in our global

Dr Jane and Roots & Shoots staff and
volunteers welcome David Attenborough at
the R&S stand

programme. A fabulous day ended with
a visit to the stand from the one and
only, Sir David Attenborough himself.

The fact that there is a network of
young people across the world, all
united in the same goal is one of
Dr Jane’s main reasons for hope.
The success of this event was made
possible through the support of
our official awards sponsor Love
Nature, dedicated to bringing
nature lovers closer to the beauty
and mystery of the natural world.

“For me Roots & Shoots has made some of the overwhelming global
issues, manageable and achievable. How the small impact of your
actions scale up when we all work together is something which I love
about R&S; it motivates me and my actions daily. What I have learnt
since starting R&S at my school is that there is a fierce number of
young people around the world positive and passionate about the
future of our planet and that taking action about the issues they care
about enables them to grow as individuals and makes the global
movement to a brighter future more likely.”
Liz Parker,
Co-founder and Director, AFFCAD UK
“Roots & Shoots is a magical programme, which empowers
children to take control and make a positive difference to the
world around them – by looking after animals, people and the
environment. It is inclusive and appeals to all children – the Eco
warriors, the scientists, the animal lovers, the adventurers; there is
something in the programme for everyone! And it is led by the most
inspiring leader – Dr Jane Goodall! I have seen quieter children
take on Roots & Shoots projects, responsibilities and initiatives
– and have become leaders. They are going home and teaching
their families and friends – how to act responsibly and care for the
planet. The children have learnt to look outwards, see the problems
of the world, care and most importantly – Act!”
Susie Raimes,
Teacher, James Allen’s Prep School
“Being involved with Roots & Shoots has changed my life as an
educator. I think that when you put at the forefront of your teaching
the human connection to others that’s inherent in the day-to-day
choices that we make – including our relationships with the Earth and
other fellow living things – you can truly rise above “subjects” per se
and begin to create human beings with a conscience who want the
best for our world.”
Anne Hollyfield,
Middle School Librarian, ACS Cobham International School

“Roots & Shoots is a wonderful programme which is helping to
deliver a strong, peaceful message of environmental responsibility
to our pupils. Its central message of everyone being able to make
a difference, no matter how small, speaks to all ages; myself
included, and can help keep us going when some of today’s issues
can seem too large to tackle. Parents have written in to say how
impressed they have been with the way their child has embraced
this concept and taken on projects themselves, inspiring the rest
of the family to get involved. Our boys currently have a number
of exciting ideas they would like to bring to fruition and Roots
& Shoots provides a great framework for them to see the bigger
picture. It challenges them to think about how their actions can
have a positive impact on other people, places and animals, not
just in our locality but also slowly in a wider, more global sense.”
Claire Wilson,
Year 1 Form Tutor, Dulwich Prep London

