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UNITED KINGDOM

Dear Members,
Summer is here at last. And I am so proud
AUTUMN TERM 2015
of the amazing work that you continue to
produce and the difference that you continue
to make.
Our annual awards this year was a
spectacular display of creativity, innovation
and resourcefulness. All our students and
teachers within the Roots & Shoots family did
us proud.
The projects described in this newsletter
are all testament to your hard work and
dedication. I hope that you enjoy reading
about them as much as we did.
In the last newsletter I talked about
celebration and inspiration. But what about
Hope? We live on a planet where, because
of its many challenges, hope has somewhat
faded into the background, especially for
those facing political, social and economic
obstacles. In some cases it has ceased to exist.
But it is hope that keeps us inspired isn’t it?
Hope for the future; hope for our beloved
planet; hope for our loved ones and hope for
a better world in which to raise our children.
Despite the many obstacles we face, as Roots
& Shoots crusaders, we must always strive
to keep hope alive and at the forefront of
our minds and hearts in all that we
endeavour to do.
So, thank you to all of you who continue to
make the difference.

Have a lovely Summer!

Tara Golshan
Executive Director, Education

Our JGI Outreach
Coordinators, Duke and
Rubin inspire us with the
Burundi Tree Project –
making our World greener!
“There is so much
diversity and
beauty in our world
everywhere you
look. And everyday,
we cannot help it
but think that the
future generations
might not have a
chance to see all
this, due to our
choices and actions.
We believe it is important
to have a holistic approach
to life as everything in the
natural world is deeply
interlinked. Including us.
Dr. Jane Goodall’s Burundi
tree planting project in East
Africa, run by David Ninteretse
is doing exactly that. By rebuilding
the civil war torn ecosystem, the
local community is inviting animals
and nature back to the forests, and
in return they get fruits for the
community. Everyone benefits.”
Duke and Rubin,
Eco Group Besureis

All ready to plant

Students learning about planting

Planting a tree named after a donor

Besureis have raised over £1,000 to support this project!
We Thank You!
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With hope in our hearts, I am confident that
we can and will succeed.

Erasto Njavike
in Antartica – Page 5
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all with their commitment, dedication
and hard work. From looking after
guinea pigs to learning about fish; from
concentrating on generating less waste
to finding eco-friendly products to use
around school, and much more.
The team will get the opportunity to
see behind the scenes at the RSPCA’s
animal hospital in Mallydams Wood
in East Sussex, by spending a day with
the vets and carers, who make such
a difference to the lives of animals in
need across England and Wales. Thank
you RSPCA!
And, our Trashion Show was
beyond creative and inspiring! Anne
Morrison (the teacher who organised
it) stated: “The Trashion Show project
has once again captivated the students’
imagination. This was our 4th show
for the Roots & Shoots Awards and the
pupils thoroughly enjoyed the experience.
21 students from Year 7 to Year 13 took
part, giving up their lunchtimes to work
on their up-cycled creations. It’s really
encouraging to see the pupils raise
issues through their design; garments
addressed the issues of unrecyclable
waste such as plastic packing, water
bottles, baby wipes, crisp packets and
drinks cups.”
The models were delighted by the
amazing prizes kindly sponsored
by - People Tree, Lush, Green Bay
Supermarket and Bulldog.
We would like to thank all our
members for giving us hope year after
year! And, our sponsors for helping
us reward and encourage the next
generations!
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protection of this natural world. The day
was incredible, and it was very apparent
that the girls are very passionate and
driven. We discussed their future plans
and how they will continue to achieve
great things. I thoroughly enjoyed
delivering my talk and was left feeling
excited about what’s to come!”

This wonderful Roots & Shoots
group proves that we don’t need a
lot of money in order to do good!
In Korukkupet, Chennai, children
and teachers come up with all these
inventive ways to raise money, to
help clean up the streets and show
support to those who work really
hard. Making posters to carry
while on their street clean ups and
At the flea market
organising flea markets to raise
money for gloves for the street
workers.
Teaching kindness from an
early age is more important than
ever. Learning to appreciate
what surrounds us and how
to care for our environment is
crucial, especially in such difficult
circumstances. We are so inspired!
Thank you Roots & Shoots India. If
you would like to fundraise for this
worthy project, please e-mail
Gifting a worker a brand new pair of gloves (above)
jasmina@janegoodall.org.uk

Erasto Njavike with Robert Swan
“Crossing The Antarctica Circle @
66˚33’52.824’S on March 3rd 2018
was a day when I set my own lifetime
record. I am proud of myself and I am
thankful to Jane Goodall’s Roots &
Shoots Program, Explorer’s Passage
and 2041. If there is a place where
you can be an eyewitness to the power
of creation and peaceful coexistence,
Antarctica is paramount.
This amazing opportunity happened
for me following a competition open
to all Roots & Shoots members from
around the world, We took a quiz
on what we are doing for Roots &
Shoots and what are our solutions
to the climate change challenge and
how our projects help animals, the
environment and the community. My
“Friends of Donkeys” project, that looks
after animal welfare, and the Mount
Kilimanjaro “community centred

Lizzie Daly empowers the next generation
at James Allen’s Prep and Girls School

Against all odds – Our amazing
members in India dedicated to
keep the streets clean!

Dr Jane meeting inspiring young people at
the Jane Goodall’s Roots & Shoots Awards
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What has our ED
been up to?

Photo: Open Gate School, Prague

As ever, the competition was tough as
there were so many amazing projects
to pick from. Special congratulations to
our Award Winners;
Chloe Bonner from Accrington St
Christopher’s Church of England High
School won the Most Outstanding
Individual Award, kindly sponsored by
Quest Overseas. Chloe was a deserving
Winner with her contribution at
the schools’ organic garden, for her
innovative and fashionable ways to
recycle clothing and raising money for
the Shining Faces Orphanage in India.
She will get to join the Quest Overseas
team on an overseas expedition.
The Most Outstanding Photograph
Award went to Ellla McIvor from James
Allen’s Prep School. Ella took a photo of
a lotus leaf filled with rainwater after
a heavy shower. It was in a pond at
the Pura Taman Saraswati temple in
Ubud in Bali. The whole pond was filled
with blooming pink lotuses. Ella and
her family went to Bali last summer
where she learned to scuba dive and
saw wonderful wildlife in the sea! The
National Geographic Kids Magazine
is sponsoring the prize. Ella will be a
“reporter” for the day; she will visit the
magazine’s HQ and the Wetlands Centre
this summer.
Most Outstanding Group in
touch with Nature was Harrow Way
Community School. More about their
prize and achievements in the article on
Page 4.
Choosing the Most Outstanding Group
this year was the hardest ever! But,
Children’s Hospital School touched us
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The winners!
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Children’s Hospital School, the Winner
of the Most Outstanding Group Award,
sponsored by the RSPCA
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The Winner
Annabel Clegg,
Trashion Show at
the Roots & Shoots
Awards

James Allen’s Schools were delighted
to welcome Lizzie Daly in March this
year. She was invited to speak to both
schools at the annual ‘Jane Goodall
Conservation Lecture’, where all
proceeds from ticket sales goes to the
Jane Goodall Institute.
Lizzie is a recognisable face for our
girls, as she has appeared on CBeebies
and spoken about creatures that you
might not be initially drawn to, but
each has an interesting tale to tell!
Lizzie entertained with her bubbly
personality and her vast knowledge of
some of the planets strangest species!
An enormous thank you to Lizzie
for an interesting day; she inspired so
many of the girls! She was presented
with a ‘chimp guardianship’, and JAPS
were delighted to be able to send the
Jane Goodall Institute a cheque for
£2,000 as a result!
Lizzie Daly said: “It was so inspiring
to hear about the success of such a
variety of projects! Projects that have
purpose; make a positive impact; give
back to the community and help in the

Photos: R&S India

A huge thank you to the groups that
joined us: Portway Junior School,
Rookwood School, Andover Church of
England Primary School, Harrow Way
Community School, Appleshaw St Peter’s
CofE Primary School, Hounsdown
School, Accrington Spring Hill
Community Primary School, Children’s
Hospital School, Central Bedfordshire
College, Damers First School, Somervale
School, Chester Wild and Downton
Church of England VA Primary School.
Anne Russell from the American
Community School, Abu Dhabi said:
“I was fortunate to attend the UK Roots
& Shoots awards event. What fun to fly
in from Abu Dhabi and share with likeminded people all the wonderful work
that is being done. I learned about so
many initiatives that I would love to
see the American Community School of
Abu Dhabi involved in. The wonderful
PAWS program that works to rescue
dogs in Romania and the students who
created their own cleaning brand are
two such examples. I loved the idea of
outreaching nature walks and supporting
nature photography. The enthusiasm in
the room for high end Trashion Fashion
was contagious. Finally, hearing Dr. Jane
Goodall speak and watching the joy of the
students who were recognised was very
inspiring. Thank you for including ACS
Abu Dhabi.”
Dr Jane Goodall and other VIPs
met each group whilst viewing the
brilliant displays they had put together,
showcasing the projects they’ve been
working on over the past year.
A dedicated reporter from The Week
Junior also attended, resulting in a
lovely write up for the magazine!

Tara Golshan, the Executive
Director, Education said: “I am
always moved by the level of
commitment of our young members
and the quality of the projects that
they deliver. Despite all the obstacles
facing our planet, in which there
are many, R&S members embody
resilience, commitment, creativity,
resourcefulness and passion, when
faced with these challenges.”

My Antarctica Expedition –
Erasto Njavike from
Tanzania
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The Roots & Shoots Annual
Awards was an outstanding
success! The event took
place in the beautiful tropical
gardens of London’s Barbican
Centre and our 13 selected
winners were joined by our
special guest – the American
Community School – who had
travelled all the way from
Abu Dhabi!

Photos: Roger Mark Photography

Roots & Shoots Annual Awards

Lizzie Daly empowers
the next generation at
James Allen’s Schools

Photo: 2041

The dedication of our members shines through at the
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Testing the waters

conservation initiatives” came on top
and led to me being nominated for this
golden chance.
Antarctica renewed my knowledge
on climate change issues, Marine
ecosystems and importance of curbing
carbon emissions. Antarctica is at
danger because of its uniqueness and
greatness.
Our oceans become even more acidic
as it absorbs fifty percent of Carbon
Dioxide. These have direct negative
impact to marine life and the whole
ecosystem, affecting beautiful penguins,
whales, wandering albatross etc. These
animals’ lives are all in danger and are
compromised by human development
activities. Krill’s are the heart of food
chain; if they are in danger then their
entire lives will be jeopardized. The
melting of glaciers creates rising sea
levels, making the coastal cities at high

risk of flooding or disappearing entirely.
Despite of all this bad news there are
still hundreds of good things to learn
and will give a lifetime experience.
Humpback whales are enormous
and have great skills to hunt krill’s,
and wandering albatross birds enjoy
their left overs. Penguins are just cute
and very friendly, jumping around,
feeding and chasing each other. They
curiously wonder if we were strangers,
and indeed we were! You can spend
two tireless hours enjoying humpback
whales swim very timely, effectively and
leave screaming elephant seals alone.
The pristine Antarctica needs us and
we need Antarctica more than we know.
If we combine our efforts as individuals,
families, communities and nations
all over the globe, we all make better
change. The choice of our future is in
our hands.”

Our Executive Director, Tara Golshan impresses
at the TEDx talk at Open Gate School, Prague
At the TEDx event, held at the prestigious
Open Gate School, Prague, themed: “If not
us, who?” Tara talked about her own life
story and the importance of taking positive
actions towards our planet, Dr Jane, her
mission and her legacy – the Roots & Shoots
programme. She highlighted our reasons
for hope, and how we should not give up
on making this Planet a better place for all
living beings.
“I was honoured and privileged to be part
of the Open Gate School Ted presentations.
The audience were attentive and the young
attendees inspiring and dedicated. Ted is a
wonderful platform to spread our message
to a global audience in order to protect and

preserve our planet for the
next generations.” Tara Golshan,
Executive Director.
Ms. Alžběta Janečková, the Student
Organiser of the event said: “The
TEDxYouth@OpenGateSchool conference
was a culmination of combined
hard work of the team and speakers, eight
people with breathtaking stories who
came together from various disciplines
and continents to share their ideas in one
afternoon. It was an unparalleled event
in both the history of our school and my
life and will be long remembered for its
inspiring atmosphere, true TED spirit and
openness of everyone present.”
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Our first Nature Award winner, Harrow
Way Community School, visits the
magnificent Kew Gardens
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1 Meeting
Philip Turvil
2 Having fun is
as important
3 About to walk
into The Hive
4 Learning all
about fungus
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I was very proud of the comments we received and the work
we had put into our display.
Kew was amazing! We got a private tour of the fungarium
where I learned that most fungi isn’t the normal mushroom
shape, some look really weird, some are huge where as some
area tiny. I loved going in the palm house and seeing all of the
different foods being grown from all around the world. Thank
you Kew and Roots & Shoots!” Izzy Taylor
Philip Turvil, the Grow Wild Programme Director at Kew
Gardens said: “What a pleasure to welcome Harrow Way
Community School to Kew Gardens. We were barely past the
entrance when pupils started asking questions – and gave their
own facts about plants too. A charming and knowledgeable
group. The highlight was our tour of Kew’s fungarium,
the world’s largest collection of fungi, and the wonderful
conversations that ensued about mushrooms and how they
shape life on earth. I wish Harrow Way the very best in their
plant and fungi projects.”

What has our ED
been up to?

Photo: Open Gate School, Prague

It was hard to choose a Winner, but Harrow Way
Community School and their dedication to the environment
stole our heart! And the Prize! From planting nursery beds at
schools to digging them up and replanting at the Andover’s
new community woodland: Harmony Woods; to learning
how to use compost in order to plant; from learning about
the importance of trees and contributing to local nature and
increased biodiversity as the new woodland, to attending
Plant-for-the-Planet Academies where they train as Climate
Justice Ambassadors, made them worthy Winners.
The team from Harrow Way got to spend a day at Kew.
Here are their thoughts;
“At the awards it was amazing because we got to meet Dr Jane
Goodall. To be sat there listening to what she had done in her
life was just amazing. My reaction when we won the award was
surprise and excitement because I didn’t think that we would get
one of the awards and when we got up on that stage Jane said
thank you to all of us and I was just so thrilled to be up there
with her.
Part of our prize was visiting Kew gardens. We went around
most of the garden including the fungarium. We learned about
different types of fungus and plants. I liked looking at all the
fungus and the mini waterfalls and the giant lake that is close to
the entrance. It is the most beautiful place I have ever been to.”
- Nicola Marshall
“At the awards it was great seeing all of the other schools and
finding out what they had done to support our community. I also
loved meeting lots of different people from all around the world
that do all sorts of different things.

Erasto Njavike with Robert Swan
“Crossing The Antarctica Circle @
66˚33’52.824’S on March 3rd 2018
was a day when I set my own lifetime
record. I am proud of myself and I am
thankful to Jane Goodall’s Roots &
Shoots Program, Explorer’s Passage
and 2041. If there is a place where
you can be an eyewitness to the power
of creation and peaceful coexistence,
Antarctica is paramount.
This amazing opportunity happened
for me following a competition open
to all Roots & Shoots members from
around the world, We took a quiz
on what we are doing for Roots &
Shoots and what are our solutions
to the climate change challenge and
how our projects help animals, the
environment and the community. My
“Friends of Donkeys” project, that looks
after animal welfare, and the Mount
Kilimanjaro “community centred
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Following our partnership with Kew Gardens and the Grow
Wild programme, at this years’ Roots & Shoots Awards we
included a brand new category – Most Outstanding Group
in touch with Nature.
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conservation initiatives” came on top
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golden chance.
Antarctica renewed my knowledge
on climate change issues, Marine
ecosystems and importance of curbing
carbon emissions. Antarctica is at
danger because of its uniqueness and
greatness.
Our oceans become even more acidic
as it absorbs fifty percent of Carbon
Dioxide. These have direct negative
impact to marine life and the whole
ecosystem, affecting beautiful penguins,
whales, wandering albatross etc. These
animals’ lives are all in danger and are
compromised by human development
activities. Krill’s are the heart of food
chain; if they are in danger then their
entire lives will be jeopardized. The
melting of glaciers creates rising sea
levels, making the coastal cities at high
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Despite of all this bad news there are
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and wandering albatross birds enjoy
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and very friendly, jumping around,
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two tireless hours enjoying humpback
whales swim very timely, effectively and
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The pristine Antarctica needs us and
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all over the globe, we all make better
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At the TEDx event, held at the prestigious
Open Gate School, Prague, themed: “If not
us, who?” Tara talked about her own life
story and the importance of taking positive
actions towards our planet, Dr Jane, her
mission and her legacy – the Roots & Shoots
programme. She highlighted our reasons
for hope, and how we should not give up
on making this Planet a better place for all
living beings.
“I was honoured and privileged to be part
of the Open Gate School Ted presentations.
The audience were attentive and the young
attendees inspiring and dedicated. Ted is a
wonderful platform to spread our message
to a global audience in order to protect and

preserve our planet for the
next generations.” Tara Golshan,
Executive Director.
Ms. Alžběta Janečková, the Student
Organiser of the event said: “The
TEDxYouth@OpenGateSchool conference
was a culmination of combined
hard work of the team and speakers, eight
people with breathtaking stories who
came together from various disciplines
and continents to share their ideas in one
afternoon. It was an unparalleled event
in both the history of our school and my
life and will be long remembered for its
inspiring atmosphere, true TED spirit and
openness of everyone present.”
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Rachel Lynn, a teacher from James Allen’s
Girls School took on the brave challenge of
running for Roots & Shoots at the London
Marathon this year. And did she run! Flying
over the finish line while raising nearly
£3,000 for Roots & Shoots!

Wearing her medal with pride

Committing to the Climate Force Challenge
We were most excited that the Awards
were also the platform for launching
The Climate Force Challenge that aims
to encourage students and members of
the community to re-think their lifestyles
and commit to being more eco-friendly.
As part of this launch, three members of
EAD staff, Rashed, Winston and Mariam,
travelled to Antarctica for 12 days with
Robert Swan.
“This year’s awards were particularly
inspiring with the launch of The Climate
Force Challenge. Our members are joining
forces with 2041 to help Robert Swan and
his team at Antarctica to reduce carbon
emissions by 326k tons in the next seven
years.
We have a big job to do but I’m
confident, by seeing the commitment
and resourcefulness in the room today,
that we can achieve it.” Tara Golshan,
Executive Director.
We invite you all to join the challenge.
Please visit www.rootsnshoots.ae/jointhe-climate-force-challenge/ for more
information.

‘JANE’ nominated at the prestigious BAFTA’S
Photos: Mary Lewis

Rachel said: “I found out last year that I
had a place to run the London Marathon
in 2018, in aid of the Jane Goodall
Institute, for Roots & Shoots. I have been
a keen runner for some years now and a
marathon was a definite target for me. I
started training hard on 1st January – a
great way to see in the New Year! The
terrible weather was a backdrop for my
training – long, slow runs in the sleet and
snow, interval training in the rain and
welcome strength training, in the gym, in
all sorts of weather. I even started using
yoga as an opportunity to stretch and
recover. After 16 weeks of cold weather
training, the day finally arrived. I was
pretty nervous in the week leading up to
it – worrying about hurting myself. That
weekend, the weather was the hottest on
record. I worked steadily, keeping myself
hydrated and as cool as possible, running
in a large group of equally sweaty people!
It was probably the toughest thing I have
ever done, but I was carried along by the
amazing crowd – including Miss Stack,
our Headteacher, standing on a wall and
screaming like a teenager! Overall, my
determination to finish and claim all the
sponsorship for Roots & Shoots kept me
going. I am so proud of my achievements
and happy I was able to help such a
worthy cause. The pressure of walking
normally the next day in school was
pretty hard too – but I wore my medal all
day and ran in my marathon T-shirt until
it really needed a wash!”

This year’s Roots & Shoots awards took
place on Thursday 25th January at the
prestigious Park Hyatt, Abu Dhabi on
Sadiyaat Island. It welcomed students
and community members from across
the UAE to celebrate the programme and
the projects and to launch the exciting
Climate Force Challenge, in partnership
with 2041.
The programme, sponsored by the
Environment Agency, Abu Dhabi,
welcomed students from 12 different
schools including home school groups
who came along to present their
inspiring projects; to celebrate their hard
work over the last year; to meet the one
and only Dr Jane Goodall and to pledge
their commitment to the Climate Force
Challenge!
The day started with Dr Jane and
invited guests viewing the fantastic
school displays, followed by the official
launch of the Climate force challenge
where EAD the staff named as Team
Zayed, spoke about their upcoming trip
to Antarctica.
The schools presented their work and
then went to enjoy the turtle challenge
with conservationist Arabella Willing as
well as a basket weaving and fire making
workshop with Mike, who spoke to the
students about plastic waste and made
a shower curtain out of all of the events’
leftover waste.
There was also an exclusive exhibition
of Rahul & Rohan Raju’s environmental
artwork.
Dr Jane Goodall gave the audience
an inspirational talk. By sharing her
personal story and other anecdotes, she
empowered all to make a difference.

Dr. Jane was extremely honoured to join director of the ‘JANE’ documentary, Brett
Morgen, for the 2018 BAFTA Awards - and was even lucky enough to run into Andy
Serkis, actor from War For the Planet of the Apes! Though ‘JANE’ did not win in its
category, being nominated is a high enough accolade indeed!

Well done from all of us here at R&S HQ!
Roots & Shoots is the educational programme of the Jane Goodall Institute, www.janegoodall.org.uk
Charity Registration No. 327858. Printed on 100% recycled paper.
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Rachel does The exciting UAE Awards 2018
us proud at More members than ever joined us to celebrate!
the London
Marathon!

